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LETfERS 

T O 

S E R E N A: 

CONTAINING, 

I. The Origin and Force of Prejodices. 

IL The Hiftory of the Soul's Immortality amcxig the 
Heathens. 

III. The Origin of Idolatry, and Reafons of Heathcmfin. 

As alio, 

IV. A Letter to a Gentleman in Holland, fliomng 
SPIN OS As Syftemof Pbilofi^hy to be widioat 
any Principle or Foandation. 

V. Motion ejfential to Matter \ in An(wdr to (ome 
Remarks by a Noble Friend on the Confatatim of 
SPINOSA. 

To all which is Prefixed, 

VI. A Preface -, being a Letter to a Gentleman in Lon« 
don, lent together with the foregoing DifTertatioos, 
and declaring the feVeral Occafions of writing them. 

By Mr. Toland. 
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Advercifeoieat concerning the Faults of 

the Prefi. 

N0hMftm£9^ the Cmt hm been %Ci in comSini ihm 
A9^ jrr the Rgdier nmfl with hit Fen amend m pUms. 
tt the Prrfaee^ t9 £vnd Ambiffutf^ ffrfflauiaaxtereii Btemo- 
bUL Page 24* Ime )• read Ionic befire Philofophen. The 
Mkrgmal Hitein p. 41. marki thm (') '^n^ht t9 be refe^d H 1. 9. 
tff, $9. P. -j^.L \6.fir ci^hch r««f fercmh. lHp.f9,L 
ly after the nrnr^Miiids, addthk Ferhd : From the fime Ori« 
gmad, and 10 the lame maimer, cbe Poets did taftly inatale 
the Canlogne of the Gods, apjftrophing as fuch noc only the 
Winds, Meteors, Goods, Rivers, Fountains Hills, and all 
fmx% of the Univerfe ^ bat likewife Facultys, Paflioos, 
Habits, Accidents, and every thine they cou*d exprefi by one 
word, or which ciey coaM addreu as a Per(bn \ and they pre- 
teodj nude itaGod ora Gaddels, as the Word happa'd to 
be at die Milculine or Feminine Gender, whidi was all tlia 
Rule dxy oblenrM in Deitys of fo litde conlequence. F^ 
toj« /• 10. /or on read over. F. 127*/- 2j. read many fafirr 
Bisdiators. F, i74./armerrf^mere. F. 184.1. 2. i^ 
Relations, read the Refults of peculiar internal Difpofitions, er. 
F« 199. /• 20. blot out of befire Aftion. F. 22 (. /• 29. fm 
litde read dinted. In the Kotes; coolequad k put fir op^^ 
tftmintbeUfiUneoft* ^f at ikpnt fir it in the firfl, 
tfp. 49* and perhaps there may be finnd a fim others lil^e thefe^ 
capable to perplex an inteBiient and candid Header, the Greeie « 
fnntedmithont Accents^ wbch are a ufelefs^ tronblefwt^ tad m 
very antient Invention ^ nor flmCd there have bin any Abbrewatmu 
§r Ug^wres^ badthe Authofs DtreSkns bm Merv*d^ there M^ 
m imre Reafmor Authority fir fuch things in the tireel^ than k 
the LaHOy to f^alinothii^ of the Beanty of the Page. 
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THE 

PREFACE; 

Being a Letter to a Gentle- 
man in London, fent to- 
E ether with the following 
Xffertations, and contain- 
ing the feveral Occafions 
of writing them. 



2^ att your Letters^ S I^ 
you inftnuate that confider- 
ing the Tlace I am in^ and 
the Company 1 hep, I muft 
needs forget my 'Books as jhU as my Ac 
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quaintance • which you kindly endear' 
your to excufcy tho not wholly to 
approve, jds for ohJerVmg no re- 
gular Conefpondence y I belieVe you 
receiVd SatisfaRion in my lajl^ nor 
are you to expeB any thing more 
frcm me on jhat Subjefl : where- 
fore nowj inftead of the public News 
or the private Intrigues of this part 
of the Worldy lllfmd you fome ac^ 
count of my oWi Study St T^, I 
readily confefsj one of the harreneji 
and leajl entertaining Ihemes I cbud 
take J but. you may thank your felf 
for the Trouble^ 06 1 hope youU ac- 
quit me from the Choice. And^ firfl 
of alU I tnufl frankly f^y^ that you 
are Very unjuji to this Country^ and 
that all your Comparifons between 
foggy Air and cloudy UttderflandingSy 
between flow Motions and dull {.Con- 
ceptions y between . hnmenfe Wildk mi 
Marfljes and indigejied. Imagintiions 
or, immethodi^L{^Qmmm;^pUce^ are 

.4 . a]together 
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altogether grotmdtefs: nor needs there 
my other Cenfure of your Partiality , 
than to put you in mmd\ of thofe 
great Names for War and Teacfy 
for Arts and Letter Sy vthich this 
Country has in all times j^roduc'dy 
with which it is adom'd at pre/ent, 
and with many of Tbfcww you might 
haye agreeably conversed at London^ 
were you lefs conceited of your own 
Countrymen, or had you a greater 
regard €9 Strangers, For there's but 
tw much reajon for^ the Qomplaints^ 
wM moji Foreigniers make of tht 
Qddnefs aud Negleii they commonly 
meet in Er^landy and Very often 
from thofe to Ttfhom abroad they baVe 
bin moft friendly and obliging, 

t. THIS Town, Inhere I remain 
at pnfenty ftems to be the Metropolit 
if ToHtaiets and GaJkntry* As be^ 
k^ the Seat of the government , yon 
may be Jure the moji rtfin'd Wits, 

at the 
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the mojl. fmrng Beautys^ and the 
moft Jplendid Equipages make a Figure 
here ; hejtdes a perpetml Concourfe 
of StrangtrSy Men of the firji 2)i- 
fiinflion injjheir own Qountrys^ whofe 
Curiojity excited^ and whoje Fortunes 
enabled \m to jee other Men and 
Manner s* J ho they abound Ti^ith 
true md ufeful I{noipledg^ yet J own 
ti^ yoUy' that tl^ert^j little to he found 
of what jthe^. mifiaken World, is apt to 
k^ftor with tj?e name of Learning- i 
and tho they )>aiVe Variety of 4Xcellent, 
^pksj yet hookffh Torers: for: Wif- 
dom are, the mofl contmptible fort 
^Animals among 'em. rjo judg of 
things here hy Appearance^ there s but 
one continud S^cene of Lo^e and Gay-- 
ety among the Young and the Fatr^ 
temper d indeed^ but not interrupted 
by the Men of ToUtics and Employ- 
tnent. A hafiy Taffepger^ or om 
that cannot produce himfelf . into all 
Cotftpanysy fees no more j , and kn^T^s 

lefs 
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lefs than he did at home^ by ^/V/;g 
his Friends a it^oiig Accounts But 
heiteVe mCy S I ^ , I neVer met in 
any Tart with choicer or more nu-^ 
mrom ColleBions of Books in private 
Library Sy mth freer Inquirers into the 
Series . of Hiflory and the Secrety of 
Katur£y nor with anf^(inra word) 
wbo^ better under flood . thi Art - of 
making Study a help to ConVerfattdm^ 
f^f reading-' to good purpofe hypraBifing 
the l^orldy' of diflingu(P)ing Pedantry 
from Learning J and Ceremony from 
CtVtbty.'^ \^ • r» '•% 

' • ; . ; ■ . 'V 

- f . .ft 

c.:-j, 11^ fuch a Ttaee ydU m/^ 
intngine it muft^ be my own faulty ^ 
f ne^kSi(''th(ife\ Studys^ V. iii wIM you 
knouf mY^ ftiuch addiBed, 'and which 
tmay rather itfiproye fhari-ahandm 1^ 
fueh ya^tf if dl\)ierhng InterVaU, 
•/i ajfure j>o»^' = that while. 1 hijoy Becd(h 
and Liberty, ho Confideratiok^ fljali be 
'4hle to debar • me frotn the ufe 

a 3 of 
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ft 

1 of good ^ooksy wlyerein I am per- 
; juaded the only ptrfeEl Tleafure a 
' to he found : for tho J lo^e a great 
many other ^leajures natural to Afanj 
and that I temperateh indulge my felf 
in all that are lawful^ yet I muji 
agree with common Experience ^ that 
. in everyone of them there^s always a 
I mixture of Vainy either in the Ex^ 
' ff^Bation^ in the Enjoyment j or in the 
■ Conferences ; whereas in gf>ing oVtf^ 
i yan entertaining !Book , the ^ader 
, tafls an abfolute SatisfoFtion without 
any dijiurbing Allay ^ unmindful of the 
pajij not foUkitous for the future y and 
^ wholly taken up with his prefent Hap^ 
pinefs. I haVe therefore the IPower 
and the Will to purfue my firmer 
Studysy as well 06 many Occajims to 
increafe that I^owle(^j which is the 
Ornament and TerfeBion of our :N*- 
tttre : hut you are to impute the 
fmall Advances 1 make under fuch 
favourable Circnmftancfs ^ not to 

mnt 



The Preface. 

want of ' Inclinatimf hut of Qapa- 

city* 

« .- • 

•to . . '. 

4.^TB0 1 have lejs Sufmefs 
thdii: fomtfebple thikky or at leaft re- 
port^ 'yet 'w/hen 1 firfi came hither, I 
did refolve h confim my /Hf to ^ead- 
thg ani CdnVeffe, if'tilmt ever yield' 
i^ to tU^efnptdtionnf mrtmgfo much 
lua'- jfMili^' Letter : ii^I was quickly 
ohlifd^'t^'^take other Meafures, by the 
repeated Depres of 4 Correfpondent, to 
nfb<h'jt*f not in my pomr to deny ^ny 
ihiri^. The ^erfon Ihres on this fide 
the Stdj tho not in this Town ; and, 
what Ttdtt further mortify your Tar- 
, tiaUtyf'it is a fair Lddy, who was 
pleas'dto atKmy Opinion concerning tJx 
SuhjeSis of the three firfi Viffertd' 
turns i^ the Racquet annexty and which 
J fend' to convince you that I wa^ not 
quUe fo idle as you thought. She's 
Wifi to a Man of confpicuous Dignity, 
which it' oH. that itnportt you. to know 

a 4 at 
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at frefent of her . f erf on. • , 

y NO W do I fee the inmoji 
1 bought s of jour Souly m mil afi if 
I had the managing of all its Weights 
and Springs y or had the "Very forming 
of your $rain. lou may rmeml^er 
how often I took the part oj the.Mher 
Sex againjl^ your Prejudices rather 
than your judgment. 1 was cmfcious^ 
\t*s true J of theGoodm/s of my Caufe ; 
hut J without Vanityy 1 coud defend a 
worfe againjl fuch Arguments^ as. were 
only drawn from the habitual Vif^, 
courfe of your (ompanionsj from the 
ordinary bad Education of Women ^ or 
from the famous Ladjs of that place 
where you happened to be firjl bredy and^ 
with Ti?hom you had a more intimate 
Acquaint ance^ than with any of a better 
Character y either fince or before. 
How often was I forcd to defcrihe 
to you what rude^ unmannerly ^ ignor 
rant^ and rot^h'^hewn Monfiers^ thqfe 

of 



The Pref;jcc. 

qf.QHr- Sex ufe to be^ wh are not: 
c^^tivated and Mifht, by ConVerfation 
or Lett erf ; and that the WfVes, and 
Vaughters of ffich. Tea/ants ha^e ^e- 
neraUji'imore Wit. ami Cuming ,.-., 4 
greater [hm of- breeding and 5<^- 
C^jf ? J Whether the Exclufton of ^ Wqmn 

from, \^f}i^^^ ■ M the EffeSl of mVe- 
terate\CuJ}Qtriy\or froceedi from,De- 

^gh in the Metf^ fi>4^,:k^ ^o In^wrj^. 
oj min&i. hut , if, 4, .^o»|4» once in. 
her f^fe.\- happens M-^ry i^to !^okf^ 

fii^J?^ Hpon tUtfif, grpmJirotfkki 
p^y aff^Bed^ or rtSculwi {its *tii\M 
thwfmd to one fljedoes n<a) whc^A 
clutter do we make about this, mattir^ 
hoip ready are we to improlfe it again fi, 
tlmr natural Genius^ and what Jri" 
umphs are we decreeing to the Superi' 
ority of our own Underflandings ? 
WhcreaSy God knows, this is nothing 
at .all to the purpofe, or at moft hut 
the fame thing . t^ith the Jmpertit^ence^ 
fridey and Pedantry of thofe Men^ 

who 
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lifhare only Stnatterers in Leaffilng^ 
fuperficUl ^aders (f ^ooksy the 
Jiporn Heralds of Authors and Edi- 
tions y ColleSlors of hard or high- 
founding^ Words and crabbed Thra/ety 
eagtr Hunters aft^ ^les and Ety''. 
m(^ogySy or mere ScholarSy ani there" 
I fore mere Ajfes. 1 won't repeat whdt. 
1 ^tnOnflrated- i& you ^ f for I thougl^ 
\ it: nforth the Mrt«>. Stmt the -frfritjii 
oftheintelleUudlOrgiinsin hdthSexes'y 
i akii4hat'ifhdt'''fuh *tfH both m thi 
fitkn^^'fodt^-iri^, pifiAhtrfe of Urdirtary 
I ^t^efr) {t^^'^tr denfd by no body} 
\ mA^'*'em eqitidly ckpdblle of "dhlnt^ 
\ fHVtmentSy hUdihefbut'etjitallyttie 
\ fame Advantages of' EduaUiMy 'Trd^ 
I W, Company y and the Mdnagement ef 
\ 4jfdrs, ' ''- ^' •• 

•■ ■ « ■ ' 

6. J MIGHT difpenfe i»mhe 

Trottble of alledgin^ %eajpniy' where 

Bxperience is Jo exprefs ofntjf p^j 

and 'tis notlihl^^^i^ pti^haytY^* 

• " ^ot 
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90t fome intire Volumes , ufhich 1 re» 
commended to your Libraryy contaimng 
nothing hut the IJ^es of fuch IVomen^ 
emang tht Ant'tents and the Modems^ 
M became famoui in their own TtnKf' 
and deferVd to ha,ye ttjeir Names 
trnnfmitted to ^ojteri^^. for. their adr 
mirable Writings in 'Philofophy^ Diyir 
nity. Morality, and Hijiory, in Ferff 
and ^roje, as well as for their ap- 
froVd Skill in 'Paintings in Mujicky 
and in all the other Arts and Sciences^ 
in the ConduSi of formidable WarSf 
and the Adminijiration of Qyil AjfairSy- 
no lefs than in private (kcohomji, 
Diogenes Laertius dedi' 
cates to a Lady the Htfiory of the Oft* 
nionsastpell as the Lives of the antient 
Wlofophers'y and therefore "8* muft 
fuppofethat fhe underjlood their feverd 
Syfiemsy many of 'em extremely mtri^ 
eMie and ahfirufe, efpeciaUy thafe in 
which fhe moji ddightedf the FhiUfO' 

/'^ii/Pi.ATo md3fiGuiin$^ 

Monfiettr 
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Monjieur Menage hds written a 
male ^ook of the Female ^hilo/opherSy> 
tnfcriVd to a Woman now altVe^ the 
Qlehrated Madam D a c i E R, Vau^^^ 
ter to the great Thitologifl T a n a- 
-Q; u I L F A B E R. /4ll the Learned 
Wcrld has dor.e Jujike to her excel- 
lent WorkSy and no body quejlions but 
(his one of the bejl Critics of our 
Time in the Greek and Latin Authors^ 
of iphich the ample Tenjton Jettl'd on 
herhy the French ^ng is truly the 
ipeakeji Argument ^ conftdering fome 
others' that are in his ^ay. I coud 
write a. Volutne to you my Jelf of fuch 
as I know 'It be in JeVeral ^arts: of 
Europe y without recalling from the Dead 
the ^ythagoric Ladys of antknt Italyi 
And arrt6ng diners others in England 
(ufhere m^erlhtlejs they arei.f£arce e^ 
nough) ym may find a Lady not perj- 
fonaUy known tb they wha^ u abfolute 
-Mifirifs of the mofi abftriiEkd Specuh 
.lations in the :x!Metaplyfics^ and who 
^i ^ ' ' with 
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with an eafy Turn of Stile md Ar^U' 
ment bos defended Mr. L op k's Effay 
of Human Underilanding/^^din/^ 
the Letters <f an Eminent Vtyine, 
Her 'Book is intitul'd^ A Defence of 
the Effay of Human Underftanel- 

ing, written by Mr. Lock, 

In Anfwer to forae Remarks on 
that Effiy. 

7. F 1^ Wonum wifely golfent' 
ing of States and tlfeir Valiant QanduSh 
in War, I heed not go back to the 'Bakfn . 
Ionian S e M 1 R a M i s, :t/;e Scythim, 
T H o M Y R 1 s, the 'Britifh B o a-s 
D t c E A, or the 'Palfnyrean Z. e M 0-' 
B 1 A. Vf^kaf think you of M a r- 
G A R E t the famoM l^gent of thf< 
Spanijh Netherlands? And hou^ oftm 
have I htomtt. you tranfportid in read^ 
ing. the.glorkua Annals ..of mr osptl 
mo/ileamedLingfiyi, (Itaen £ li z av 
B £ T H,' 11^ cb^e and dire^ed her\ 
inccn^ableGmfellors, and »ho^mfely 
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gayt hopes to the Tapifis of her Pa- 
yor at the fir ft, that fl)e might after' 
wards {as Jhe did) with the greater 
Security ejiablijh the Trotefiant Reli- 
gion on an unfhaken Foundation ? Thtts 
jhe became in a fmaU time the "terror 
of her EnemySy the Darling of her 
SubjeiiSf the Support of kr AOys, 
and fU'd aU Europe then fifith EnVy 
and Admiration, as Jhe has (ince done 
the whole World with her 2^ame. Ai 
this Very in/iant, Qtuen Anne, lt>ho 
graces the jam Throne, and who pro- 
pofes £ L I.Z A B fi T H /or her Tat- 
tem, ahmdantly [hows what a Lady is 
capaiU to do. For as fhe yidds to 
no Trince whatfoeVer for the Admi- 
ti^ratkn of common Juftice in her Co- 
mmons, in mMntainir^ moji powerful 
Fleets hy Sm and numerom Amtys by 
Lmdy m kta^g the Grand ABiance 
if fa vutt^ dijferent ^(atumt and <Plrr- 
fuapom agamfi the Tytwmf of France^ 
md fnyiiiag fit Suf^yt f^ the 

Wars 
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Vicars in Qtrmmy^ FlanJers^ Spm^ 
aidtlie.hidiesifo {Hffjat feems to be 
yU a vei^tier . Task) /he keeps fucb 
an eVen Balance among the feVerd \ 
contei^ing Partyi at borne, that they \ 
oreM able, accorSr^ to their unna* j 
turalTHfpofitionSy to opprefsor devour j 
one dnother • mJI even fucb as oppofe 
her ju/i Jitkinfalfor of a . preteftJed. 
^Brother, find her As merc'tful m her 
Lenity to their ^erfons, as prudent in 
preventing their pemcious Defigns. 
She has giVm fufficknt Proofs that 
fhe wiUnotbeinfmncd by the Clamors 
of, bigots from any Q^artery as meU 
knowing W to be the reftlefs Ftrebrmdt 
ef. Society, and the Vifturbers 4/ the* 
piddk TrmtqtaUkyy under prHenct of, 
having greater £eal than^thefiS'fn^ 
!2(r/^i«t, : »bik thfy only pufru^rmardi 

their- o»ny'pariktdaryi*^ms and jk^ 
fiffUy iho triider the falfe color ef 
adsnaoQii^ Go/Ps €aufe or the Chwr^ 
^fVerthe^s i.fh,gtmoiify tndtg¥mtri 

.■•'•■'■•" to 
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to quiet and fatisfy the JMinds of ah 
forts of Men^ without mgleEling the moft 
unreafonable ; which extraordinary (jooL 
nefs ( not duly underfiood at the benn* 
ning) did animate the malignant Tarty 
too hajidy to p?ow their Vmdi^ive and ar* 
bitrary iipirity as it drew fome peaceable 
Murwurings from the Frie^tds of Libert \^ 
out of jipprehenftons for her Majeftys 
Safety and the TreferVation of the iom^ 
monwealth. !But her Enem\s were 
fadly difappointedf and her dtittftti Sub^ 
jeHs feafonably confirm dy when it 
appeared to ail the World {and tit us 
here efpeciaUyj by her Speech at the. 
openir^ , of this Seffion of ^arliamenty 
that jhe woud not only gp'pem the 
Qhurch and State according to the knonm 
Laws. of Englandy but UkeHfife refo- 
htdy mainttan the ^fgd Succeffim m 
the Trote/iant Unr, ^imkhu full and ini' 
partid Toleration tb ali^rttefiant Dip 
[enters^ lieres bup a> /hcrt CbaraBer 
of wbit'tdu^Utk Mti^its of a Wo^- 

man. 
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marif and this under the Difadvantage 
of /uccefding fo greeu a Man as IQng 
1}7 1 L L I A M. Or if there ttfanted 
yet an Bxainplej 5J(?^, to recomile 
you to'FetnaleAhilityy 1 "Qfou'd attedg 
tlx Trefumptive Heir of our Qrovny 
her EleHoral Highnefs the Trince/s 
S o p H I A f who for the mamy Lan» 
guages Jhe fpeaks fo perfeSily, for 
her >afi I^wledg in Hijiory, her 
deep height in State-Jffairs^ and nice 
mderflandir^ of the principal Contro- 
yerfp in ^eligiwi and Thihfophyy a 
highlf applauded by moft of th Learnid 
lihn in Europe, Nouf^ if after aA 
theft ^eapms and: JnJianceSf you are 
ndt yet become a fricere Coiyert, 
jm jhaif rua only be prono^ncd 
an dfiinatc fireticky but be deii- 
ytrd oyer to the $com of the Ladyt, 
df atk ade^H<ite Tuni/hment of your 
Cthmi ' 



^ The Prefacwi" 



** 



5. BUT i?o.Tl?eV(7* you conti^ 
^' :t tujposd^ as to this .^ mattery )tt 
the Lnigth and Ktimbir.of the Dif- 
tutivjis I fend hereby^ are ajufjicimt 
/aijivir io what ^ou ^yVteqf fffyordi- 
ihuj OicHpations in this Tlace.- The 
Lj^dy at whofe'^iquifl 1 wrote, the 
itvjft oJ \77iy . mnts no QmiIi fixations 
jjr iCmprekcndmg their ,iftnt(rits^3 ^o 
more than p)e vented Qirw^tyto pro* 
pjc the QucpfQn; , $he wd^tJiMds )io}\e. 
of the ant tent LmgUiigeSy fho fin knows 
yerj well th&JniportanccpfA^ 
and will bdie')?e ,iiQ Matters xii,(^i^a^ 

/ukc\ 06 io obviate^ ^^f^ . .?£^«^/p of 
thoje JO J^honi 'pH^rti^y ^ffJ^J^^^^^'/? 
jhm the/eMt^^^ CKiJ^^.a/^^I??; 

IVords of the Quotations in the Mar^irf^j 
tho tn iny Difcourfe to the Lady they 
run imthe^fame co)ifinH^d Tiered and 

Sttle 
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Stilf with the. reft* This has bin the 
Ijttddble hiabod of the , Jntients, mt- 
withftandin^ the Modems haVe fo. 
[irangtly perplex* d their ^aders with. 
the odd manner of inftrting, their Au* 
tlmitysi nor did eyer^yx^erfpn pre-- 
tend that a ^man. Lady of good^ 
Senfe cou'd mt^ read Q i 9 e |i o oi., 
Human Dutys, or his Vidogues 4-^ 
bout Divination, becaufe he has artfulr . 
ly wrought into bis own Text and Wards ^ 
fo many ^ajfages of the Greek Wri'^ 
ters i whet^eas tjto IVmoff on Earth (and 
yery few Men) can fnake /my thing 

0/ S e I, o fi N oyr S A L M A $ I u s« 

wtthout beit^ tir'd (ind di/gt^ed, which 
cou*d. not fatly eVen had they written 
in the tilgar Langjuages, . Ho fay 
that Laifs ought not to be trouH'd 
vfhh Atuhority in ^ii^oningf is not 
only to fay that they are unreafonable 
Qrtatwesy ,bt/it alfo that the Scripture 
muft never be i^uotedto *em in ^liffon \ 
k^cauft the Men mill not let them 

b 1 learn 
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learn fJehrelify or that they are not 
will'mg thtm/ebes to fpoii the 5o/f- 
nefs of their Tronmtiation iy fo harfh 
a Langui^, 

9.. TOU may depend- upon it, 
S1%y that my (jorrejfondent is one of 
the niojl curiom Terfons you eVer 
kmwy and Mijirifs of a ■ yajl Compafs 
of I^totpied?^ haVrng read ail that's 
worth ilx'pms'in the KfodemTongue^y 
to fpeak nUhing of the heft' Tran/la- 
tions from iht antient OriginuU: and 
douhtlefs yo^U aUow a Lady to- admire 
thofe old Mi that are long fince dead, 
provided [hi ejieemt the young Men 
that def^\*e it amm^ thk Living. 
7ho fame may' think SE(I^E2^A 
an imaginary Lady, yet -1 affnre yo» 
in particular that (he's a 'Pery real- 
Terfon, "Pfhich I the rather: repeat^ 
both to create in you a better Opbiim 
if Women, having fo frequently prif/i 
you to marry ; and in hopes thatyot^lf 

give 
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give fmb an Education to your Daugh- 
ters (if.eyer you .haVe ar^) as to be 
a ha^inx Example to others : for the 
fpraHke of one Man of Vortune^ 
'Birthy and ^putationy has often gone 
Very far towards reforming a whole 
Country* . As for othrSy 'tU. no mit' 
ter if they fliB belteVe S E ^EXIA 
a ^mantic Namey like tk Marchionefs 
of Monjieur, de Fontenelles 
in his Plurality of Worlds: for 
thefU be fo juji however to acKnottt- 
Udgy that if I had the making of a 
Womm according to my. own Fancy y 
Ihe /houd he t^uke another thing from 
thofe yainy giddy y- affe^ed, pratUngy 
and gawdy, t.hi^^if u>ho are as cheap as 
ihty. arf common, and Tt>h0y as they 
are notjnng but Out fide tkmfelvesy Va* 
Jue nothing but Outfide in others-, being 
Stranjjtrs to oB good Q^alitys, Void 
of f olid Vertue and true JMerit ; fit 
only for an hour's DiVerfton or Amus^- 
mtnt^ ,hut not for tk principal De- 

b ) I'^ht 
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/ig/>( imd mji^oltthlc Soriwy of .Life. 
thi) is m mnre a %efteHm m tht 
Women, thaii on tte ^tiKralitj »y the 
Men , vhafe Fopfer}, Sin^ularit} , 
fride, Igmrmcl, and Intethferiince, 
mujl [it 'em at leaji on an equal hot- 
tint Tlfith the 'other Sex- i^r ou^ht 
this Ccmftderation to heighten your A- 
Verfon, hit your Qautm, face he- 
iig none of thofe Men, jo'u ihaj. rea- 
Jonahly expcB your match imin^ the 
Women, 

1 o. B UT leaving the Laiyi for 
rt(J time, 1 tmfl prepare you a_ little, 
Sl'Ji, for reading tlx Letters annixt, 
' by telling ^oh the Jeferal Occ'aftms tf 
writing them. Ike Suhjeli of the 
fi'fi Letter ii The Origin' and)' tor(je 
of Prejudices, nk' from their fhypcal, 
tut their moral Cnujes. iheOccajiott 
was my fhomingtp SE^BttA the 
foOowing Tafptge .of CicERO. 
■ ■ ■' •■■'Nfcilher 
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* Neither Parents i' /.iji k ) • of 
Nurfe, or School matter, pr Poec, or 
Playhoufe depraves our Senfes, nor 
can theConrcnc of the Multitude 
iniflead chem : but all forts of 
Traps ^re laid to (educe our Un- 
iler {.landings, either by thofe whcni 
I juft. now itienijon'd, who when 
they receive us tender and igno- 
rant, iiifccb and bend us as they 
pleafe j or elfe by that Pleafure 
which lies fo deeply rooted ia 
every 0;ne of our Senfes, the pre; 
tended Follower of Good, but 
thfc real Mother of all Evils, cor- 
rupted by vvhofe Alturemencs, we 

do. not fiifficiently diftinguidi thofe 

b 4 thina5 






♦ Scnfus noAros non Parens, non Nutrix, non 
Ma^(ler,non Poeta, non Scena depravac, non multitudinis 
Confeofus abducic : ac vero Animis omncs tcnduiiciir 
IflfidiaE^'vd abiisquos modo enmneravi, qui ccncrcs 
8c rudci cam acceperunc,ixifidimc & tlc^unc uc v^^lunc : 
ydabca, quajpcnitus in omni fcnfii implicata iniidcc, 
imiMtrix Boni volupcas, Malorum aucem nuter omniuir?, 

Ci:i".:> 
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things ihac are good by Nature, 
becaufe they ivanc this So&Defs 
ar.d Tiiillation. Adnurmgtht maj- 
tirl) ttrtrgth^ and yet natural Eafmifs 
of tlxje IVords, JJ:e own J to wie^ that 
after difcoVcrin^ mmy T^ejndices to be 
r tally Juchj jet Jl^e did not find htr Jdf 
j^rjicily curd of their Influence andfre^ 
quent ^P^turns. Ff^kerefore fke de- 
mandtd my Opinion of this matter in 
Tt'rttwg^ Tifhich I performed in as brief 
a manner ns I coudj taking that Irery 
TijJJage for my Text ; fhowing the fuc- 
ce/jiVe Growth and Increafe of Treju- 
dices thro eVery Jlep of our LiVes^ and 
proving that all the Men in the World 
are joind in the fame Confpiracy to 
deprave the "^eafon of eVery uidiVtdual 
^ erf on. 1 haVe drawn as lively a 
TtBure as Icoud in little^ of the Tre-- 



cujus Blondiciis corruBti quf nan^a faapa iuati quu 
dulccdinc hac Sc fcabie carcDc, noo c^rnumis&tk De 
Leg. lib, tn, 

judkes 
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jitdices in all Qmdit'tons of Men^ nor 
haye J tax'd any thin^ ^ "^hat if 
blatnd by eVery one in others^ hw/ey^er 
they may indulge their own Mifiakgs : 
ahd he that mHinferf that I am againfi 
ettjjer Leammg^ or ^ligiotti 9f Go- 
yernmenty from what I hal/e cenfurd 
in Schools y Unil^erlitySy ChitrcheSy or 
Statefntfny may mtb as good reafan 
pretend that 1 am againfi breedir^ up 
or nurfeng of Chil^eny againfi all Tro^ 
fefjms and Irades, againfi ordinary 
ConVerfaiwiy or livir^ in Society ; 
fince there's none of thefe without 
their peculiar JbufeSy and that they 
are only fuch Jbufes which I Mf* 
prove, 

II. T H E Jecond Letter amtms 
The Hiftory ot the Soul's Immor- 
c^ky am9ng (he Heathens, and 
was written at S E<!El^BNAs ^' 
After mjmg m weity, wbci 
ihir Jufiice was done ro P i. a t p i^ 

a 
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a FrerKh TranflAtmof^his.PsH .tdo, 
ithich 1 retommendtd to tkr^ and my 
anfwering that hii Seife T^as prett) well 
nprefenfed^ tho his Hligance far from 
being ej^reji ; [he ivohde/J that the 
reading of that ^ook coud add any 
Force W C a t o'i ^efolutm of laying 
violent ^ hands on himfelf to aVoid 
f ailing imder the Ufur Ration of C if- 
s A R| and much morie'th'at it couJ 
Jo tranfport C l E o m b t or u s of 
yimbracia 06 to precipitate himfelf into 
the Seliy the Jooner to arrlye at that; 
happy State therein defcrib'd : ackhm-;- 
hdguig that fhe found little cogent 
Evidence y and a mrld of predarioui Sup- 
po/itionsy throughout that whole tediouf 
J)ialogue. 1 told her . that Divine 
Authority vtm the Jure fl^ Anchor! qf our 
Bdpej' and The iejt if ffot tl>e only pL 
Monjlrhthn iff the SoulW Immortality. 
I addeiy ihai it w44 natyflrdnga to 

fihjt thitf)pmm doum'y^ %X^^ '^S 

Many -o/ ^IJi f}eath%f'^nd itiddi a 
■ matter 
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ihatter of fuch IrfSffermce hy mfi of 
'ein, corifidemg ho^ it fir ft cam^ xtt 
he' known ammg tfxm^ and the feeble 
^afotts they bad to btlul^e it : cdnttu- 
dmgy ' that C A t* 6 vdud not 6aVg 
prViVd the Lihetti xf '^pna^hadht 
'm'yfer feen the V^Xs of P l ^a t 6' ; 
that the Story 0/ C l e o m b r o tti s 
was far from being weB attefted; that 
fme of the Jntients themfelVes laidlu- 
tle' firefs on the Arguments tkre put ih 
the mouth ofSbtkkTESf and that 
Cicero, tlje pn^efi Admirer of 
,Pl a to, and birticuiarly of this 
!Bo(A, cou'd yet give his Cenfure of it 
in thefe words : ^ But I know noc 
•how it happens ( fays he ) that 
while t read I aflent ; but When I 
havclaldande the Book, and be- 
gin to reafon with my fetf about 
•• the 



. * Sed nefiaoquo modo, dum I^ afintfift^ :' aim 
foAA IJbraii^ ic meeua ipfe de ImmorQlitate Ani- 

narum 
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the SpuKs ItDmoitalky, all chat 
AfTent is vani(h*d. She was fur' 
pn:^'d to hear me talk, of a Time whtm 
t\:U Opittim begun ammg the Heathens^ 
at if like ^her Notions it had its pro- 
}jer Jutborsy Fayorers^ or Oppofers, all 
wJ/tch 1 rouHflly affirm d to hery and 
that witlTal I »Qud fho» her the gra- 
dual ^rtgrefs of it thro all the ^arts 
ej , the Earth then knowny together with 
the true Original of the Toetical Fables 
cottceniing the Blyfian Fields, tfje ^' 
yerSy JudgeSy Qntes, and Ferryman of 
Helly of Souls bfing di/quieled for 
want of orderly Burialy and mmifefi 
Proofs (hat the antie^ Egyptians were 
the. genuine Fountains of all J^aininz 
■and Religion to the Heatljpt . Ww^ld. 
AH this 1 have endeavoured to nu^ ottty 
J i^ill not faf by tke.beft j^horitys 
that ever werey but by the beji in. the 



iiuium coepi cogiure, Aflenfio omni; ilhelaUnir. 
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iit^ i for in thtft cafes ^e^JkioHS 
oi^ht to go fur n9t^g^\ and ihere- 
fore ufhen we fay that fuch -^r fucb 
were the firfi tiikt taught^ Aftrmomff 
thathuilt fe^Hplesy HMtvpractis'd S^a^- 
gkky we def'Hot- mean obfoltM^ the 
Jtfft (fair in fa mmf Agis mho c&u'd 
be certain of tba6?) hut> the\ 'fiyftkhat 
can he pro^f'i eat^^twSf^ ttfjaye 
done I and thm t t^ud be undirjiood 
whenelfer lex^efi npf fe^ in that 
manner, t haVe in this Letfier like* 
wife proVdy that theiOpiniotttf the Sotd's 
Immortality had not Us beginmng from 
tbe^lMofojfheti ^ . as moKit^ fuch an 
hfkrtttce frojk theSpontm^m\}4Minf,. 
dtfo/flHin^y or Spetltb of Mb ^\ Aiir, . as 
the. contrary i I hdlM flHnmftWJSf^idK^ 
amof^, the lAathtns to h0l».MHifrjk^ 
taken up^hytht. Mok^ popnhr Irk^sims^ 
ofHK'ieconmg the Do^FMns ef^^hi^ 
fophersf who firiyeto fuj^pan. hy good 
^afms what the others k^gmmith June 
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W: y^ery had ones,- If:, what I ha^e 
died^dhe found to he true, it fir/i 
confutes, thofe who commonly juppofe 
that the Heathens had karnt the Soul's 
Immortality from the JewSy\ and Jecond- 
ly. the Offinton which Pr^Co ward 
has efpomdy * That the feparate 
Extft^ce of Human Souls pto- 
ceeded from the Heathen Pnilo- 
fophers *nd no dther s } tho when 1 
wrote thaf'^ Letter I did not know there 

1 

was any fuch Bwk in the world as the 
DoEloKS, whichi hdVe but lately feen, 
and. fbimd nothing m it to, my purpofe, • 
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fUA I 'i^>. the third. Letter wrkten 
like»\fetoSE%RJ>iA; andatfkr 
onm Pefirejpiill find- The Origin 
of iio\2ttyy~expl(un'd after a "Very 
different manner from ifhai^s commmfy 
rtcet^d: i There alf&yw may read the 
ftfji^ai^siff 4lj^ Beathen Templefy 

••^'■•. -X nv--.-'-,.- ■ < - I .' 4 ■ ■. ■ " . '. 
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Triejis, anil Altars, thtirFeafisy •anei^- 
Suffifii^s i 'iff Im^es:, Stattilfiy^ amd 
lutelary ToUfmy^iifGhoftiyi Speiiersy 
OracUsy MagUijKy and\JuSe4drf Afka-^ 
lo^i, with the .^afons how Tiopk'- ■ 
ca,rttp to imagine th'at fiealf^iiiof'the. 
TJqce of the ^ood) )i>as oVf K ihir 
BuMiyiAnd thdt fiitll (er the ffifm 
of the if^ickedy. wal4tnder 'their feet j 
Hp/yi tlxy look n^sii/ben they ■■p)*ayy • 
and JeVerd mher. thin^i of thianHitiri'y 
fox ifhkh it'si generally imagind'no ac- 
coHfft can ,be\ -^efi .bepdei Xufiom^ w 
thi^t in ^he.Ahyfrnf, l^wf, •dn^^iMeib' 
'k. It^m of.ftaptityfiohmemy fiuh 
C^igin^ls' arei. cinrrfi^ifniifyi' 'i^«>yWi-*' 
^^frnK'**^^ 'Hkemfiij^en «p^ 4hk^^uinti^ ^ 
f^r. thf^nncipd ^vtle 'iHacheH:^^^^'^- 
the^ o^^i^tfiripuonri r% Un nkitk'i^ 

^tkdivptys iplneh^'.hay(f m-ito^'^^V 
ga(if^st(he FfSioMS'^of ^oetiytr^'^ 
Exti;aVagt^s cf hmmihiki^mmitiHf^' 
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hu no way to he probably reduced to the 
Bxacintfsof Hiftory, ^ndlaflof all 
ii explain d the threefold Divifiou of the 
Heathen Theology into liatural^ CiVdy 
and Toeticaty with the Allegorical Inter' 
pretation of their MyfterySy and a ^Pa" 
rallel of their Trailices with the Cor- 
ruptions of Chriflianity ; whereby it ap- 
pears that in all Ages Superfiition is 
acludly the fame, however the Names of 
tt may Vary* Tins third is the longeji 
of all the Lsttersy but you'll think it 
impoffihle th^U in'fo fhort a mte any 
SatisfaSiim cm be given concerning fd^ 
ntany different SiAjeBs as'fhaVe already^ 
ndrriidf Wit fOi'infifi on what I have not 
timt to' mention : ^ nifd • therefore you are 
to/ii^ofa that I Jon ^ empty -'tfl'mvrl^\ 
plie^htrff.aitd Miver atf that'Miy h^ 
f4id ot^mh <^ihef^Headi (whieh Iha^ - 

bin Ur lAv''? ^'iw^i) ^ ^^iy ^ ^^'^ 
fbBlyfhce^aiytA.niAif^m ^v^'^'tHI/^ 

ti^y<ifil^yyMd tnt^ii^l^ to a'^iittiyf 

dnd:^wfljgimbp»iiH CapMckyfii,' " IW 
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if.Tiof ^« Argument therefore that I 
h4!»e no mwe 'l(eafons or Authority s 
left to defend what may be reckon d 
dangerous TaradoxeSj by fuch as are 
mortally afraid if they are led but on( 
JUp cut of, th common ^ad^ tho but tQ 
make their way p?orter and jafer^ or to 
Ti^alk upon Carpet Downs y inftead ofwanr 
d/mg guidelefs thro a Wildtrnefsy oVer 
Lakes and Moraffes^ among dreadful 
^cks and Trecipices. 

I J. YOU'B wonder y Jlel'teye^tha^ 
jpfoud differ fo much fyith about the 
Dr'tgin mdi'rQgrefs of Iklatryyi^kh one 
wU/e Sook on this "Very SubjeB 1 ha^e 
fo lately . recommended to you fmdtr atf 
fidHntageo)4& Cbarafler ;- . I mean tl?c 
tn^Jifattiyful and labof'tous Jntiquarji 
A N T Q NT .V' A N p A X. B, princip4 
^tyficUn rothiiQi^ •. of ^f^arlem,. My 
Opirnn tfjhaf ,^ooK^ U fiill, ^the fame, 
miy that (W; ?<<;/;<» '/«(<^,^ij(-),,<»^</ df 

\.-:'. c * A 
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A comple-4C Co^'edtfCKi c^ zhc mofl 
an:rerjt Hca:Hcn, jcwifli, 2iid 

th^n^l art inth^t Bio4 >^/]l z€ WJUiy 

M f ni^!^ bui tt:;U fuiJof chr^r Ori^m^ 
or nmhng co^Hra^j to My Ai^hmiys^ 

ixcrpc »!)at I haVe cwfattJ dknmt 
tk irio^/hip of th Olrjlui Bfhiys I 
anJtheTr^reJf of U^'JiUj /ram Chai-' 
dva to -yia md other T^rts of JlfU, 
partictdarly to lonia^ tls:nc€ to Greece^ 
and f'} 0/1, barely juv^^iid^ ttd not of^ 
ferd to he proV J, as may be /ten in the 
fecond and third Qhapars of the fir ft 
Dijjertationy H^htre the Subject « indeed 
but mchkntally hinted. Kor do I qw/^ 
tion but that learned ^entle^awi will pre* 
fcr good Authority^ tho not fommonly 
taken notice of^ to a yuhar Error ^ tho 
generally approved. A^/r. Vandale'^ 
Hijhryofthe Heathin Oracles youha\^ 
aheady per us d mth-^^real SdtisfaHion. 
He ha4 lately pubUfh^4 eleVefi Vijferra^ 
tiont relathi^chieflylo't'hle Sacred Func^ 
tion s of tbi''Hettthen(\ ^'ij^btr^in from 

Medals^ 
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Me dais y InJicriptiojiSy- and Taffagh «/ 
Authors f Vaji VifcoVerys are made in 
Antiquityi He has df pre/ent iff the 
T^reff a Confutation' of the pretended 
A R I s T E A s , iind cottje<iimllf iht 
Bijldry of the Greek Imftatton ^cfiht 
Oldjeliament, falffy dttrihAfed to the 
feVenty Interpreters^ Tn the fimViy^ 
kme k .ti^ats of thi anhim 4Qies ff 
^ufifihaiioii and '^e^Hefriitiin; mVf^afh^ 
ihp^' SpHMnp^ yfrnrfrnX: fyWn» 
ter;;.9f bloody and thi0€* liheMe *» 
artist- eStpe^man^ iii^u$^Ofemfti^(f9 
yiktS^id'Chriflian 'Bkpttfmi Aliver*4^ 
not my ^ifW-the ^reai^ freedv^, -htaj 

^m^k^.^ov i^^m 4irm thm) ^ii 

f-iffjonm(^yeWof^7>P)ktify W'#Ji'^i^' 
ifU friends; ^thafi^P^ver \kH^i'9f 
^Ui^tSM^ nkwMjflaniihg his nanop 
-Piriunty dndofnohkrThmxhtfttkd 
t9 he A 'Biff t t9' any tkin^ ^^an/i 

Q % plain 
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plain il(eafm or Authority. 

14. / H AVE mUten other Let- 
ters to S E^BNA^ and concerm^ 
matters much more curious $ hut not 
haV'mg yet tranfcrih'A *em fairy J fend 
you ittftead of. them two ThUofo^caf 
Letters^ written to Gentkmen akogC' 
ther wfJbfoim to you. The firji, bein^ 
the fourth in the Pacquety was fent to 
ad'txceffive Admirer (fSvisosA, 
one whoBy addHi^ to his TrincipleSy 
^ndrefutid fhfi\ befi tf mf t/^^ under- 
fiandj^s ^yfim* jifter haying dif- 
puied, ie^etiir itt, feVeral times on je- 
Veral &eadsy Jtold-J^oncOyen paf- 
fant, that the wholf jFabrifi,^ of tkat 
^.hilofi^ IMS. without any /oiiilWr 

hfild, rWQu'dmoner In me be'^itt^-iiUy 
^ittjt^ leifure m^l) in a loyefy Coui^^ 
igy-^^tiriment, J wrote tf^-^Lett^,^ 
S^gt^Terfon . 4/. txtraardimaryJiaWr- 
^^jie freely aAftotfJe^A S<]p i Jf ^ 
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i A to he defeSiiVe in that point\ and 
cmfequently m i^ that depended on it^ 
tho be had ne^er obferVd fo much he- 
forej and fome other Spinofifts jhow^d 
the fame It^enuitu But a- ^it/e- 
many no kfs iHufimus for his txcel' 
ient Learmng than his nchlePanufy^ hal^ 
kg ^ot a j^ht of tphat they ftil'd -tbo 
Confutation of Sp i n5s a j' and 
Jfhkh they handed one to' anotktr'y 4n 
heftomd many Commend^t^s (not- \ftt 
for me to repeat) ^ that part of' ^ 
Letter which dire^ly regarded that 
fhilofopher : Mt exprejl hU-f>ifikt 
nf the latter party mtherein <I declared 
my own Ofiniony that Motion is efTeiV' 
till CO Matter no lefs than^ExtcA^ 
iion, and that Afattat neither I^ViV 
was nor eyercan he'a»flti^[ht d(ad. 
and inaBivt Lump; or. in a State V 
* abfolute Xepofe, To the federal Oft- 
j^iotts he was pkas'd to mahy -pye^- 
turnd\ diftioB Anfwers in the Jeesgid 
(JtUTy \ which is $he fif^ 4iii 6^ - iii 

c } the 



The Preface. 

t}?e Tacquet. . For the Jpologys' I 

mnke abota maintdm'mg a Kattonjo 

fiatly cppofite iotbto the Anttents-and 

iiiodernsy I; refer ym to the Letter 

k.felf^ ui^ere .)otCll..Ukfmfe ht con* 

Vm/.d that ittyM fthion. is mt: charge** 

4^le yfith anyMj. thojt.ill Confe^tunceSy 

tQfohifh at firjl j^Bfit ma,y \jeem vh^ 

'mxioui, lyjhalt- not amicifuite. you^ 

9t>n Qh/erVation ytith relation lo what 

purport ant UfiritMnnylerVe.iri 9i:Hoi> 

foph, fince the -. QjHjiion ought not to 

he- how amVeHientf hut horn tme it is ': 

nor mU I excuje my ipriiing \tf the 

Myfttrys of Philo/ophy in /o ..pidu a 

Sti^f being foihry Jhsdnot time enough 

to render tbofe things much mure com^ 

mm and intelligihte,, it being . a great 

deal eafier to deliver, 'emin^lhe ordtnary 

Tirmt of Art } hu( thmft'tfer are Uft 

.Judges of the ControVer/y, and the 

Si^efi made lefs. u/efiU or entertam" 

jingf , I hope, if ir. Cd wa Ro 

( whofi kfi iBook 1 haye lately perus'd) 

.! J happens 

i 
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happens t^ fee thir Letter^ ihjt l>e 
wiil mt affertrit.^ to be -evidently 
plain thac Motion is 'tioc Maccer'^ 
tho if w 6 come to define -k, fayt. 
hty wc cart' hardly find Words Vta 
cxprefs its Quiddity by : for J fat- 
cy I have made it yery cledr^ thai:: 
si^otion is hit Matter finJer a certain' 
Conflderation^ tho it does not imply or 
exhauft tU while Idea of^iS^dautry .jml 
more than Extenfion doe$t, ■ One that. 
fa» {as he pfoftjfei fo dv^^y.tho 
Poflibilicy- of' God's endbwingi 
Matter with feif-movehc \Princiv 
pies, will no hr^er hold it> taiie pbiloA 
ibphically impoffiblc:' nor maintMn 
that II it does HOC always' exert it 
ielf from (ome latehci'. and un-r 
known fteaforti of the . Divine 
WifHom i and thefe ^eafms he -gutf* 



. \ 



* Qrand Ellay, f. 74. 
t Ibid. Frtface. 
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fes may he ^ to preferve the Order 
and Frame of the Univcrle, which 
ijje thinks) ilioud all Matter ftarc 
up into Self-mocion, wou'd ne-^ 
cefTarily be deftiroyd, and there* 
fore God has thought fit to . re- 
ftrain it. W^w he conftders my At' 
gununtSy yU jind no fuch danger to 
the UniVerJe, as he apprehends, from 
J4atttr's ionfiant Exerctfe of its effetp- 
mlASiim : and indeed it wou'd be a 
CwtraMlim that Motion Tifas ejjential 
to Matter, and jet that only fome 
IParts of 'Matter, and an certain occa* 
fions, were endow' d with a power of 
p»y'mg tijemfehes \ whereas Matter 
may as well bt fometimes without Ex- 
tenfion as mtbimt Motion, if there be 
any we^ht in my Allegations ; tho mi- 
ther this,nor that,mr anyiOther particular 
Xiireiiion of its Motion be ejfential to 
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it, hut left to the ordtnary^VeterrnvM' 
t'ms of the nuitutd AHim of 'Bodys 
on one another , or to the immediate 
Corner and mojl wife Tur^fe of Al- 
mighty God. ^Ut to fay that God 
may tah Motion from Matter ^ tho it 
uwe effential to it^ is to fay, that he 
can deprive it of Extenfion or SoU- 
dky ^ and this is to fayy that , he can 
make it no Matter, 

15. ACC0\V1KG iotheli* 
herty I ^aVe you heforiy yon- may in- 
Mfferently^ JhoT^ thefe Letferf to aU 
your AcquMttame that are, curious of 
fuch things, without inqturing wkther 
thty be friends or Foes to me-, whether 
they be Wngt or loryx, JiMitudina- 
rums or ^recffiitns, (kcafia^l Conform 
mifts or X^njurant Schismatics : far 
there's mthii^ in .this ^acqm, relatif^ 
U the Difputes which divide *tm at pre- 
fent either in ^eljgion «r Jr<4iticsj no- 
ihmg but what may he read without 
'■■ . Tajfion 



_ • • 
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faffton hy thofe of dBTartp^ Sefis, 

and f anions. Ihffe aH only innocent 

^■fearches into the Venerahle ^ins of 

j4miquiry, or fh^t FJfaysin TMo" 

fophy^ not calhutated io'O^end any^ but 

to ^leafe all V and to dtverty if they 

an not capable to inflruR: As fur 

thofe uho are jealoM of tVery thif^^ 

they ar e fufjk'tently fmruflf'd in h^Vtn^ 

their Qn/utes "Valudhy no body j and 

(as we ufe to quiet froward Children) 

to negUii ttifir Cotr^laints,' and not to 

iHmowr their fPettifhnefs^ is the mo/i 

eertAin way 0/ ftlenein^ thofe feeVifh 

J^^ts Errant^ mho are ahfays in 

fearcbof. new Adventures^ and wake. 

iVery one they encounter a Giant or a 

Dwarf, It were aft effeBual Method 

indeed todifewrage all ImproVenunts in 

Learnings all further ^rogrefs in 

^wTd/ledg or 'Politenefsy if Men cou'd 

be deter a from prejent'tng the World 

with the Opinions y Marnier ty ^eligions^ 

er Qo'if&ronents of the Jntients, lefl 

■ any 
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tnf of thi Moderns fl?oud fancy their 
Own 'Perfonages t9 hi '4^ed under- thit 
Difgui:^e : nor will 1 deny but Appli- 
cations' cf- this Kiiut may Jometims be 
iKryimffrally ntadty jbo a Writer had 
iKV^it.tibwgk or intended fuch a things 
wirtchi •deciare to be fHy pnfem Di/- 
ftftUon^ except where J haVe diredly 
expreji the Comparijon ; but fuch Infe- 
ttnoes ari^mueh eajier drawn, bytht Teo- 
pU'tanctrndy who imfi needs perceive 
the iitflef any^ iifbif kiM the greatefl 
^fembtauee '9>ith tfmt4)m Vofirins er 
^aBices^ ^^pm ^in this Qafe there 
remaJtUf in my^ j^gimnt, htt au of 
thefe tmff^hings f ■ either' to re jell what 
they themjehes defendi, if u be nohetter 
grounded ^an what Hj^ condemn in tht 
Antientiy and that perhaps it has pom 
thnce Us Very Original : (^elfe to get 
g Law enoEied^ that^eo^e muft »0r k 
ttid what the Antients belieV'dy and 
tijat the Modems never copyd any thim 
from them but what was ab/olmefy u/^ 

ful 



The Preface. 

fd and goody onuttmg S i^dt 
4ff>! way bad or errcnepttSm 

1 6, AS Jor the (!(efkiims 
may not be tif tiling to hear i^amfi mt 
from any of your angry Friends, I 
haVt often advis'd you not to trouhk 
ymr felf about; fuch Trifles no wore 
than 1 do I at leaft till you fee that my 
Sitters in Qturch and State can hi 
able to fecwe then^elves from the Siam 
ier and Calumny of thofe, whg ham an 
htereft to decry their Terfons, waiant 
AUUty to oppcfe \th»r Terformances, 
Mankind ia in ail J^s the fame- ; the 
fame Artifices haVe bifi ever -us'd to 
ra^ihevr^ajjionf or to m^mde their 
Ztdy and m Jj^eiogys can fatisfy fuch 
0s areaiigry mUbout a reafon, or out of 
perfm4 hatred :■ wherefore all wife 
iien h^ife tVer deffisd the Outcrys of 
tlAi figty and if they perfomid any 
tbmgworthytf Notice or Traifiy they 
wimi mmder nrare i».^(trivf% were 
' >^ not 



Thei^ie6w; 
mtbimA^f^ili^hil^in'i) that 
that tie) Hxre mi^mltjl atack'd /uthf) 
txftUti, J»Jfiith^ by tit Silmce if 
vtkrs.tmthar'W«ik»u cmtai^iile, 
«r ■^«i»i from the gmcrJi J^frjith 
Oon^tii they Uw(-v>rktett tie Jmb. 
pig. ythtteVerii^hth their FmOae. in 
thar .ann'Iimt, in^partid Po/ierity Joes 
juftice to their Memory, when that of 
their ^^'''farys js utterly forgot, .lor 
remettther'd onlytotheir.DifgriU:e,ftr 
their pi,yioM or igmrait Opfoftion <f 
ephat defery'i their Thaikf mi Jpjinh- 
tation. Of dl IPiahujfes Vrnty . ii 
certainly: the tM>ft.mAecomng f aid yet 
wittf <") 4^Pl'!"l '«'''>' "'oo ■' '"'^ 
a[i^ to think he.ctmMX'ftfon^tJiat 
tf^ be'f.tn^ry, ,'tis hecimfe he f<mi$ 
t^ver^ ihat.^^.ljti^,\^O^j^ .(Afhe 
i^jl^i.jp^l ,fc^ /^((^J/h to, <l*^ 
mim "dj^r'^n filf i. W i^t ."lap 
hifraifejat)uft,\'listi hlini hk^it- 
^'lEyn, > or ioefc^ underlie fiV^ 
^-^^ik.^. Chud, !m!rtmi.ji>fui.»e 
viw *»"*. 
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i^otVj of that peculiar Temper , that 
th^ camiot //Ve, if they are Mt be" 
fpattdrin^ one or othef, 5 and, if it be 
necejfary for thVtr Health, oir' that 
fheir Conjiitution requires thli/bif- 
thdr^e of their Chdkrj ufe ou^ht 'no 
more Vo blamethefhy than we find' others 
regard what they fay. As for the 
Cnara(5t:er ©f a' Ld w Churchman, 
■which'you fent me] 'dndfnchpthjfr AU' 




fysy and confidering the SatisfaHiont 
gave in VimJicius Liberiiis co^iii' 
ing the Exceptions takfn' at CHHUi- 
^nity not M^fterious; yet'" have 
wire-drawn tn) T^ame into iheifirre^ 
ligious InVeStiVes, ' and wot^d fieeds 
Jjtfrtor ine with their Abufes iii fo £M 
Company y as that of our mofi venle^i 
*rabk ^relatii j im, in Jhort, "haVii 
its^d the faHie Language fince my 5/-i 
khce 'and Compliance as before 5 W 
plainly ^idem, that all their Treteiices 

were 
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»ere ashypocrkicd ds:mir Charity is 
rictrrow^ ■ (hat they were iitffe'r '^Bed by^- ' 
Zeal for my Snufy hut Jitfatice'a^difijt nr^ 
^ erf on, ''Hoi 'puiofConcef^hfori^'e' 
^rchJiUttop^atifya Fii^m^and/pih^ 

6f \inuhertii>wdeAforjet1^SerVkeSy \ 
Mo can' ne'^ir \xf>eFl Thfeffent hjf ] 
'gl'eitfer. 'I^efe are theheh^M\ oc'i i 
<aftond'ihat Scandal on ihe€ttfXy;that 
they nelifer forgh^e '^ Mf^^m fortid 
fktt aj^eUfBo^ p'ould\hi '^argekhte 
with the Offends of afet^j who fcriB' 
hie without their Cpnjent. He Jhall at 
aity. tiftte haye thy Thanks^ dnd mi my 
Difpleafure] whb treats me pith Ho more 
^JpeSi than our neyer to he forgot' 
fen jyeliyerer from Slavery 'akd thf 
inimitabk Stah^ of our L^ertfy }Qt\^ 
Will Ia Uf ip^o gf^sin^Mohctt& 
(luarter)thant6'fi conjtderailia ^ody 
6f Trotefian^Mxgood' SithjeBs ds 
'}he Engiijh'^Hfeiiim^M' who fhom 
no more Tenaerriefs to' ttiej than to ail 
the moderate Members of the eftaUip)*d 
''->'**=- Church 



The Preface 

Church. !But that (Per/on has pleased 
fo Very fewiy his furious and intem- 
perate m<^ of ntritirtg, not to [peak, of 
his want of JQiowledgas weB as want 
ofCiyililyj and indeed the Very 'Defjgn 
of his Uhel was fo extremely^ wicked^ 
to opprefs fome^ and to divide us aUy 
that without regjord to him or thofe of 
his Kidney y I may Venture to declare 
my felf a Low Churchman at home, 
(Old an Qccafiottal Conformifl with the 
'Protejiants here. abroad. 

1 7. ,H jriKOfo weB pre- 
pared yQu. before for reading the foU 
lowing. Diffe^tations without any ^uk 
fir (Xbfiad^.jn your way-,. I fhoH re- 
leaf e you' i^ rny fdffrm any fur- 
Jther'j^rpujd^, at prefect, -only ajfuri)^ 
your that ;l (flWjg;.- to fee joft , (which J 
.hppe toJo',nM^JkH^f!y)^4t,ifiMch ^f 
^0fL in^njd^;^^ s{hat I m 
^ ijifucb:. jour h^m^e ,S,?fYitit» 

■.•.■-•• »i » \ , I ' • . ■ 
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U gready complaui) 

MADAM) cfaat'.yoa 
are ftill a Captive to 
(cveral Prejudices %^ and 

1 woodei' moce how 
you came to get ridof ia maoy./^ Y^ 
beeafily comforted^ { and entertaio al>eii^ 
ter Opinion of your (elf> xnrtjen you (e* 
rioufly oonfider ia what a mi(erable 
Condition all men are l)orn, and boviT 
impoffibk it is for themi not to- be edu^ 
cated in Error ; how difficult to get 
free from their Frepofleffions in riper 
Age, and bow dangerous to do ir^ when 
they become well-diTpos'd by the DiCr 
covery of Truth* 

B 51. NOMT, 
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|. 2. NOW, fiflce VGu are pkasM to 

O^'yv dtftre it, I OnU briefly trace thisSubiea 
finom the begioaiag, (howiog by what 
degrees our Prejudices grow, and what 
additioaal ftreo|^b they in^fljiatly re- 
ceive in their oourle. We ali paitake 
but too much of the lodioacions of 
tbofe that give us life, and of .tbc 
Piifioas that are predominaot io tbc 
Blood of tbc Family : and if our Fea- 
tures and AdioQS were not infallible 
Arguments, that we are lubjeft to re- 
ceive good or bad Impreffioos io the 
Womb; yet the extraordinary Marks 
which, we (bmetimes bear, occafiop'd by 
the Longing of our Mothers, of by fbme 
other Accident (which they often n^ 
member) afibrd a fiifficient n-oof that 
the Fooodatiodof our Prejudices is very 
ftroogly laid before we are born. The 
Temperament we receive in the* firft 
Formation, gives not only a Difpofitioo 
to this or that particular Humor and 
Habir ; but alio a vifible Biafs to moft 
Anions of our future Lives, which is 
not to be cur^d but by the utmoft EHprts 
■nd Exerctfe of ReafoA. 

^ W B no fooner (ee the Light, but 

the grand Cheat begins to delude as 

. . from 
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from every Quarter* The very Mid- Letter 
wife hands us into the World with fuper- X^ 
ftitious Ceremonys, and tiie good Wo-^^ 
men ailiftingai the Labor have a thou- 
ftnd Spells to avert the Misfortune^ or 
to procure the Happinefs of the Infant ; 
making (everal ridiculous Obfervations^ 
todilcover the Omen of his future State 
of Life. Nor is the Prieft in (bme pla- 
ces behind-hand with theic Goflips, to 
initiate him betimes into his Service^ 
by pronouncing certain Forms of Words 
as lo many powerful Charms, and ufiog 
the gentle Symbols of Salt or Oil, or 
the fcverer Applications of Iron or Fire^ 
or by marking him after fbme other 
manner^ as his own Right and Property 
for the future. The Child, it's true, is 
not yet affefted by any of thelc or thi 
like Foolerys, whatever Virtue he may 
be afterwards perfuaded to allow them : 
but this (hows how early thoie about 
him begin to infeO: him (if they cou'd) 
with their own miftakes, and how in- 
duftrioufly every one with whom he has 
afterwards to do, endeavours to deprave 
his Reafbn from the very beginning i 
lb that not remembring when, or where^ 
or how he came by many of his Nq- 
tions, he's tempted to believe that they 
proceed from Nature it (elf, and is afto- 

B 2 ni(b'd 
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Letter oiOi'd to find that aay {hou'd call the 
I. Truth of 'em in queftion ; as it will 
more evidently appear from the follow* 
ing Refleflions. 

4. W E are prefently after our Birth 
delivered to Narfes, ignorant Women of 
the meaneft Vulgar, who infule into us 
rheir Errors with their Milk, frightning 
us into quiet with the menaces of 
Rawhead and Bloody-bones, Buggle* 
bows and Bullbeggars. And left we 
fliou'd be loft by wandring abroad, er 
drop into Wells or Rivers, they terrify 
us with ftorys of Spirits and Hobgob- 
lins, making us believe that all lonefbmc 
places are haunted, and that the invi- 
(ible Powers are principally adive and 
milchievous in the night-time. What is 
thus invented at the beginning to keep 
Children under Government (a Go- 
vernment that indeed makes ^eoi mi(e- 
rablc Slaves ever after) is believM by 
them in good earnefl: when tjbey grow 
cider, whereby the whole Geoeration 
and Country comes to be perfiiaded of 
it at laft, and this to fuch a degree, that 
many People (ocherwile prudent e- 
nough) dare not deep alone in a Cban> 
ber, nor travel but by Day^lighr, much 
leis have they the courage to enter 

into 



of Prejudices. ^ y' 

into empty Houfes or Churches. Letter 

I 

5. FROM our Nurfes we arc ^^^^^"^ 
brought home^ where we are ftill put 

into worle hands among idle and igno- 
rant Servants^ whofe chiefeft Enter- 
tainments are Difcouries of Fairys, 
Elves, Witchcrafts, walking Ghofls, 
Fortune* telling, confulting Aftrologcrs, 
or fuch other chimerical Doings; de- 
lighting to fright and delude one ano- 
ther, not feldom to carry on their pri- 
vate Intrigues: which things, however 
intended, never fail to make fatal im- 
preffions on the Children : and for the 
mod part our Parents are not wifer. 

6. THEN we are fentoutto Schoof, 
where all the Youth come equally infect- 
ed from home, and hear of nothing there 
hot DssmoDS, Nymphs, Genii,. Sat yrs^ 
FauDS, Apparitions, Prophecys, Tranf- . 
formations, and other ftupendous Mi* 

\acles. We tell all bur ftorys over again 
among our (elves; and what may be 
conceal'd from a Child in a prudent 
Family, he's (lire to hear of it at School, 
where, (b many Children are brought 
together, not to improve one another 
(which caodoc be fuppos^d of fuch Con- 
verlation) but to communicate their 

£ J mutual 
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Jjuur imtual Miitakcs aod vkiiMS Habits, to 
r gr<>w trj« more IdU:. and to meet with 
i^d Hiuicnplo* Wc grttdily devcar 
the Poet^, Orators, and Mytbolc^ifis, 
r/^mnritcicg great Extracts cf their 
Ficiions to cur memory, being fiir- 
pr f2^'d and gain'd by ttie Charms ot their 
SfiJe, Numbers, and Compontioo ; 
wberef^y it comes to pafs that we fwal- 
Iqw the Foifon of tLeir Errors with 
f/M:X|>rc(nblc Flca(ure» and lay a large 
J'oundation for future Credulity, inlen- 
iibly acquiring a Difpofuion for hearing 
thin{;s rare and wonderful, to imagin 
we believe what we only dread or deHre, 
to think when wc are but puzzi'd that 
we are convinced, and to fwallow what 
we cannot comprehend. 

7.. WE arc made Httle wifer, tho 
much more vain and conceited in the 
Univcrfitys, cfpecially -abroard, where 
the IVofcifors (right or wrong) mufl: 
accommodate all diings to the Laws 
and tlic Religion of the Country : or, if 
thcv Heal (ometimes into the Liberty of 
Philutbphizing, they generally run into 
Extrtmcs^ either making us trufl: too 
little or too much to our Senfes, or 
amufing us with illufory Abftradions, 
and Subtil tjs which refine the Subjeft 

A out 
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out of our View, reducing ic at lad tb Letter 
mere nothing. The Univerfity is the! I. 
mod fertile Nurfery of Prejudices, j-^'^^vN^ 

whereof the greatefl: is, that we think ; 
there to learn every thing, when in ; 
reality we are taught nothing ; only we 1 
talk by Rote with mighty ailiir^nce the 
precarious Notions of our Syftemsi ; 
which if deny'd by another, we have | 
not a word further to fay out of our \ 
common Road, nor any Arguments lefr, 
to (atisfy the Oppoier or our felves. 
But our comfort is, that we know as 
much as our Mafters, who atFed to 
fpeak a barbarous Jargon which com* \ 
monly has no Signification ; and the > 
main Art that fits their Difciples to | 
take their Degrees, is to treat of very 
ordinary Matters in very extraordinary 
Terms. Yet this dos not render them 
half (b infupportable to People of Senfe; 
as their formal StifFnefs and Pedantry^ 
their perpetual Itch of Difpuce and Con- 
tradition. I purpo(ely forbear faying 
any thing of the Advantage commonly 
taKen there from the Inexperience of the 
Youth (who mud naturally rely on iht 
Judgment of their Teachers) to ingage 
'em betimes to different Partys and 
Fadions, to Sournefs, Cenrorioufnefsy 
and Bigotry : for, in one word, there 

B 4 IS 
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Letterl is fcarce any thing learnt at the Uoi- 
ver/ity, but what a man muft Ibrget^ if 



I. 



t>e9r ridiculous and troublelbiney wheQ 
Jbe comes kito other Company. 

S. BUT as if all this were noe 
enough to^corrupt our UaderftandingSy 
there are certain Ferfons hir-d and fee 
apart in moft Coramunitys of the World, 
not to undeceive, but to retain the reft 
of th? People in their Miftakes. This 
will b^ counted a hard Saying, but it 
9annot concern the Orthodox Clergy : 
and of other Priefts what can there be 
more certain, fince *tis for this very rea- 
fbn they are counted Heterodox? The 
Arange things and amazing (lorys we 
have read or heard (if of any Concera 
%0 a particular Religion) are daily conr 
iBrmM to us by the Preacher from the 
Pulpir, where all he fays is taken for 
Truth by the grcateft part of the Audi^ 
tory, pQ body having the liberty to 
Contradi£i: him, and he giving out hi$ 
own Conceits for the very Oracles of 
(jod. The evpry Sed will d^ny this 
of its peculiar Doftrines (and that we 
Itnow it, SERENA, to be falfe of 
the Reformed Religion whit:h we pro* 
Ufs) yet th; reft affirm it; with pnde. 

* niabl^ 



nitble Arguments of oikc another ; forit Letter 
is impofl3>le they (bouM be all or above I ^ 
one oif km in the right, which is a ^>V^ 
Demonftration that the reft, being the 
bulk of Mankind^ are retaioM in their 
Miftakes;by their Priefts. And never- 
tbeleis the very Doubts about the Joys 
of heaven and the Torments of Helt, 
are enough to procure Authority for 
their infinite Contradi£l:ions : fb ftrong 
ardhe. Imprefiions of Hope and Fear, 
which yet are ever founded in Igno- 
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9. WHEN we come abroad into 
the Worlds we find all tbofe Errors to 
be in (b high a Credit^ that every one is 
gazi'donas a Monfter, who is out of 
this univerfal Mode: or if by (bme 
lucky chance we (houM happen to be 
undeceived, yet the prevailing Power of 
lotereft will make qs hypocritically 
(or^ if you pleaie, prudently) to pre- 
tend.- the contrary, for fear of lofing 
our Fortunes^ Quiet, Reputation^ or 
Lives. This con^rms others in their 
Prejudices by our example, as much as 
if we were deceiv'd our (elves ; for 
knowing nothing of oar Minds but by 
our outward A£lions, which appear 10 
like their owo^ they judg us to be of 

the 
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Letter the fame Perfuafion. Befid«, ttiSt t» 
I. maintain we are in the Right, while 
*i/VV others are in the Wrong, will be inter* 
preted fucb an Affront to all other Peo- 
ple^asa Man wou*d not venture robe 
guilty of who knows Mankind, and it 
refolv'd to lead an eafjr Life far froni 
the Noifc, and Crowd, and Hurry of . 
the World. 

lo. THOSE who are more in love 
with the Buftle of the Publick, or more 
under a NecefHty to endure it, gene- 
rally betake themfelves to fbme Pro- 
felTion. This indifpenfably engages 'em 
to many Prejudices in favor of their par- 
ticular Calling, which if all of *em do 
not always believe, yet they Bnd it. 
that incerefl that others fhou'd do lb, to 
gain with them the greater Credit, Re- 
putation, and Authority. Cato the 
Cenfor wonder^, that when one Augur 
met another, tfiey did not laugh at tho 
Simplicity of thofe who believ'd their 
Divinations j and if they had done fy 
among themfelves (as we know from ^ 
' Hiftory they often did) yet they wouM 
never the fooner expofe the Craft of 
theirOrder tothe People, who thought 
'em the infallible News-mdngers of 
Heaven, and who paid 'em fb well for 
their 



ef TrejuSces. 1 1 

their Intelligence. Hence not only every Letter 
Profefliony but al(b every Rank of Men, L 
have their particular Language^ which 
is thought by others to contain very 
extraordinary Matters, much above the 
common Capacity or Comprehenfion. 
The Nobility , Country* Gentlemen, 
Jockys, and Beaus, have as well their 
ieveral Cants (tho not (b barbarous) as 
theDivihes, the Lawyers, Phyficians, 
and Pbilofophers. Except the few wife 
and cunning, all the reft are really per* 
fuaded that they are far greater Men 
than fuch as are ignorant of their 
Terms ; and I have many times (een a 
Hunter as much defpife the good Senfe 
of thofe who did not underftand his 
noify Jargon, as an Aftrologer very 
proud of illuminating the credulous Mob 
with that vile Stuffy which he did not 
(b much as underftand himielf. In 
moft Profeflions (efpecially in thofe 
they repute Mechanick) the Members 
are fworn not to difcover the Myftery 
of their Trade, which very Notion of 
Myftery makes others imagin that 
there's femething extraordinary in very 
trivial matters thus artfully dilguiz'd ; 
and your My fterys of State (tho not 
to be pry (d into by vulgar Eyes, but to 
be admir'd with Veneration) are fbme- 

times 
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Lettcc times as airy and imaginary^ as flight 
I. ' and ridiculous as any others. 

.II. BUT no fort of Prejudices ftick 
clofer CO us, or are harder to be eradi- 
cated, tbanthofe of the Society wherein 
we live and bad our Education. This 
holds equally true of their civil Cuftoms 
and religious Rites, of their Notions 
and FraQices. We cannot eafily be 
brought to believe that our Anceftors 
were moftly in the wrong, mud^.lefs 
that thofe with whom we daily converie 
have fo little ground for manjl^ of their 
Anions: efpecially fince wearqsts apt 
to love, or to admire the Opini^s of 
Men as we do their Perlbns, anfl^'that 
we are bred in the fame Perfuafi'on as 
well as they. Oathe contrary iikewi(e, 
we frequently hate the Opinion for the 
fake of the Pcrfon, and not lels fre- 
quently the Perlbn for the fake of his 
Opinion^ commonly for no better rea* 
fon, than that we were differently hfed^ 
andaccuftomM to think thj^;y$ne who 
errs in his Notions cannot be right tn 
his Pradice. Thus the Body of the 
People in all Places of the World do 
greedily imbibe whatever they are 
taught to imitate or to refped from 
thpir Infancy, and without further Evi« 

deacc 
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deoce are ready to die for the Truth Lettet 
of it in old Age; which is to be(X)Ene I. 
properly Martyrs to a Habit^ but not 
to Religion or Truth, unlefi by mere 
Accident. Nay, Cuftdm (which is 
Bot unfitly caird a iecond Naiure) has 
impreft fuch a Stamp on the very Lan- 
guage of the Society, that what is de- 
livered in thefe .or tbofe Words,' tho 
*never (b cootradidory or abftrule, pafles 
ordinarily fqr current Truth : but change 
your Terms, or ufe the Expreflions of 
any other Party, and then if you (peak 
Oracles, whatever you ; fay is reputed 
falle, or at beft (ufpefled. . And indeed 
it cannot wellbeotherwife,:fincethele 
Prejudices of all others miuft^ never, be 
examined. You may reafon your felf 
( for example ) into what Religion you . 
pleale; but, pray, what.Religion will] 
permit you to reafbn your, felf out of 
it ? I know ibme of 'em profefs to al- 
low a Liberty of examining, but their 
Proceedings not feldom (how their want 
of Sincerity : for let any of their Doc- 
trines be call'd in doubt or deny'd after 
iiich an Examiqation, and the Per{6n 
thatdos it will pals his time very ilh 
If he's not put to Deatb^ feai; into Ba- 
oifbmenr, depriv'd of bi9 Employ- 
mcqts, fin'd, or excommuotcftted, ac* 

cording 
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Letton cording as his Church has more or lefs 
I. Power ; yet the Icaft he may expefl:, is 
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Members of the Society (a thing in all 
1 People's power) which every Man has 
i not Fortitude enough to bear for the 
I fake of the grea tcft Truths ; and the very 
; Dearnefi of Acquaintance has often re- 

uinM Men of admirable Underftanding, 
I in the external Profeffion of the moft 
I abfurd and ridiculous Errors^ 

12. ADD to all this our own Fears 
and Vanity ; our Ignorance of Things 
pafty the Uncertainty of the prefent 
Time, and our (bllicitous Curiofity a- 
bout what's to come ; our Precipitation 
in judging, our loconiideratenefs in 
aflentingy and want of due Sufpenfion 
in examining : which makes us not 
only be carryM away by vulgar Errors 
in our PraQice^ to be mifled by our 
Senfes as well as by our Appetites^ and 
to take numberlefs Falfitys for demon* 
firated Truths in matters of Specula- 
tion ; but likewife to be unjuft to the 
Merit of others, to confound the Inno« 
cent with the Guilty, and generally to 
prefer the latter. And, as our Preju« 
' dices govern us, 'tis next to impoffible 
we fhould ever truly diicera who is the 

innocent 
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lofiocenc or guilty Pcrfboy who has. got Letter 
jIk better or the worfe.^of any.Canw; -L 
£tKe our firfl: QgeftioQ is not what .it '^^^^^'^^^^ 
Man has done or hoyr, but who. dr 
wheocailie i& ? being ready to apprcnfb 
orcoodemo, toreadoverbbftx^Lorto 
throw it Ji way, according to tbe>Fa3Jon 
oi{£irtjnhee(pou(es. Thisfurely^isnei- 
thdcfaitnor manly dealing: aodlh<qpe 
AfiLbody will pretend ^t it is the wa^ 
to jdi^onrer Truth, noibDrethaflitacoii- 
tinue ftedfaft in tfafe Profeffion 6£ id 
fioce it's hard to conceive (for kixan^ 
|de) by:wfaat means a Man can qutctfae 
Aloorao i£ he mufl:.: never read ..the 
Bible;' ocif a M^henletan ought tbread 
the Bible, I fee noreafbn a Chridian 
ibou'd fpar to read the Alcoran ; . w^hieh 
isasTtrndof ail the Books in the World* 
It wefe (uperfluous to fpeak any thing 
more at large of fuch common Places 
as our predominant Faffions, the Gon^ 
K^ioii of the confibbting Multitudey or 
the Authority o£ our rooft mighty Ma& 
tar, the irrefiftible Tyrant Cufl;{»ni 
wliicb : equally . rules ' over Princes^ 
Prieib^ aipd People. it 
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I J. AFTER thefe Obfe^atlons 
we may perceive the perillous Condition 
Afjivery particular Man^ and how im- 

poflible 
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Letter poffibleit appears- for him to efiape In* 
!•_ fedion, to obtaio or to preierve his 
* Liberty ; fioce all the other mea of .tbfe 
World are agreed in the (ame Cda- 
fpiracy to deceive him. ButchoaPerb 
Ion exempt from Prejudices feem? in 
bis outward Circumftances to have Iktie 
advantage over* others; yet the culti- 
vating of his Realbn will be thechiiBf 
Study of his Life, when on the; one 
hand he confiders that oocfaiog can 
equal his inward Quiet and Joy, (eeiqg 
aunoft all the reft of his kind ever grovei* 
Jing in the dark^ loft in inextricablf 
Mazes, agitated with innumerafaJe 
Doubts, tormented with perpetual Fears, 
and not (iire to find any End of their 
Mifery even in Death : while, on the 
other hand, he himfelf is wholly fe** 
cur'd by a right u(e of his Under*- 
flanding againft all thefe vain Dreams 
and terrible Phantoms, content with 
what he already knows, and pleasVi 
with new Difcovervs, without think- 
U% himfelf concern d in things iofcni^ 
taue ; not led like a Beaft by Au- 
thority or Paflion, but living Law to 



bis own ASaous as a free and reafb* 
faUeMan. 
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f 14/ I AM as^ fenflble ad any in I. 
«lie WorW, SERENA how little «>N^^^ 
you need that I fhou'd further infarge 
on this Subje£i:) you having already fo 
much Knowledg and lb few Prejudices, 
reafbning fo exadly, thinking fb nice<^ 
lyy and fpeaking (b juftly. Nor is ic 
for your InftruQion (Iconfefi) that I 
have written now at your Defire, but 
to (how you how much we agree in our 
Opinions ; tho I am ready to acknow- 
ledg that you exceed mod men as well 
as my (elf in Quicknefs of Underftand- 
ing, as you do all your own Sex by 
your many excellent Qualitys. In the 
matter, of Prejudices, you fee that at 
lead: you are not in a worfe date than 
other Perfbns ; or if your Circum- 
Ilfahc6s are better (as I'm fure they are) 
neverthelels you muft be content with 
the inward Pleafure and SatisfaQion of 
your own Mind> and not expeft the 
Applaufe of the Publick, which wouM 
rather expofe you to Difgrace or Danger, 
than do Juftice to your incomparable 
Virtues. But this ought not to hinder 
your in joy ing the Happinefi of free 
Dilcourfe with any Perfons worthy of 
this Honor, whom you fhall find to 
have as much Judgment and Dill 

C cretion 
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^ ?^|cf cretion in reafbning, as I have Zeal 
4 apdfSincecity in {)cc^e^g my; felf, 
tV^^y M A D,'AJS/iy to b« four nwft feathftU 
bunofbile Sctfvant. .. ! ,.•, 
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'Tie '• M^0rf " of i f &p &irf'jp 

• ■•• or i- •••/i ,!» v:,-.v V/1.J u-i.< j-i 
iu' t'L'-M --- h' ..•' -ir.^' '..'VV . Milvf.;:"!? 
■/..';.';.'■. 1) :. :■ ^-^ -il hjl;;) J):,; lm'j 

luf^P 'the befti JReligiod cughf to 
'vbcrdiftinguifhM rby thefPtirky 
ind iflCegrity of.itsMoi;al£, as 
M>«ii ^by the Trudi'aml Ufefalnds x)f 
it^'^l)od!rins, I am noc acquainted with 
kny^- body more fioterdy ' pious .thaii 
yo»^ M A D A M^ 'which is a I'isfti* 
moWf t&K aU thofe, who have the Hapt 
{SilKtfstO' be acquainted with you, wiU 
readily gnmc to your Virtue. You 
bats no-Doubts, ' I'm certain, about the 
SoQPi ImmoTtaUtyy-'.Sand Cbriftianity 
affe^ds.tfidJbefty'tbedeareft DemonfiraS' 
tioirftu: ic^ avmthd Revelation of God 
himfelf. But you have often adfuir^^, 
you fay, how the Heathens came by 
O 1 .,: C a the 
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Letter the Difcovery of this Truths (lace 
n. they had no fuch Revelation from Hea* 
ven, and that what is (b confidently (aid 
of cheir learning it froni the antient 
Books of the Jews, may. be as eafily 
deny'd as affirmed ; beddes that it is 
altogether groundlefs^ no fuch thing 
plainly appearing in thefe Books them- 
felves, tho it be manifeft from the Pen- 
tateuch aqd the Series of other Hiftory» 
that many Nations had their feveral 
Religions and Governments long be- 
fore the Law was delivered to the 
Ifraelites. The fame holds as true of 
the pretended Preaching of Abra- 
HAM, and of the Tradition of the Sons 
of Noah; thefe being as deftitute 
of any Evidence from matter of Fad^ 
as in their Circumftances utterly im- 
probable. To have therefore the plea- 
fure, M A D A M, of doing a Thing 
which you (ignify will be very agreeable 
to you, I (hall lay this Subject befoiv 
you as it appears to my felf^ not from 
Conjectures and Suppoficions, which 
give no body any real Convi£lion, how- 
ever they may filqace or amufe; but 
1 (hall argue from unbiafsM ReaioQS, 
and the greateft Conient of antieot 
iSTriters. 
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2. TO Perfbos kis knowing and II. 
unprejudicM than S E R E K A, it wou'd ^ 
(bund ftrai^e perhaps to hear me fpeak 
of the SooPs Immonality, as of an ( 
Opinion, which, like fimie others in 
Pbilofophy, had a Beginning at a certain 
time, 6v from a cenain Author who 
was^^be ^loventor thereof^ and which 
wasiavow'd or oppos'd as Peoples Per* 
fiiafion^ Intereft, or Inclination led \aL 
Bat lb it was among the HcathenSf 
whatever you may think of the matter ; / 
and I have fometimes oonfider'd with 
aftonilhment the weaknefs of thofe^ 
wbo^ contrary to their own Experi* . 
ence,* leem'd afraid to acknowledg (b ; 
much : as if the nature of the thing 
couM fiifier any detriment from the 
Errors oS others about it ; or as if the 
Heathens had not entertain'd as ex« : 
travagant Fancys about the very Being | 
of God, and all the other Articles of: 
our Religion, which no body takes to 
beany Argument againfl: the Truth of 
them* . » 

« 

^ MOW thothe Egyptian Priefts^ 
the Chaldsan Mas!/ and the fndiaa 
Braehiaans have disputed among them- 
lelvd^ abdne the l$Qta^ of this In-; 
^ \ C } vention 
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^^er rrtrzlv:^ C^:/^ thin tL^ cf Hirkm 
I and Msorz ai:4« dx brgiacii^ of 
/"^ Priorir^ and tbofi: of Chma and Eu- 
rope about die Oagin cf AniBery as 
wt\l as of PnntUTgy^'and ocber Natioos 
rSoot ocber Alts orOpfak») yet it. is 

( and agreed iif tiie generality jof Writers 

{ as aa unccntrovmed Truth, tfaatrtbe 

/ foolt ant itnt Greek Fbilofopbers did-DOt 

I dresm cf any Principle or a^uaciog 

/ Spirit in the Uaiver(e it fdf, no more 

J than in any cf the Parts thereof : but 

I cxpbioM all tbe^Phsnomena of Nature 

I .'by Matter and local Motion/ Xevicy 

and Gravity^ or the like ; and ve joded 

all that the Poets : &id of. tbt Gods^ 

Parmons, Souls, Ghofts, Heaven;, fiJfeiii 

ViHons, Prophecy s; and Mirablek^'i/as 

Fables invented at pleafure, wi'd JPiffcions 

te divert their Readers. After JT h i.*- 

XfES^ ANAXIM ANDEV' A^AXIt 

MENES, and tithers had ithus t^taiUgbt 
clieUniverfe to . be infinite, pid Matter 
to be etembl,. tbp the Farpn; thereof 
were changeable, comes Amaxa* 
CORAS (as it is unanimoufly own'd 

■ * ■ « ■ • ^ 
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? by Ifthnoft ialt ' ilutlMrs Udeitl]^ df LMbI 
GlMrtftian> aodw this Muter add$«aQ6-7 t& 
t\»tt PrinciplB^V which he talPd ttej^^^^^ 
MIND, as, me' 'Mover and Difpoferl 
of the fame: wbbreupoa from fo cu-i 
riou% ife' dew, and Araogean Infentiod \ 
he was iirnamM * the MI ND, fbme V^ 
fieiidj*g and dthcrTs admiring hiin for 2 
(fais^cMioa. We Avail prerehtly; ^o^ f 
(iow tie came l>y this Difcovery, tfa^ 
radft; of t bofe that preceded bim niadb 
infiflite Matter the Priddplie of -aR 
things. T'is* trife^ that Th A Lbs 
maititain^d Mittier to be eO[efieiaII^< 
Water, as A n a x i m e h £ s affirmM 
it to- be Akiy^^fid that by vaiioos 
Rarefactions and CondenfatiOns all 
things were form'd out of the(e £Icr- 
tnents, and refelv'd into them' again : 
but the meaning of both is^ that the 
xartides c^ Matter are eKtreoiely fub- 
cil and in perpetual motion like Air w 






.\\Ari(h)UiaetqluLi. Plito in Fhadode. Qcde 
Na|. Dcor. L i. piageii. laerc in Anang. Pluurdu 
idPdricley Sciiipladu FhiloCL i. •Terral.de Ammu 
CkiB. Alex.Sc101nit.U2. £iireh.dePnrp.'Bvaiig. L 
J4; Aagi|& 4cCi?. Oei, LS. JbaoaSuOnu 1^ 
uam FrodiiS) SunpUcitts, Gaaiiniddisiliis^.tiin Qc^ 
tilibiU(|^Chri!lailis.. 
li* tSoaeQ.Mm.ii|AtUs^ ^RMitf 4i AoBBgoff. 

«.-./ ^ C 4 Water; 
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l^i^cr ^Water i from which Motion, tai the 
Jli I infinity of the Univerfe, the whole 



^c ^VO/^ Tribe o^vPhilofophers (as we fiid juft 
, now) accouoted for alt the Phsnonlena 
j^of Naturet.till Ai^axagokas Ad' 
,ded the moving and ordering Mind^ 

4. O N E wouMtbink that a Perfoilt 
who deferv'd fo Well of the Greeks, 
ihou*d have met with fiiuble Rewards 
and Apptaufe; but whether it be. that 
the other Fhilofophers envyM him^ or 
chat they wiOi'd there was no Spirit, 
or that he did not Sufficiently aofwer 
their ObieOlons, or whatever were the 
reafbn, 'tis certain that fatf _ was unfor*- 
Cunate in his Reputmion: at that time 
and ever iince, having bin very ill us*d 
by all Fartys, for no. citufe that I can 
lee, bvitthat be did not fully come up 
to any of them. Some alTert that be 
did; not underltand the corpun:ular;Fht> 
lofbphy, and that be efpous'd the Opi- 
nion of the feparate Mind (for he was 
not.the Author of it) . to :&ve faim- 
■feif the labor (jf i:|(jKlerftanding; 'Mc- 
elianicks, cf. 'mining, Ipng BeduQioiis 
and accurate (^(ervtition^ or fH-yiag 
iniothe Nature' bfTfajpgs.iAiltl Si* 
.Con6rm«tioii,2of. ijihi^: they idl you 
that in other Matters hii^^Iusginatioti 
:-:vj:.7-- If O was 
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was very grofs, wicnefs bis ' teaching Letter 
that the Sun was little bigger than the II. 
Peninful of Petoponnefus ; that the '-^VN; 
Earth was flat, and not round ; that 
the Firmament was made of Stones, 
which were kept from falling by their 
fwifc Rotation ; that in Generation 
the Male^i came from the Mother's right 
,Side, and the Females from her left ; 
tfhac Snow was black ; and chat the Par* 
nicies of all things, as of Blood, or 
'fiones, or Gold, or Milk, were already 
formM and exiftent from Eternity, but 
ithat they conftituted Blood, or Gold, 
^lack or Green, as it happen'd that a 
fufficient Number of thenn were brought 
together into one Body, fo as greatly to 
iiurpaft the Particles of any other fort, 
iwhich Opinion the Greeks exprefi by 
^he Word HomaomerU, They further 
* laugbt at him for leaving his Grounds 
to the difcrecionof his Sheep, that he 
•Slight be the more at leifure for the 
iStudy of Aftronomy, in which his 
;Syftem of the Sun and the Stones of 
.the Firtnament Qiows he was a wondee- 

' ^ ) 

^ -^ 



* Vide Diog. Laen. in Anaxagon, & ad cum AniK>- 
tatom. 
; DiogcD. Ucrt. iQ Auxagon, i^. 
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Unci fM'PNi^eiit ; .t^ blam^ fAm tot oeg* 
It) bididg \AtUi>^s» aeocffary^smd prb*- 
'^'"^ * ^blc itf life, and giving' hifflfelf up 
td^ 'fpiebatMive, abftruje^ and remote 
Ounnderkic^w, Hirbich are wfioUy ufelets 
M)diUM:<iitt}R;-at)d ^^ that he de- 
fiitved1y3t|Ftint«d Bread- in-^iis old Age» 
having bin w^daogcr of"ftarving with- 
i)Ut tte aiMaAce of hk Scholar P e r i- 
ci'ES. - 14)ole who belie«'*d- a diWne 
iHteltigeiii Being, coDotcid bitn' a mutv- 
^vt\ f hiloibpber bietween theci^lvesarid 
thdfeiDf tbe looick SeQ^ .and were an- 
gfy ' 'wl^b ' bifii'^ for ^oe = employ i ne IA6 

«>rderfnfi'Miin|i'oi*- 9>/eiy AKCkfnn % fif^ 
Hioftee^as'beceU'd '^xriniout it, he tas^ 
fdaidM all the Pbaraoawna of Nature by 
f be AdioA «tid Rea^Hon'^bf Bcxlyfi ott 
ioile aoojEber. ?«• AYo-<(in his Piicib;) 
tmroduces- 3 o c « at e s dUifging bitt 
4rith this -Yier)^ matter, and' Ihowtog no 
fih^l coniei»¥« far bw Books. ^ For the 
lUtiefpiafoflibtlvi^ tiottcottdted Ortbo> 
^x by feme iFa4rbert «£ the Ghriftuiik 
Cbiiiieb$! «i>t«hth(huidiag: bts addii^ 
spirit 4ro: Matter f add ' 1« £ m isd^ 
(in bis iecond Book againft Herefys} 
' dus uui only call him irreligi o uj^ but 
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fiifd ^ht»'lie'M tai(t'ilf^' }iY~ ikher^t lit 
CtH Mk M t'AV#x'A«« idkilir^ S'Wkra VsJVxi 

git^^h'^I/kffdkfpefiwd UMqh 'iff 

flfi'-^imihf:: Ahd"A:«%'sTOTi;B[-com^ 
fMirds fatfn to- a Poet that brif^. iff his 
Hero with a Miracle; wliea hd'- tiatur&t 
Caule c^ &ve him .: for be affirms that 
* A' 17 'A X A ts d R AS m^is tife tfi^ Wni 
10 '^f M idiubiae ' iH'ihe Porvistiimi>f the 

hy n^di CMfe if HMprfif'exifii i kt ih 
oilfir ^mtthrsf he '"afffffs dtiy othitt CiMr/tr 
(^ tkc tbilfgs which Mrrm*ie rttHer \thtk 
We B^d. HovreVcti there winred 
not ^bfe amoitg the At^tients aAd* -Md^ 
derns who eatercaia'd a more favorable 
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* Etiu Km Ava^A^qfM m^fnoc wwrn iw Ntr to« 

imfCDTf ' i&im rira^ «mff«< ki^ifC^&'P^f M'+if inr^Kv 

• ^ i^^jp^Tf yi{ fuofi^t Jifitm 7i|»J%' flto< iii9 
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luetter Opinion of him, jmd tfuj. .gfcaf; Djr. 
IL B u R K ET (in bis ' Arch20ilog|{> &ys 
^ ^ ' that his Sirname of the: M|nd is far m9tt 
bonoFabIc than thofb of Afrkaaus and 
Afiaticus : nor did A k a x a p o i^ ^^ s 
fy^ of fctting a juft Value oa bis PW0 
Worth; for after his^ £xilQ Cwbetbcfi 
for Atheifm in ungodding the Piafii^ 
or for Treafon in confpiring with . j^ s- 
RiCLi^s) when fcune body toU.hiin 
that be was depri^'d of the AtbenianSt 
be immediately anfwerMi Imt I c/ 
tlHrn^ ktit they of mc- 

5, PHERpiCYPES pfthelfland 
Syrus, as we are informed by / Cicej- 
.^ o and others^ was the firfl among the 
Greek Pbilolbphers that committed the 
Imfc^ortality of human Souls to writing: 
for.tbo T HALES is (aid to have bin 
of the/ame ! Opinion, yet he publiQiM 
OOtfiing; and Maxim us Tyrius 



. *_L. I. C .lOy ... . _ 

* Diogenes Laercius ia Anaxagora ^ « fuvw^ nt^ji^ 

...Jl Ccedo ycquidem etiam alios ^ fed (quod Lioeris 
.cxtet) Phqi^de^ Syrius pcimum dixit Animos Hor 
minWefle'lSmipicerhos. Haoc Opiniooem . fiifctpuins 
•^Bydiagoras maxijne coofirqiavic. TufcOju^. /. i. 

noin;:(» (^^ 



Scurs ImnUftalityi ^p 

(to h^ twenty eighth DilTertation) af^Ijettter 
bnns wit b Cicero that, pYTHAri II. 
ao K AS tbi, SamsA^j the Dijcipie <9f' 

F.H fi R B C Y P;B S, ' WdS the firfti, d^OMg 

the Grefks who durfi ppenlf mgint4i» tlmt 
tkc $o/^/i0Mfy d/d^ int thdt the Soul pg$ 
tmmorfdl^ , neiihtr f^ijeif to Me iter Ccr^ 
r^ftipn^ rmd that if txijhd before it. ime 
j/^^fjb'.^ [xoufec, : it wa$ (b grqat an Iq- 
fiii^ijooftrcb^^ a bold 

IMaoj ^ohad Courage enough to vent 
ilig^ Mt^wzxds P L A T Q and the reft 

freejd^iy imbrac^d this Do^rine ; and we 
np\y how widely the Grecians coud 
,Q>rea(d ; it by their i 9uai|t)erlers Cplp^y $ 
iq Afia, in Italy^ in Sicily, in Gaule, 
and other Farts of the World, as well 
as by tbejr Poets, prators/ Hiftorians> 
and jP^IJoibphers, whole Works were 
ib much admir'd by other Nations for 
their ^ubtfity, Polireneis, and Learning* 

6. BUT the next Queftion iS) 
whence Ai^axagoras and his 
FqHoWcts (who pretefided to rio dtVipg 
Revelations) borrowMthis Invention. 



t— ^ 



y^t ^^ «a^ treir tmip i^o* 

.uU . It 



^6 ThefSftw) of i^ 

Lec^t*. Ir is evideot; fronS antienr Hffohtfffi^h^ 
, \\. llbathiraMthd.cAbefFfriloropHbfioP'm 
«:^V\/ jSdc, wkb tbcToets and Ikltthdlogif^ 
1, lekrne it partly from the M4^; ^di 
/ ttic^Perfiaiis tranfporfcd tfafeir ifMf^'liVto 
; Gfeece, and partly from tlfePi^fts'tf 
JEg^fit wHen they- tkaverd "i^Ymx^r- 
/iWjginto that Cbuiitry. .'TifA^t'fti 
had 'his Fhilofophy of the^£g^Mk 
^rietts. P t A t a was ip Egy pe # Tft^ 
time, he has i great oaiidy of tm ]^^p^ 
ttaQ-Do^niinhts Works, and' 'is 26- 
knotirfedg'd by aH to havie "leilMlb'^iif 
• them and of their pifciple' P!lr yk'A- 
G o k a s as well as bf the Yk^yia |lfi^ 
whatever he has deliver'd ' abetit - the 
Immortality of the Soul, ttie dlfi^^M 
Manlions of the Juft and Ubjuft', in 
a future State, tho Eiepiati^''^ 
Crioaes, the Lakes and Rivtrs,- the 
Meadows, Caves, and Monihirs- bf 



. ' « ^ *■ 



■ * Dk^gouLaercinThakte, Clenu Alcxaod. Strong 
1. 1* Eufeb. dc Pnepar. Evai^el. 1; jo. JofcjA. I.' i. 
cODM Ap« 

* Diod. Sic. !• I. Cicero L 5. de Finibus, Lib. de 
Scneftutc. ttifi:. Qnzft. L i. Ariftot. Metsipli.1i i. 
IMo^ Laerc. in Platone. Quincilisin. lib. i. Clem. 
Atemdri^ in Adnomc. ad Genu VtlnviSsna i: 8. 
rfaitoftrai. tit. AppoAon. liK i« Hieraiynus iik 
9. Epi* Ik ad FaiUiiiaMk LafiaM. lik 4. cnm mikia 

Hcil 



greateft'Travdlttvs tai diorWiortd^ colh Til. 
yers'd tvidi cbt Chttdsaii! ^Mogi^ : < tdtt 
IrtdiaQGytboolbplillif ia&if paiticolari]^ 
with . the :£gy|xiaai. JPridEb i aad> SfioL 
phets, fulfodag hi onlttilt to I;^ ^^iircmib 
eiaV that he fBight iM adihiuied/ to hsbr 
the i^rcst Do%iilfit oi^tt^iktam^ IvAath 
they wouM not communicate to.;j|[6ak 
without this Condition. I will not 
here tofift^0rthe Foots,;; as QilPii£^ s, 
HoMEii> .oi'^Df ijQtiiei> offifae^flKift 
aofknt, who i)«t areciti tooicff^ ttf ihaitt 
borrow- d tbeic FIdtoitisifrpiti the Bgy^ 
tiftost as nmybedeeni dQ tbB;£rft Bom 

N A X A {Mi^'s itojifc firft/ ttdghi bjishs 
Magiy . having bio iwiAiltV Tyears o€^^i 
BC the ;B«fii:dicion of* XiE'nitE^x -jkul 

9Si ^ D I Ok V » J us Jt<» A L B it B tfiv r)|»» 

s)i hQ begun to fihilofib^ixa iavA^t 
theosatthoj^ Years. He was aHbacei^ 
of Ahaximekbs, and:(as^ THfeo* 
DOUBT and. AMM^iAiaas Mab^ 




fimbm I 5. Plio. fwt. Nnc I, g^« ,epani IfkilST* 
IKogcn. Laert. in i^thag. libaac in laude PiifiiicUsi 
^ aiii pi0tip»- . . . .,. . . 

* ClenL Alex. ThcodoKC. ip Sci^i* cooo^ 

CBLLIMUS 



LateriC£Lt iNQS inform us), had travelM 
IL /likewiie into I Egypt; fo that we 
plainly perceive whence he hod his No- 
tion of the ordering Mind. The Greeks 
Jearnt feveral things of the Magi in 
tbofe Days^ which afterwards infpir'd 
others with the Defire of going into 
thofe Fartfffer perfediog their Know* 
kdg. ; 




u 



i 7. BUT the graat Doubt ftiil re- 
mains, who were the firft Inventors of 
the Dodrin of Spirits among the Hea- 
thens, the Egyptian Priefts, the Chal- 
dean Magi, or the Indian Bramins. 
Pausanias is very pofitive in fa- 
vour of the two laft : ' Fifty fays he, 
/ kmfm the CbslddMm ami ImiiM Mngi 
toktbe frfi who ^ffwnfJL thMt tht SotU 
0f Mm W4S immoriMij gni of thk they 
firp$4ded 4$ wti other Greeks^ ds ef^ 
fecid8y?L ATO theSof$of Akistoi^. 
A few more Greeks befides Pausa- 
N I A s (and from their Authority fbme 



rtM 



* ThcodorecdeGnec Affieft: Serm. 2. Theodor* 
Melimiioc. Proarm. in Aftronomiam. Amm. Mvceh 

IlAMivr f Aci9Myo(« MeflomCi 

> of 
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of the Roma a Writers ) belie vM the Letter 
Chaldeans to have bin at leaft the In^ II. 
venters of Aftrology, if not of the 
Soul's Immortalicy . But we might pro«\ 
^dupe an Army of Wicneflfes, if the 
things-fiid not fpeak themfelves^ to 
prove ^hat the Cbaldxans (to whom 
the Bramins ' were Dilciples) had all 
their jLearnipg and Religion, and con*' 
iequeotly the Immortalicy of the Soul 
no le& thap Aftrology, from the £gyp« 
tians. We cou'd (how that M a c b. o- 
Bius * did not exaggerate, when he 
caiPd ^gypt the Mother of the Sciences^ 
and itjs^Jnhjibitants $ki Pdrcnts of aB th 
Jrts ip Thikfofhy^ ^hc frfi of aU Me» 
that dsr^d to fsarch and mfdfure the tied'- \ 
vens^ and /^^ only Perfons skill d in aBL 
Divine things} that is to (ay, the beft 
Divines then in the World. But fuch 
a Difquifition not being ab(blutely ne« 



iMa 



TVf TuiJLVoavp^af armypvvf uvea tuv Met^K ^nnv* I>io^. 
Laerc. in Proxmio Hiftor. Philofophorum. 

'Dies quidem hie incercakris, ancequam quincus 
Annus incipiac inferendusy cum i£gypci macris Arcium 
racione confentic. Satunud. lib. i.e. 15. Placo i£gyp 
. itios'. omnium PhilofoptuK Difdplinarum Parentis \c* 
cUcu's e(l* Sortin. Scif. /• u c. 19. Quos conftac primos 
omniam Caelum fcrucari &metiriau(bs. IUtLc.2u 
Imicatus Mg^pdM lolos divinanun rerum oauduia 
i^o^ic^ ' SitPHfndl. L %.€. 24. 

:, D cetfary 
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L^tfer celTary here, wc muft be content with 
JRL juft what makes for our purpolc, 

8. THOSE who attributed the In- 
vention of Religion to the Chaldsans^ 
had no reafon but their becoming fb fa- 
mous for Aftrology (which they firft 
taught the Greeks ) and the mighty 
Noifc which they made every where 
^bout Spirits and Dsmons, their Hierar- 
chy of Angels, the final Conflagration 
of the World, and fevera] other Notions 
like to thefe. But this Aflertion is 
tafily overthrown by moreantient and 
numerous Authori6ys. HERODOxas, 
the Father of Hiftory, lays that ' the 
Egyptians r^tre the frfl of Men who in- 
ftituted Jffemhlys, Shom^ and Pilgri* 
mages in honour of the Godsj and fhdt 
from them the Greeks have learnt it ; ef 
nfhich he allcdges for a Proofs that thefe 
things xvere pra6lis^d from remote Times 
by the' Egyptians, whereas but very lately 
by the Greeks. 'Tis confeft by all that 



iioi thIh tWU. *A/. f4fF ytit fonoAoi ul 9vAA« ^\c 

1. 2. 

the 



Soult hnmaruUty, jy 

theAchemaos had a great part of their Letter 
WorfhipfrpcD their King Cbcrops II, 
an Egyptian; they had many Cuftotns ' ^^ 
frooi Dan A us and his Daughters of 
the fame Couocryi'and the Eleufiniaa 
Md Samocbraciaa Myfterys were only 
Copys froni chole of Isis and Osi* 
Kis. As CO Aftrology particularly.^ 
JiEkODOTUS^ maintains^ ' Thsx the 
Egypt ims firfi iftventei wbdt Idontb dkd 
Ddy (boti'd bclofig to tdch Godj aifd on 
phittver D^ 4^ Perfo» wis 1 be born f 
0bdi wds to be his Lotj i»hM Deaib be 
^bm^d htf s^d bom he jboud Hve ; d»d 
tbdt tbifi ibittgs ivere made ufe of by fueh 
Greeks ds were addiSed to Poetry. To 
the fame purpofe Dion Cassius 
(ays, * T'bac the DiffofitiOfs of the Days 
aeedrdikg to the [even Planets was the In^ 
mention of^the Ej^yftianSy tho not eom^ 
municated to all other People but very kte^ 
lyi and that it was utterly unknown to 



^u. 



7i Md iyui^ homw itmv oTtv ki *, nuu % iJUbgii 
iihffy^ iiii%i#» '«CklfiM^ ^Otyof mfxatoi *£Mm^ 

B 9 ihi 



l6 The fif^^o tf the 

Letter the oiJiGredMis. HEroDOTUs again 
IL acqiuiats us with what the Egypciaos 

Kj^^>rsJ a£irinM fircm their ouo mcft ancient 
Records, ' That tbet bdd frfi im mft tk 
SttTMMmes of the twelve grestir Goisj smd 
thdt the Greeks iatrcw^d thefe thimj^s cf 
them : thst thef were iikewifeihe frji wk 
sffoimted JUtsrs^ smdJitdtmes^ smd Sbrimes 
for the Gods, smd to csrve Amimds im 
Stome. This is further coofirm'd by 
Luc I AN, whole Words are thele : 
'The Egrpismisre fsHto he the frjt of 
Mem who hid the Kjtowledg of the Godsj 
who huih TemfUsj imd imjhimted Shrimts 
dmd JlTi9th!fs. Thet were kkemfe the 
fir ft who underjipod the fjwred Ssmtes or 
Words* dnd the firfi thu tsmght the fttr 
tred Difcourfes or Language. Bmt mot 
tomg sfter the Jjfrriimt leermt the Doc- 
trim of the Gods froms the EgyftUms ; thty 



' Av#Ax*,, ^•wj.Tftrrto/Jtf tx§;jy tz^jt; A/yvr- 
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dlfo built Temples Md Shrines^ 4nd in Letter 
thefe they fUcd Images and ereSted Sta^^ J[L 
tues : yet of old the Temples of the E^yp- ' 
tians were mthout any Statues. Here 
are decifive Paffages againft the Afly- 
rians and the Greeks, fiut let's hear 
.'DiODORUs Si culus of the Ma- 
gi in particular. The Egyptians^ (ays he, 
affirm that many Colony s wete fpread over 
the World out of their Country. For 
Bel us, who is reckon d the Son of 
Neptune dnd L i b y a, ledaColony 
into the Land of Babylon ; and having jixt 
bis Seat near the River Euphrates, he did 
after the mannssr of the Egyptians infti^ 
tute Prieflsy exempting them from pub- 
lick and expenfive Offices ; and by the 
Babylonians they are ftiPd Chaldeans^ who 
obftrve the Stars after the Example of 
the Priejls, and natural Philofophers, and 
JJlrologers of Egypt. This is backM 



' 'Oi lAt w Aiyj-moi psWi KAi yuiltt Titv% Airot/uA^ 

fuHtbSJUfd^i VFAtAVhlWUi 1*^ HAT AiyjT^W <(7«A^<» 

XfU 'JTAjm XH\%^yiAS ATr^kk>sjjyiAiniu «( BaCvKnvhi nor • 
Atf0i Xa\J[ash(.: tac t% TA^ATM^nffUi 1919 oj^im t«7«( 

fievicv^ m Jb Ar^A«>«f* Lib. i* L' 

-• • Dj by.' 



5 8 tke Bijtory of tb 

Letter by ' Pausanias, who feys. That 
IL Bel us tbi BdtjlonidM b^d bU Nsme 

^^^^^^^ from Bel as sm EgjptiM the Som of 
Libya. And ' Diodo&us repeats 
once again. That the E^tUms fdid the 
CbdUedns of Bsb^iom were defcended from 
tbem^ And thst they Umrnt from the Egy^ 
tisH Priefis that Afirology tohfeb gdve 
them fo much RefiUdiion. To tire you 
with no more Proofs, the Egyptians 
had many opportunitys to fpread their 
Dc^rins in Afia as well as in Africa 
(efpecial!y before the AlTyriao Monar- 
chy) by the prodigious Conquefts of 
Sesostris and his Succeflors even 
into India, much further than Alex- 
ander the Great cou^d penetrate many 
Ages afterwards. Sesostris was 
Hkewife in Thracia, and (bme other 
Parts of Europe. ' N eg e p s o s, ano* 
ther Egyptian King, is related to have 
taught many myderious Rites to the 
Magi, the Sciences not being then un* 



TV A/Cc/iK oTdpB t^* Mcfieniac. 

' ^mn ^Ttftit Zd£v\«fi XaXPiu^ turoiKftf ktyrtf 

TOM i»r 'hfimr yuAn^Us t^ kiymnw. Lib. i* 
\ QQifHe ¥ajpiiaoaox Nyfteiu vm Nccqplbf. 

■.Kit worthy 
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worthy of Princes; ix For?HT- Lc 

I. Y tciIs OS, ThiC /ir lUsr ff sht M^g: VL 
WAS JO frtemt 4M immsTMSM^ ^""^H ^» 

PerfisMS^ iba Daziis sit Ssm tr 
Hystaspes tMsui T9 pf ■atrrxT^ 

tba be wm M^ftr t^ ths J£^^ I £3i*7 
the Jews uid a wor^ cff Csd 
prcttod that the £^7 pcUr^s bii alT 



Learniag froai A ^ t a h a >:, a OsT- 
deao by Nation, xho r.zx br frjtt. 
a Stranger who JivM tbere cclj 
years, and who probably fpc3b& a f I> 
fereot Laogoage. Ths Paurrzi:.a 
makes 00 meatioo c^ bis Le^rclr^ \ 
or if he uoderilood AArot^vmy zr an/ 
other Science, whv did he oot rabe 1% 
fame pains to indru^ his own Xaba 
as he did the Egyprians ? f:r the JciTs 
were of all JEailern Pe::ple tbc xoft 
illiterate ; whereas it is z^jizizA in ibe 
Ads of the Ap^ftl^ for t\- H:>:r.r 
Mos£S^ not that he xJXy^^i i\t 
DoQrios of A b r a h k m, bjr ihar ht 
was educated and had exc&lTJ iz c.\ 
the Learning of the Egpiuns. Tat 
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' '067« i% layt MMu nUsuMPP y^^K r«T' ^r* 

D 4 'f^cDBttniell 
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Letter Pentateuch it felf makes 'mention of 
IT. their Religion dnd Sciences long before 

tOrOthc Law was delivered to Ma ses, 
which is an indifputable Teftimony of 
their Antiquity before any Nation in 
the World. 

9. HAVING thus done 'Juftice to 
. the Egyptians, and proving them to 
have bin the Fountains of Learning to 
alltheEaft, the. Authors of the Chair 
ddsan and Greek Religions ; I come 
now, SERENA, to fhow that they 
were the firft among the Heathens, who 
particularly aflerted the Immortality of 
the Soul, with all that depends on it, as 
Heaven, Hell, and the intermediate 
Spaces, Spcders, Vifions, Sorcery, Ne- 
cromancy, and all kinds of Divination, 
Herodotus, who livM long in their 
Country, who conversed familiarly with 
their Priefts, ' who carefully diftin- 
guiflhes what he faw, and ask'd, and 
examined, from Hearfay and Report, 
and who had opportunitys to fearch into 
their Antiquity and Opinions the bed 



\ 



• >«♦ ^ 



A^i efi»f nA* www, «^<7irfM A 1|(U.»«M ^ m?i^ . i^ 

of 
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of any body, is very clear and pofirive. Letter 
'The Egypt Unsy (ays he, wre the jirft . IL' 
viibo mdintain^d this Opiniohy thai the iv^SrV) 
Soul of Man is Immortal; 
that the Body being dead^ it removes into 
fome other Jnimd that is born ; and that 
when it has taken its Circuit thro aO 
terrefirialy mdrine, and volatile Bodys^ it 
enters again into the Body of fbme Man 
that is born. Now this Courfe is per- 
fornid in the [pace of three thoufand 
Tears. Certain Greeks have made ufe of 
this Dolirinj as if it were of their own 
Invention^ fome fooner and others later ; 
whofe Names J tho known to me^ 1 pur- 
pofely forbear to write. Diodorus 
SicuLUs acquaints us who ' they 
were : and here, to name no other, we 
fee whence Pythagoras had his 
Tranfmigration, of which I fliall have 



§mi/\%i^ c!< ctV'd'f »«}< 4(;;^ etdtiifAjof i^ j % oa^XA^ /ft 

it (nv T^ali^v, o/eTgyji^y, (Si tJ^q> feWTwv torn, twt 

• Orpheus, Mufeiis, Mejampus, Ds^dalns, Homerus^ 
X]fcurgus, Soldo, Flaco, Pythagoras Eniokf!^ Demo- 
crjitQs, iEoopis. 1. 1. Alii alte nommoL 

occadon 
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I^tcr*occafion to make (bme mention before I 
IL have done. Thus it was with other 

u^<V Do^ins. Yet, as I hinted before, bc- 
cau(e the Greeks learnt moft of their 
Agronomy and Aerology from the Ma^ 
gi, they imagined tlicm to have invent* 
ed thoIjB Sciences : for by reafon of their 
Colonys in Afia and in the Ionian 
Iflands, tjiey were acquainted with the 
Magi, much (boner than with the Egyp* 
tian Prophets, having little knowledg of 
the latter, till Egypt was conquered by 
the Perflans, and till the time of Al £ x- 
ANDER the Great; travelling after* 
wards very frequently thither, and in 
great numbers. 

to. THE Getcs learnt the Immor- 
( tality of the Soul from their Country- 
man Zamolxis, who was Servant 
and Dilciple to Pythagoras, and 
/ who lb wrought by his ' Addrefs on 
I tho^ Scythian Nations, that they iK)t 
only received Laws from him, and the 
Doftrin of a future State ; but fo 
great was their Refpefl towards him 



>«««« 



, ' Herodoc 1. ^ Scrabo L i6. Mnafeas & Hdla^ 
nioK in Ecymdogico nuigpo, Porphyr. in via Py tl)i& 
piog, Lactu in ty^oi* 

for 
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fcMTthefe Benefits, tha( after his Death Leitcr 
tbe^ worfliipM bim as a God. This ILj^ 
Opinion of chaogiag the prefent Life V^y^^ 
for a better, made them fo fi^rlefs in 
Battel, and (b ready to ' expo(0 themn- 
(elves to the ^^ateft Dao^rs, being 
continually firM to 9 noble Emulation ^ 
by their Foets, who (like the ' Gallick 
Bardjs) eternizM the Memory of thofe 
magnanimous Worthys that loft their 
lives in War. The Druids of Gaule 
(c^ whom were iffu'd thofe in Britain) 
who were of the fame Perfuafion with 
the Getesi apd who taught the Tranf-^ 
migration of Souls, borrowed their Let- 
ters from the Greeks, and probably 
their Philofbphy, asJutiusCiE- 
SAR in ' exprefs words informs us. 
- This might eafily be done by means of 
the moft antient Greek Colony, of Mar- 
feilles, famous for Arts and Learning. 
^They might have a Communication 
with thole of the Grecian Country and 
Religion behind them in I):aly. And 
from their Neighbors the Germans 



' Poinpc»i.MeIa I. 2.C.2. cumaliispxne innumeris. 

* Czfir deBdbGaLL ^. pQmpoo.Mdal.3.c.2. 
Amm. Mirod. 1. 1 $• Plimus aliique. 

* Com in reliquit fere Mam, pubUcxs privati^ue 
Ridogftos Gfndft iicteris ntaatur. Lib.4» de Bello 
CdScaob 

(who 
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Letter' (^ho are often comprehended under the 
, i|^ the name of Celts as well as chemfelves) 
^" they might like wife recei<^e the Doc- 
trin of Z A M o L.x I s. But however 
this cou'd happen, L u c a n in the 
firft Book of his PbarfalU, fings of all 
thofe 3>7atibns in this manner. 



\ < 



I The numffotis Peofles of the froien 

North 
Are truly happy in their fond Mi/lake^ ' 
Not fearing Death that dreadfuBeJi of 

Fears. 
Hence their rough Minds are always 

bent on Arms^ 
Hence their (iout Heroes fmiling meet 

their Death, 
And hence they think it Cowardife to 

fpare 
A Lifcy that^s certain to return 
Again. 

II. BUT tho I have tracM this 
opinion to its Source, yet your Queftioir, 
MADAM, is ftill unrefolv'd, till I 



-iCcrccpopuli, quosdefpicitArftos, 



Felices errore fuo, quos, illc TimohUDj 
Maximus^ haud urget Lechi tnetus.- . Indecucodi 
• In FecffUmmens pronaviris, Aidimsqae qipsiOcs • . : 
Mortis, 8c ignavum redicurse parcere vitz*. . > ::> . 

explain 
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e>y)Iain bow the Egyptians themlelve^ Letter 
cpu'd frame fuch a Notion w.itbput Di- I[. 
•yinc Revelation. To this I aufwerj'V^^V^^ 
that their Funeral Rices^ and their 
.bilftprical Method of preferving the 
Memory of deferving Perfbns, (eem in 
all probability to have bip the occafional 
Caules of this Belief. Their way of 
burying, yoaknow, was by embalming 
the dead Bpdys. which they depoHted 
io: fubterranean Grots, wher9 they 
<x)ptinu'd intire for tfaoufands of Years ; 
;4o. tjiat before .^ny Notion of (eparate 
OF; iitimorJtai Spuls^ the common Lan- 
guagewas^:tba( {uch a one was under 
ground^ that he was carr/d over the 
River Acherufia by Charon (the 
Title of thcpublick Ferryman for this 
purpofej and laid happily to reft in the 
Clyfian Fields, which were the common 
Burial-place near Memphis. Among 
otber Methods they had of perpetuating 
Events, thefureftof all was to impo^ 
the Names of memorable Perfbos and 
Things on the Constellations, as the 
only eternal Moouments, not fubjed; to 
the Violence of Men or Brutes, nor to 
the Injury of Time or Weather. This 
Cuftom was d^riv'd from them to other 
Nations, who changed indeed the 
Nanies^ but gave new ones to the Stars 

for 



^■t .rsrjr 




rrtz 






^ 1 . 



jCa^ 



IfT 



J*: t?e 'srsmz 



idmiir * zis^ 



■♦' 






nil 



cr I "ai ic ^ 



tL IS Ce* 



-V . 



rtr ^r' 



- • • 












r:c -i!r jr :r 



l.i 


izcr: 


.ib' 






r^ -Cl! 


1-1--J 


^ rr wrific 


i 




:c 


i^cta: rsfc 


r 


ccr 




n;-.c:c I 



:?c i r^e-i:L aic 



c narrv 



"fit T<xnat jaiKt'-nis C agU- bt:^ 2*ir 
<B^ 6b Tcm TfTfiryit i dt uwi ran tp Mgr- 

Opini-ms 



Sours Immortality. '47. 

Opinions relating to a future ^te I^eticr 
in Egypt, in other Parts of Africa, ^ttV 
wcr all Afia, ifi man? places of Europe, '^-^^v^ 
and particularly in Greece. DiODO* 
Kus SicuLus, in the firfl: Bock of 
fcis unvaluaWe Uhsryj' very largely Te* 
ktes the Funeral Rites of the Egyp- 
tians^ t^ciaily their manner of em- 
balming Bodys to foch Perfedton, that 
ifier many Ages the (ame Likened and 
Lineaments continue: after u^bkh he 
proceeds in thefe words. \ The Relit- 
ihns of the Body that istB he huty% «- 
qudint beftrfe^dnd the JadgeSf snd the 
^imdred xs weU ss the Friends if fhedesd 
PerfbH with the DmJ of his B^riai : dnd 
sfter te&iftg his Name^ they certify thsi 
he is at that time to fafs over the Lake. 
After this there ajfemtle above fort^ 
^MdgeSf and fitting in a certain Semi*' 
circle^ frepar d on the fide of the Lakit 
the Boatf ivhich is provided in the meah 

while 



1 ' 



loi j^l%emmrimii vjgfii^ ym w 
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Letter wbi/t by thofe to whom that Cart belongs^ 
II* // brought thither by the Ferryman^ 

^T^^^ whom the Egyptians in their La»^ 
guage caU Charon. Wherefore they 
fay that Orpheus, having fteh this 
Cuflom when he had formerly travetJi 
into Egypt ^ composed his Fable about HeOf 
partly imitating thefe things^ and partly 
invfhtif/g out of his own Head. The? 
DipDpRus goes on to tell that every 
body may accufe or defend the dead Per-- 
fon> who, if he be proved to have led a 
bad Life, is deny^d the ufual Ibrt of 
fiuriaL From this Prohibition of Bur 
rial in Egypt, which was affliding to 
the Living and fcandaloUs to the Dead, 
the Greeks (and froni them the Ra- 
mans) had their Notion that the Soul^ 
of the unbury^d were difquieted, and 
cou'd not pafs over the River inta the 
Elyfian Fields, turning a noble PraQice 
into a fenflefs Fable. Hence you may 
Hkewife perceive how they came by the 
Notion of infernal Judges, which Office 



twt Xdftviftt Ai« KAt ^am9 Of^c6 to ^nOiAtcp tn 
Ai)v«r)or tS^aXoflA juti dut0a{i%vov r^^lo to niMiuSfff 

they 
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they beftowM on Minos^ Ma cms, Lftter 
and Rhadamanthus, the moft U. 
juft Princes among the Greeks. But 
not to digrefs, if any falfe Accufer ap^- 
pear'd, he was (everely puniQiM i and 
if.noneaccusMthe dead^ then be was 
put into his Coffin, and his Relations 
throwing ofF their Mournings made a 
iblemnPanegyrick^ not magnifying his 
Dignity or Family, but commending 
his Education, Piety, Juftice, Tempe-* 
ranee, and other Virtues. After re- 
lating more Particularitys to our pur- 
pole, DiODORUs makes this moft ju^ 
dlicious Obfervation^ ' The Greeks, fays 
he, M their comment it iom Vables, and if 
their celebrated Poets have difguiz^d tbi 
Truth of thefe things^ as of rvhat relates 
to the Honor of the Jufl and Difgrace of 
the Wicked 5 and therefore they have bin 
fo far from being able by thefe means to 
lead Men to the befi fort of Life, that 
they are themfelves defpis^d by the Bad^ 
and derided for their FoUy. But among 

E the 



'nvn 'wvtvalkmttiJiMV^ k^ viy imp Tom^ nfM^/tOv* ^. 

W9 ^hi0t X^MI^tftghi, Kdlaiffmews jyyofif^^ 



50 The Tiijlwy of the 

Letter the Egyftidns^ the Panifi^ment of thi 
ir Wicked and the Reeompence of the Good^ 

^^^^^^^^^ not being eontdin^d in Fatles, bkt exbt- 
iited to O0r Eyes^ each Party i$ every day 
fnt in mind of their Dutys ; and hy this 
Cufiom there grows the heft and moji ufe* 
ful Reformation of Manners- Lower in 
the fame Book he gives a Catalogue of 
fuch celebrated Greek Philofophers and 
' Legiflators as were initiated in the 
Egyptian Learning; and repeats again, 
that Orpheus ' brought from thence 
the great eft part of the myfterious Rites 
(us'd in Greece) mth the Orgys that art 
celebrated at their Explanation^ and the 
Filtions of HeU. Somewhat lower a- 
gain, he, that was an Eye-witnefi, 
aflures us, That ' the Meai^w^ which was 
the feig9^d Habitation of the Dead, is 4 
place by the Lske caffd Acherufia near Mem-^ 

phis. 



. }i^ Koi tfi/f/^4v7tf TV Ai^^dmfftf yvdoA 'mp »dor* Lib. i • 

' O^fcee fjt^v w '7UV \MmmP 'rtktnwv irt, 'jrhei^, kcu 

'm €kji TUP iaJln ^?<a»n9 cfjio^Bu^VAf ^ Tvr tvf tw 

'^9^ldliiKKaQ^mr99m£$in9 Mymn roj/p mr ^^«- 
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fhis^ nphicb CUy is furroundeJimth mofi Letter 
beautiful Meads and Groves of Lotus and IL 
Calamus. Nor is is improferly faid that the 
Dead inhabit thofe f laces \for that thegreat-^ 
eji part and the mofi fumptuow of the Egyp^ 
tian Burials are made -here^ the dead Bodys 
beinjg tranfported aver the River \and 
Jcbernfian Lake^ and laid there in Grots 
made for i^at furpofe. The other Fic- 
tions of the Greeks about HeBj do likttpife 
agree with thofe things which are to thts 
day perfornfd in Egypt : for the Vef^el 
for tranfporting the Bodys is calPd Ba* 
ris, and a piece of Mony to the value of 
an Obolns is paid for fraught to the Ferry^ 
man J who in their Country Language is 
caJPd Charon. There is aljo near 
thofe flacesj as they fay^ the Fane of 

E 2 darkfom 



i^KofM, AxA?i¥d»; J^'etffi^uj ngj TO ngfioiKeiV rw^ 

Aty/imm Im <srX«$a< k^i yAyt^t^ fyJctVr?* ytvi^tu^ 
Jia/90f^ytAoyui!fm yi^v rm viKfvv J^a 71 rou ^-o- 

Tot^ i}t pvf ^oftcroK Kef,r Aty/^lov : ro iifvjAf J>4xio* 
fu^or TA foty^iHA ^Ao/oy, Bacxv n^hei^At ^ to J^*^7fiCA>^fo9 
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Letter darkfom HecaTe, and the Gates of 

IL^ CoCYTUS anA Lethe made fafi 

ivith brazen Bolts. There are alfo other 

Portals of Truth, and near thefe the Sta^ 

tue of Juftice mthout a Head. There yet 

remain among the Egyptians fever al other 

things that gave ocCafwn to our fables^ 

keeping ftill the fame Names^ and the 

fame Actions being performed. Here's a 

moft ^natural Account of the Rife of 

thofe Poetical Fiftions concerning the 

Ely Han Fields, Charon and his 

Paflage-mony, with the different Man- 

fions of departed Souls, and the (everal 

Portals of Hell. All other Origins are 

falfejOr manifeftly abfurd and precarious. 

This whale Book of the moft accurate 

DiODORUS deferves to be read : but 

I have tranfcribM enough for my pur- 

pofe. 

I J. THUS have I (hown you, 
MADAM, how this Opinion of the 
Souls Immortality,and the Confequences 



mfj^fOK* Ibid. 

of 
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of the (ame, was iocroduc'd from the Letter 
Egyptians amoog the Grecians, fpread IL 
by the latter in their Colony s in AGa 
and Europe/ and delivered to the Ro- 
mans^ who from the Greeks had their 
Religion and Laws. I markM the Pro- 
gre(s of it among. the Scythians^ Ger- 
mans, Gauls, and Britains. I have like- 
wife proved how from Egypt, the Place 
of its Birth, it travel'd to the ChaU 
dssans and Indians, and from them over 
all the Eaftern Parts of the World : for 
'tis no wonder that this Do£lrin was 
gladly and univerfaily receiv'd (tho not 
built among the Heathens on its true 
Rea(bns) /ince it flattered Men with the 
Hopes of what they wi(h above all 
things whatfbever> namely, to con« 
tinue their Exigence beyond the Grave ; 
there being but few that can bear the 
very Thoughts of ever cealing to live 
{bme where, and moft People commonly 
chufing to be miferable, rather, than 
not to be at all. This was the State of 
the SoqPs Immortality, among tho(e 
Nations who were not illuminated by 
Divine Revelation. The People begua 
it, from them their Children learnt ir, 
at lafl: it became a part of all mens 
Education (as it happens to Opinions 
generally, nceiy'd) and ib tlie Learned 

E I themfelves 
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Letter themrdvcs believM it before they had a 
IL rcafon for ir. *Tis true, the Vulgar, 

^>^v^^ who are not usM to Refieftions, em- 
bracM it ever afterwards (as they do ftill) 
uponTruft or from Authority : but not 
fo with the Philofbphcrs, who oflferM 
many probable Arguments for the Soul's 
feparate Exillence and eternal Durationt 
They conceived their own Thoughts or 
Ideas to be immaterial, and to have 
nothing in common with Extenfion ; 
they found a Freedom in their Wills, 
and a fpontaneous Motion in their Bo* 
dys ; they obferv'd a perpetual Conten- 
tion bet ween their Appetite and their 
Reafon ; they laid much ftrefs on their 
Dreams, and thought that fometimes 
awake they had certain Prefages in their 

.^ ^linds of future Dangers ; they faw 

that Men had an unquenchable Third 
after Knowledg, a ProfpeS of Futurity^ 
and earneftly defir'd a Happinefs that 
fliouM never end : therefore they con- 
cluded that all theie things muft needs 
proceed from (bme Being diftind from 
the Body, which was (elf moving, and 
conlequently immortal ; fince every 
Parcel of Matter is mov*d by (bmc cx^ 
ternal Caufe, and that what has Mo- 
tion in it fclf can never lofe it. The 

SouPs {mmortality was Kkewilp great? 

ly 
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ly conErmM among the Heathens by Letter 
toeir Legiflators, whereof (everal did IL 
not believe it themlelves ; but (obfery- 
ing that tho fbme were vertuous by 
Nature or Temper^ and that others were 
made Co by the hopes of Reward and 
Honor, or by the Fear of Puniftiment 
andDifgrace) they further adopted this 
Opinion, as fuctng all mens Circuoi- 
ftances, perfuading them that in the 
other Life, the Wicked were fure to be 
punifti'd for their Crimes, tho tbey 
might here efcape the Kigor of the 
Laws ; and that the Good wou'd like* 
wi(e meet there with thole Rewards, 
which might be uojullly deny^d to 
their Merit in the prefent Life. By 
others this Argument was deem'd to 
have more of Reafbn than of Politicks in 
it, and the^ have labor'd to prove that 
fuch a Condu£l was neceflarily be- 
coming the Goodnefs and Equity of a 
moft wife Being. They had (everal 
Difputes about the SouPs Prs-exiftenoe, 
Duration, ESence, and the Manner and 
Time of its coming into the Body, its 
leaving of it, and their Union together. 
On thele Sub jeds there have bio written 
many Cubtii and ingenious Conjedures, 
boc more that were ridiculous, extra- 
vagaat, and impoffible. Nor have the 

E 4 Aodera 
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Letter modern Fhilofbpbers fucceeded any bet« 
IL ter than the Antients, and among both of 
them (carce any two were of a mind ; 
whereas in my opinion the Moderns 
have not the fame right to examine this 
matter as the Antients^ but ought hum- 
bly to acquiefce in the Authority of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who brought 
Life and Immortality to Light. 

14. 'TIS no wonder that a Notion, 
thus grounded among the Heathens, 
was doubted or deny*d by great num- 
bers of them, even by v/ho!e SeGs, as 
the Epicureans for example; and in 
fbme other Se6ls thediflinO: Being of it 
after Death was totally deftroyM, they 
making it then to return to the Soul of 
the World, and to be f^allow'd up 
therein. But in all Seds there never 
wanted particular Peribns who really 
Opposed the SouPs Initnortality, tho 
they might accommodate their ordinary 
Language to the Belief of the People : 
for raoft of the Philofbphers ( as we 
read) had tvvo forts of Doftrios, the 
ope internal and the other external, or 
the one private and the other publick ; 
the latter to be indifferently coinmuni- 
(rated to all the World^ and the former 
ppty very cautioofly to their befl Friepds. 

Of 
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er to {bme few others capable of receiir^ Letter 
lag it, and that wou'd not make any ill IL 
ufe of the fame. Pythagoras him- ^>V%^ 
(elf did not believe the Tranfmigratioa 
which has made him fo famous to Pof- 
terity ; for in the internal or fecret Doc- 
trin he meant no more than the eternal 
Revolution of Forms in Matter, thofe 
ceaflefs Viciflitudes and Alterations, 
which turn every thing into all things, 
and all things into any thing, as Vegeta- 
bles and Animals become part of us, we 
become part of them, and both become 
parts of a thouland other things in theUni- 
verfe,Earth turning into Water,Water in- 
to Air, Air into £cher, and fo back again 
in Mixtures without End or Number. 
But in the external or popular Dod:ria 
be impos'd on the Mob by an equivocal 
Expreffion, that they fhoi^d become vari- 
OHd kinds of Bea/is after Deaths thereby to 
deter 'em the more efFeftually from Wic- 
kednefs* Take notice, M A D A M^ 
how his intimate Acquaintance and Di(^ 
ciple TiMjEus LocRus fpeaks. 
' // any Perfonj fays he, mB continue 
impenitent and refraStorj^ be (baB be fure 
of Punijbment both from the Lmvs^ and 
^ from 

mXrtr/f, d T M rw roimf nMd urm hiorytv m^« 
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Letto* from tboft Do£{rinsy which demouuce ee- 
IL ieflidl and tnfernd Judgments ; as thdt 
nnhafpy Ghofts will meet with impldesble 
Torments, snd tbofe other things which 
the lonick Poet has delivered out of an^ 
tient Tradition, for as we cure the Bodys 
of ftck Perfons with any fort of Remedjs^ 
if they refufe the mofl whole fom ; fo wc 
keep the Minds of Men in order by falfe 
Reafonsy if they will not be govern d by 
true ones. Wherefore there is a neceffity of 
teaching tbofe foreign Torments : as that 
there is a Tranfmigration of the Soulj tbofe 
of Cowards faffing into female Bodys affign^d 
^em for a Difgrace ; tbofe of Murderers 
into Beafls of Prey, for a Punifbment ; 
tbofe ofluxuriotid Perfons^ into the forms 
of Swine or Goats ; tbofe of inconftant 
and boafiing Fellows j into Animals flying 
in the Air ; and tbofe of the Slothful and 

the 



iri xAXoffiU AJta£^ffloi tf/roKHifjtu J\)ff<hu\JLWTi nf* 
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i/jui im AyiUlAi tOJi^ffu M^ptvlo J^*Ai^AyKAitDf xAt 
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the Idle^ cf the Vnteaehatle dni the Lettef 
Foolifiy into the Sh^es of Animds liv 11. 
img in the Water. H o m e n's Tradition 
of the Torments of Hell I have provM 
already to have bin from Egypt ; and 
Tranfmigration is here calPd a foreiga 
Tormrat, becaufe Pythagoras 
learatit of the Egyptian Priefts. 

15. THO the Poets embellifli'd 
their Pieces with* the Opinion of the 
Soups Immortality, yet a great number 
of them (for they were not all of a 
mind) utterly rejefked ir, as I might 
(how by their own exprefs words : for 
S £ K £ c A ' was not fingle in (aying, 

Noughff dfter Dedth^ dnd Dedth it 

felf is nought 9 
Of d quick Rdce only the utmofi God ; 
Then mdj the Saints lofe dll their 

Hopes of Hedv^nj 
And Sinners quit their rdcking feats 

of HelL 

But 



li%a»* In jUbriCalce; 

' PoftMortan nihil eft, ipfinne Mon nihj^ 
Vdodt fpads Meta noiviifintt. 

^ Qoaens 
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letter Bitf ^^r De^th jourt cwltieus when 

n. *^ ^^ ^ 

fe/V>J fiVin ^^^''^ ^^^ Children yet unhrm 

remain. 

We^ri loft in Darknefs and devouring 

Time. 
Death wafts the Body^ and at laft di- 

ftrojs ; 
Nor [pares the SohL Infernal Depths^ 

and thofe 
Dark Kjngdoms of th^ inexorable 

Lord^ 
With CerVrtis guarding the well bolted 

Gatesy 
Jire only fenflefs Tales and empty 

Wordsy 
A Fable like unto a frightful Dream. 

The bed reafon I can find for the Incre- 
dulity of the Poets, is the Experience 
they had of their own Fiflions about 
the future State of the Soul : for fcarcc 



Quxris quo jaceas poft obicum loco ? 
Quo non naca jacenr. 
Tetnpus nos avidum devorat & Chaos* 
Mors individua eft noxia Corpori, 
Nee parcens Animx. Tsen^ra^ & afpero 
Regonm fub Domino, Limen & obfidem 
• Cuftos non fadli Cerberus oftio, ' 
Rumores vacirf, verbaque inania, 
£t par IblUcicQ Fabuti. Somdia 

one 
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one of 'em believ'd the charming De- Letter 
icripcions they made of the Elyfian IL 
Fields^ nor their terrible tfio elegant 
Relations of the Torments pf the Wic* 
ked. V I K G I L, the moft accurate and 
ample Tojfographer of the infernal 
Regions^ cou'd yet^ when be thought 
of £picaKUSy break out into this 
Philofbphical Rapture : 

' H^py ! T»ho co»^d cf things the Cd$h 

Jes knawy 
Cur^d of M Tears J who coi^d tresd 

under foot 
Relent lefs Tate^ and greedy Waves 

of Hell! 

I (hou'd never have done if I alledg'd 
all the Paflages where Horace, J u- 
V fi K A L, and the reft of them fporc 
with the ftorys about Hell^ and Ghofls^ 
and the like: but Cornelius Se- 
ver u s has expreft the Minds of them 
all> tho after a more ferious manner, in 
his Poem concerning the burning of 
Mount Etna. 



' Felix qui pocoic renun Qognofcere Canfis, 
Acque hkcus omDcs & inenvabilc Facum 
SkAiJcdt jpediboi^ ftrcj^aunque Acherofltis avari! 

Of 
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Letter 

n^ ^ ' Of dll our Errors and Mifiskes of 
^^ ^ things 

The grcdte/i part proceeds from trd- 

gick ^Scenes. 
In Verfe the Foets^ not in Vifion^ 
(aw 

Bldck diry Spirits fie^ting under 

ground. 
And P L u T o's pdllid Regions after 

Death. 
The Poets feigned the Stjigian Waves 

and Dogs. 
Thefe have foul T i t y u s (^erftvn 

Acres fir etched ; 
'^Tis thej^ poor Tantalus, who 

thee torment 
With Hunger mercilefs and thirfi\ 

^tis they, 
Minos and Eacus, n>iha 

' Tour fplendid Judgments upon trem- 
bling Souls i 



* PlurimaparsScenx rerum edfallacia: Vata 
Sob tcrrisiiigrosTidenint^ariiiiiie Manes, 
At^ue inter cineres Dicis pallentia R^a. 
Mcntiti vates Stygias Uodafque, Canefi)ue» 
Hi Tityoa fcpcem ftraverein . jugen fioHlaBi ^ 
SolUdtantn^oatecmni, TttKalCp-ffltii, 
SoISdcantquc Sid \ Miooi, tmqyr, Jbct^in unibris 
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^Tis they who turn I x i o n's refi- Letter 
lefs Wheel, U. 

And. forge alith^ other Fables under 
Eartk 

Earth^s not enough : they fry d&out 
the Gods, 
And boldly view that HcAven where they 

ne^er fiallconie. 

You'l think me uncharitable, perhaps, 
for excluding them by thislaft Line out 
of Faradife: but, befides that they de« 
jferveno lefs for their Fidioos in pre* 
judice of Truth, the Injury^s not lb 
great ; fince they cannot much fear ^ 
Hell of their own making. 

i6. BUT the Reafbns of thofe who 
deny'd the Immortality of the Soul, 
whether Poets or Philofophers, are al- 
mod all comprehended in a narrow 
Compafs by Pliny the elder, in the 
(eventh Book of his Natural Hijlory. 
« After the Interment of the Body, fays he, 
there are various Conjectures about de- 
parted 



Juracsumnc) idemque rocanc Ixionisorbem ^ 
Quicquid 8c interius fiilfi fibi confcu Tern cfL 
Non eft Terra £uis : fpecolancur Nomiia Divum, 
Nee mecauniLoculos aheoo admioere GodIo, Sec. 
' Poft fepulainun TarizManiuoi hjosisa^ts* Oo- 
tubm a fiqpcaaa dk cadcm qtur aou frimam ^ ntc 
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Letter farted Souls. Bat the State of al( Men 
VL^ is the fame after the laft Day of their 
" "" ^ X^, 4S before the firji ; nor U there any 
more Senfe in Body or Soul after Deathi 
than before the Day of our Birth. Tet 
the Vanity of living Men extends to /«- 
Sure Agesy and feigns to it felf a new 
Life in the very time of Death t fome 
beftomng Immortality on the Soul '/feme 
teaching theTranfmigration of the famdi 
Others allowing Senfe to thofe in Hell, and 
worfbifping their Ghoftsy and waking a 
God of him^ who is not at frefent fo 
much as a Man. As if indeed the man- 
tier of breathing in Man differed any way 
from that of all other Animals \ or as if 
there cou^d not be found many things 
which . en]oy a longer Life, to which no 
body dreams of attributing the like Im^ 
mortality. But what fort of Body has 
the feparate Soul ? Of what Subjiance ? 

Where 



imgis a morce lenfiis ullus auc Corpori auc . AniiJUr^ 
quam antcNacalcm. Eadcmenim Vanhasin jfuturum 
etiam fe prorogat, & in mortis <^uoque tempore ipla 
fibi vitam roentitur : alias Immortalicatem Anima? ^ 
alias Transfigurationem ^ alias fenlum Inferis dando, 
& Manes colendo, Deumcpie 6idendo qui jam' etiam 
Homo effe defieric Ceu vero ullo modo Ij^irandi rario 
Homini a cztcris Aiiimalibusdiftet^ auc non diutur« 
niora multa in vita repcriantur^ quibus nemo fimiiem 
dtvinac Inubortalit^tem. quod autcm Corpus pj6axm 

pt« 



Soul's ImmerMlityl <Jy 

WbeiftrifuUsitsThiiiltikg^ Hon dies it Letwr 
fit r- ffoif dots it hk'Mr'f Or *y- irW IX. 
ikei^ ^it^'it tMtkf -am whMt it it tyVv> 
6u^4'^ Vf ' ^'tt- Choi eatt there he 
tHtioa^ iJ^ thit^s ? Where lihemfe is 
iB^MihfoH thereof f^Jni in fo ittstif' 
}Qer,'h0 'if^fi fttifi ie the mnltitiide'' 
af:^SyMi' f^U MS of Qhi^s ! Theft 
ire AtUremipts to quietChjUren, sndrhe' 
p0ionstf^'Mortdttth4fi^ii*d live mH^^ 
6ut end. '^he Vdnity f^ frefetvitig'i^ 
hodfiof men, U like if hat of the Refur*^ 
fe£iiQ» froniis^d by D E m o O B. l T ll %• 
who Aid not revive hiihfelf; But what ji^ 
prodigfeiA^ M*iinefs is it:,'- to ihiitk thit^ 
Life CM Af renew'd // Beath ? Ot whsP 
Renfe' esM- Mortals .ev^'^njojFf if. the 
Soml.he diive ahve^ dttd the Gho^' has'- 
Sen^tetdip'f Ueirjiefi, this Fondnisfs 
ind tfidnUty defir&fs the Vfefulmfs of 
F Death, 



petfei buzMiiccm? Ubi C&^cacio iHi .' Qpomodo 
vifiil Aufius > Aut qtil angic > Qui ufus ejus i Aut 
qnod line his fioaum i Qw ioait Scdet ? ijumEave 
nuldcudo lot feculU Aninurum, vduc Umbramm! 
Pueriliam iftiDeliniaiOKorum^vJidci^e nunquan defi* 
BCK morntincisCoiiUKiKa func Similis 8c dc iflcmn- 
dMCDrporibn "««™™j u revivilcetKli promifla He- 
■ocft»«■kl^ qni aoB rcnxic iple. <^ (mthun) 
ifia Dp— fat CR, Itetaii vinm morte? qtim K^ 
wiiBt qn^ mmjitiKt^ Q in fi^iijai ftntfai -Jiohex asuxt 
lonr. Wcnn Uabra i Perdit prsfcao uu Pul- 



66 . The Htfiory of the , 

Letter Df^fj^ tvbitb y the fr4ncifd;G^ 
II. Nsture V ^ danhki tbf ^m^ pK* ^i^g 

^5>'V>^ MMt if h kdff^s t0 ke eonccfj^ fioia 
hii. futm Sme : fAtr if it bt^j. t^^i^^ 
t9jiv€^ towhomc^n itMc fff^^i*^^^^ 
Iktf^di But hftfiPButh esfur , m4\/^. 
tiftssM is ft far fverjf^ pn^ to kfUfve^f^ 
own ExfiricMUfi: *iui . 40 dr^w ^ an^ ,^4^31?% 
mM cf his Sfcm;it^j^qmtb€^^ 
ti^«f rnkfit hklt^M^ W9reJfemMm ^ 
Sjiq^ are the Ite^fooiAgS o|rMeQ wha 
talk ill the ^Iv^ # they -kno^ xk^ 
^%t, having fejf^ Notions d^jth^^ 
gingf the Soul, qoneat all of if:s ppir 
on with the Body^ and : but if^i^fcjQI 
G^eiTes about. 4ts E0ence, whkh leadi^ 
'e^i confequently to doubt of its (epatV 
rate BxideocB, aod fo to deny its ^m- 
ipoFtality. Butt l^qwevcr Men left, to 
. themfelves may miftake, 'cis impoilible 
that God (hou'd lie ; and what ne has 
reveaPd, the not in every thing falling 
under our Gon^preheofion, nmft yer be 
tfm add abfohitely certain. And in 



rr 



oeda Credulitaiqiie przdpinun HacucH bomim^ norr 
Km;, ac duplioet Obicus, fi tbkie edmi poft-fnturi 
JBAinadoDt cvemc: neDtm fr ^btdtt nvctt. ^ cui 
Boccft dfe vixiflc.' At quanta hcibm joenndgu^.fibi 
Quon^ie credere^ ac Specimcii fiim(itKii:jWlq|ttialii 
umcre exjpcfiflKitto/ Caf*^im • • •;••-: c^ln, 

tni5 



iMfi CDnfi<b> po ofiiiaU Advantage of As- litusUc 
ii»etSf that^cfacp tliey taaj* "be eqai% A 
iBOdrarK «itii«icfa£rs about ifcc = oatute of^^"^*** 
«»hiag, yes ihey tnaJ^ hsr? Ichr^l^teft 
CMvictioa of'ifs Exifiente;- and aiarbe 
Mu4i(e 0f i4is«l>ircov«ry Wbtdk i(^ bdoe^ 
tiottl or coKiveAiehc. 

.»•■ -••i-r. •- ■ 

■ .k^« m *,■ «« 

17J BO T i exceed m^ defigff of a 
bare Hiftorian; beHde^ tmr -jwv neld 
no Antidote, SERENA, againfl: the 
Poifbn of an abler Adverlary than 
Pliny. I have freely given you my 
Opinion how the Heathens came by 
their Notion of the Soul's Ipmortality, 
with Bfly Heafonsfor the fiaie : andiE-I 
attribute the Invention of this !Do£lrin» 
aslwell as of Aftrology, and mod: of the 
other Sciences, to the old Egyptians, 'tis 
not out of any Partiality to ati extind 
Nation (cho never (b learned, wife, or 
polite) but led by hiftorical Proofs to a 
&4) i^rilwUion. In treading the Mazes 
'of Antiquity, I am fecure from all fuf- 
picion of Favor or Fear, of Intereft or 
kevenge. I can't be thought to flatter 
N&CEPSOS, if I fhouM make him 
pals for the King of Aftrologers ; and I 
am come too late into the World to ex* 
peft any Recom pence from Sesos- 
TAIS| who, I think, far exceeds all 

F 2 the 



4iB 7!he H^ory; Sic 

JUtS9 tbb other Heroes and Cooqueron of Ail- 
ft tiqiiity. . .Wheo I uodercook to enmine 

^'^'y^-this Subjeft, the Dilbovery.- of Truth 
<Was the only end I popos'd to my Iclf, 
. befides that of obeying your CorooMnds, 
■ which. Ihail be- always, MAD AM, 
receiv*d with more Alacrity and Stdi- 
miflion, than thole of any Monarch in 
,the Uni^ley by your moft oblig'd and 
Ideyoc^-Seryftnt. 
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rA M under a doOblc Obligarloh; 
M AD AJM, . to ftopiS;^ toy I 
Thoughts to you about m 
Oriiitf of ItMatiy, both- froni the Pro^ 
niiK I made you' by Wo^ oTinbiikb^ and ^ 
by wh&t 1 have fince writrm to ' you is 
tlie Letter concerning f/^ ^uPr Immtr^ ' 
tsUtygmok^ thiHuubitu. ^tiryou are 
nottoexp^^¥li'iccouat of all the an- 
tient Superftieidrfs, wbidi ^bu^ re« 

Sttire many Volumes, nor of any one 
xlig^on whatlbeyer. I (hall only en- 
deavour to (how by what means the 
R;difon of tiiett b^ ib.deprav'd, as 
tq think o| -iiii>prdi^t4 Deitys, how 
the Worlbip ojf many Gods was firft 




j^x^ Tfce Origin of Idolatryy 

I^|:ef* antroduc d into the world, and what 

IHi induc'*d Men to pay Divine Honors to 

w;i^^i(jtheir Fellow-Creatures, whethe 




•»■« 



Lven^i 

explain the Fables of the Heathens by 
general and certain Principles, giving 
the ocGaA)n of their Tenrnple^ Friefts, 
and A1t*n; o/fheif Images afad Sta- 
tues ; their Oracles, Sacrifices, Feafts*^ 

and Spcaets ;. of thjs rutelaryPowers of 

feveratV^ta'^f ^f 1(Qo^fes^)t!)inMng 
that Heaven is over us, that Hell is 
under us, and fuch other things as com-^ 
monly occur in the Greek and Roman 

Afjtb^iir cT^(b';W«^^ v^ryr fioaH piinS' 
I'rould'^njam/pfyy prwe^tbatjint Egypt 

' /l/</^^4^^Af arrived 

AkMJ^ Jfj|ll§|J|4*JL.R;<pE L LINUS 

therr j/^/^y!,#r/(«flg^ir.\^ noft, 

troublciif q^^; TfWtSViif^P^tWg the- Ai•gu^ . 
me.nts^I;jhqyexfetrf*dy, prOsl;gc'd to this. 

Briigi(5num ihtfiinakila (ut udiciturjKpecyeiienintA^ & 



initio priin# »^«d(£n^4AM^f^tti cohdici: Sbi^tii 



and \9(e<if<ms if Heathemfm, 7 1 

iMftidity* from the Authority of H £• Letter 
notibxtt^, DioboRUs- SiCu- III. 
ft US', Loci AN, £>ion Cassiu^^^-'''^'^' 
Mac^ojius, aod others: nor will 
I urge that, by Examples and Laws 
from tbcrFentateucb, it clearly appears 
chat Nta^tok,: the! ioterpretatioti ef 
Dreamsf Aftrology, and Necromarity, 
were, long' u$*d in : Bgy pt - before they 
wereknomi in Cbaldsa or any other 
place. ' 

! -. .— • ' 

2. THE mofl: antient Egyptte, 
Ferfianir, and RonEians^ the fir ft Pa- 
triarchs ofihe Hebrews, with feverdl 
other jNTanons and Se£b,'>had no (acred 
Iiragesior Statuesy no j^eeuliar Places or 
coftiv.faflifons of \tdtflhrip; the plain 
£ai](]e& bf their ,Reli|;ioa being moft 
agreeable to the ^Simplicity of the Di- 
vine Nature^' as irkliflfererice of Place 6r 
Time ^;rere the; bei): Bxpreflions of iitf- 
finite Power and Oainiprefence. '■ But 
xhoQaAMihui m»ke MtH u^igjht^jet 
thef foU9$d cut (fays the- wifeft King of Ecclj.29. 
Ifrael) mdny Inventions. And certainly 
when once a Man fufFers himfelf to be 
Jed into precarious os^afbitrary Pradices, 
he c^wnc ftop foraify Re2^(bi¥, bnc 
whan; i64».b0g3Od;^cntr(i:cdi^Glucl3 with 
t^^^WQlf^r^s%^^ believe I 

• vii;>'^ F 4 may 



t^^ fifch as r firft- enter tain'a; Etefigos 
Mii^ the laberejt of Maokiad, werft 
1^ the M-OepraVccs of their ReaCiil 
^ noti% ia.l^s ^rigbt {enlasi' caii(«ret 
Iw: perfoadcd -ybiuntarily to . paii i witb 
flis Ff^ot»'f. arid he that inius^uie^ijf 
Fcfcf^o deprive hinr-of ic; itavtSki have 

' 9liiVd or debdod^voryi many beibrft» 
band to fuppocfitiitisiiunjuft-mccAfioDs^ 
i>y which acceffion of ftrength he £oa'd 
feduce, frighten, or fubdue others. Ic 
wiU-BOt tbere^jretap^ar liiilikery that 
jNlen:very ettrly k»mcto have tbeSunt 
fl^^jofxptioos of God himieif, ^bich 
l^ey bad.before of t heir eartUy R-ineea : 
<fupd. ^fter tbtHt fancying bifii mutable, 
^eaipus, rey(^eltil^ andarbtthoy,. Hiey 
pe»,i eqdeavQur'di tfi^^procure.his Favor 
m^cUMttt tbelaioiei-lnaiiner. that they 
fpade tbeir cpiini ^to : tbofe : wKO -pre- 
jf^^ed to'bc; b^ Representatives or 
:;^ieuteoaQt$,! . -oay to be 6od$: them- 
lelv^, or. .t<\fi» del^endeA ^Jie&mAy 

7 PaFeQtage»'ft9jtb69atie(ftMoAar£bsiis'cl 

•tO:do* ; ..'. -.-a: •/. . I • •>'•••< (.■^:\ 

,v ^i IT ioQinS' eudeot firoiDdbe re- 
jneteft M<|luin«lita of Ijarwk^' '. that 
j«]l^.$uperftitioi)eii|giiiaili:rektJed. (o the 
]Worjbipo$tbQl>^> li^gfiiicipaUy 

.. •: deriv'o 






4|^f -dten^offs «/ HeMmfm, x} 

<ieriatMifitoill Fdbenl Rices/ tfao die Lettei 
fiift MCafieoinl^c bCvVery lonoccbti^or III; 
(aiviicMiP* aiid;wk& na other tbanSDifuiioiis 
whecein cbey wcnfribdferimes'pdHbQallyi 
tdiiieft\(fiicbi$jtlie:Fan^yricki o^.tbfli 
BgJVCialv) ocnvS^qiA ddicautt^Vitii 

Ki^rtlai^nioaystitbivtllekr' MAmoBjrx 
lillieiFiaeteikxB.org|rieat McoiiiiitBe 
t^^jgM:.^'- .tb^^^Bf^ccefiEiin^.ttbcC rc»; 
fi6f&r«L AfiQkiflf. of .Frjeikift. Qk^eUlM 
tMos, l^d . tbo^^ Advantage whkihbdiii 
Heatbon Friefts doe#; frani> tfiertCtoiut 
^ity^t^-tfifc fimple^':cafry?d:*this mstttoD 
i:gX0fR ileti furthtTiJ ^fot. only>iiiagi 
Aod Qgpeds, great. Geimals and Lfag^ 

^MKipra.'ii of !! curious i Arts* andrAii* 
^f&tii.tSr)iilbivX iidntsaiaaiy partoolr of 
Alu(baonMr;.fJ)Ulia!{b iiich {)nvace Per* 
^fiRf^tyby.:=fclieir -wrtiiotis A£kiDas:h^ 
^^^^agmkW^ thettiiahes from otbersy 
were often confecraced to pious and 
eternal Memory tyy their Country or 
their Kindred, asreputablc|totheDead, 
jaiKl.«lMsmpIary to the Living This is 
the .^niD'Teafoo (as we iliall ibew in it$ 
pr(^'.{»j|{ice) , Ot , i)i Nations having 
•theUifiBpect^ nit«IlH<y<Gtids i todbeace 

L"-':,, •■'.'•'Ji\'> ;:■■:■! -. . . ui ,. . ■ 



•"3*'i are 



;. jf 4 ^ • ^ Origin of.^difSti^h 

igxui vA' dcrif^d tb^ peculiaf Ridrgib^' ^otF 
niJ ^particular Familys^J ^ d^fioi <r^ s^iA ^^ 
kooad Jook of bis Nstikat ,'M^fi 
QlJs^ Tbat riftr am^/ dmieiu m^ t/^yJmH 
fifiifJS their jitkMdnfiifdgmititii)tdljMifi 
BiirrfM&Bts, mt$ b^'iiiiffi^ of ^mw[j^ 
tl^riOtkedji (whithivwifls «ffiiKD^ij|m 

*>Ci ciBX0. vriBfa^sfdverat oth^sr fefbra 
kni>. A»4 tbi& tWofe&ra AfftlUMfi ^ 

'Xfte-fi^flldohitrvi cfaerefo^en^iHnot-^^ 



i« ill 



bdfieantir« ocOiidtr; 6r>hin}eiok:« 
di;|dii Sc8rs^i lnit.3ki<% Hs^ JjUfiftl yOtt 

ofafer Uiog Bociks tm i periflfii > by^ S'vl^ 
WohnsyorJ^ottianDvfii; and irbifj Brails 
OTJ^Marbk ^lor. Jifcii bbidEbi tort vlolcfiit 
iiihd8'i)#'AeFlflqnrii^ "bf iche -IVdajrhtf r. 
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citmrSTfleram. cxnomintiriinitalniir 1^^ • 



munis, uc beneficiis exccilcnt cs Yiros i n Codmn fiuna 
jR? fDlouucB cullueiii |[ liliu! ftSKttiSL^ hinc i^lor 8c 

.J1J5 ever* 



and C^^f^l (f BeMhemfm. y^ 

everlaftiDg Monuments) the proper Letter 
Names of their Heroes^ or of fome- m^ 
thing memocfible in tbeir Hiftory. 
Erato $,tk £ n es the Cyrenean, a 
very. jLOtfeiatiFhilplbpher of prodigious 
KoOJwMg in. al) the Sciences, wrote 
a Book;(yfit extant) of the CmfitBi^ 
thm^ wbereifi bj; delivers the Reafons 
of tbeJr Nao^j^ which are perpetual 
AUbfions to antientHiilory, tho won-' 
derfully di^uizM by Time, and for 
the mod: part o^ere Fables.* The mod 
learned Monfieur L e C l e b. c, when 
he wrote dn Extrad of Euatos* 
THE HE s^ .among fbme other Mytho- 
logical Tr^iSs in the eighttt. Volume of 
the Vniverfdl snd Hifi&rkd L^aty^ , 
made. tbjB following Epigram. : 

■ ■ I * ■ 

1 Aatiqmtj^ Pif$g fure that Nsturis 
Force 
Woifd Brafs and Mar hie Monuments 

eonfumfj 
Did wifely its own fS/lorf iranfmit 
To future Times by Heavens eternd^ 

tires. 



I Tanpoce, cum kpidum (ofcc iDQiradMKi retoi^ 
. Atquepcrirciao duifti^ineialbrfira?;* . 
l^uta, fbam, zcaces fcrctm docuUe^fiiciini 
, Cxiorum zcerois ignibus^ Hifloriam. 

In 



' • ' *; 



Illi Is Yxher jsiacds ke^de&tires biibfelf te be 
V^^VofKbe-iune '>bt>'iafdn cooeerdibg ^tfef 
AppeUaooos bf'Nthe>$rcafs-,,;ahd id i!bftc 
very Jdbrnal ex|>)^DS^(bnie'Rlbles tidCik ■ 
FriQcipleJ As'- divers Natitfl# 
C^Aom bfie'^f'iliiothef, to' 
they accjgrdfifigly <:haog''d tMi^ Sf»bef«!^^^ 
eicb itnpqfing' oh '• tUt hit^iWtSaly Bodyd ' 
the NasMs fftid Actions •6eR>ngtngtb''>- 
iheir own Coudlry. ^ ^hfevi^hntoifeft 
in the .Spheres of tbe^ie^^anid Bat*-' ' 
barians, . stnd ^ this riafi^ Jfhe Cretam 
iDaintaiti'jri''that wo^ lif^'^theGods fkre- 
bturd 0imb»t$himy hiiif^' fSehf whOf for] 
tkeirBtti^PsPoth^'Pimiehy mdhuM 
immrtd J^Mors: for thfey ' b«liev*d^ thef 
Grecian Gods-t^ be tbo(e of all Man-' ■ 
kind, and knew not that in other places 
chir !«tay^ of "ibkifiiBg '|!be - Qbnftellarions 
and deifying de&rving Meo^ was long 
in.vufe befeiie'tbey -tedv fyradis'd' it. 
Nor was there wanting Qhe aniong 
thJB Cbriftians;- ' vi^bo, appiroving this 
Method, eodeavourVJ to abdiib tbole 
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and (B^ms of Hathenifm. ^ 

HegcheaNamcsy 8S110C underftbod^ or Lttter 
:q£ flo , Goticern . ib. m ;' and - to impofe III. 
oa the Staca oew Names ih their ftead,'^ 
f:OoataiQiiig rilw Hiftory of the Ofd and 
New Teftameor. But (iDce he couM 
iiQC.pnvitU with the Afl^nothto, letfs 
not digrefi. At laft (iich as were ig- 
iioruic or iflvonM of the thie Reafbns 
of thefe jlifbgSy wouM yoMy their 
Worfhip <chb, as I (hall eviaoe, by 
weak Arguments ) from the eodlefi 
aikl orderly Revohitioo, rdie admirable 
Luftre^ and general Uiefuloeis of the 
Sim, Mooo, aod othir Planets and 
Stars. This, did likewife give tfte 
niilofbphers a handle ; to . ex^io the 
Motions of the Planets by cehaio In-^ 
telligencesiikt and inhabiting in their 
Orbs^ which they perpetually guided ia 
their Courles ; and hence the Bod^s of 
the Son and Moon are painted like a 
Face with ^yesj Nofe, andaMduth. = 



» ' 1 



4. THB Opinioa of the twelve 
greater Gods, j^oeeded (irom certau 
Hiftorys affiuM to the twelve Signs of 
the Zodiack, as the ieven Planets bear 
the Names of as many Ber(bns, to 
whom were alTo ooiblecraked the Days 
of the Wcekp but reputed qme ' or lels 

holy, 



• *• 



mi eoie pli^ficat Vif tties of ceiiaW'^^^ 

eicremelf diffieai!('>>W be ' prdCiitM, 
ali& otily kno1i^'1|t»' themrel\r6$. ''I 
turn tlrtadv ' ptoVM' in my I^ *^^t* 
Mc, ihat -tHB EgjrptkV^re A^W 
venter* ^ of Afeoldfey ^, ^pa'tho .Cir 
e« nx),^ tl^ DJfcij^le' oF-.thc^<5reiki 
iMncs^to iitni^tt^ it riihti^'ito '^' 
efaialdtMs of Affj^iafi^ '-yct^X'^^ 
youf «^hile tolikf Bc^ calij!Sb)iay;Vhls 
«ift>.Man'>b»f 'eilrri^ bitiaiblfj^' "-7!$^ 
CM^i^JT) " fay^' YiQ^^topihofi [otWi 
^om thiir Frdfiffid^ 'hmfrom il^eir Na- 
tutif hy dcWfiMt&ifer'&dthn of the Stiff 
ste tboii^kt' 't(y- have , finmfi k Ss'uftee, 
it^drjl^'it m^ be/'fofretold tp every 
'P'4ffdlt-t»b*t< may ba^»to bfm-f gnd t0 
vfi^^dttdition he U horn. The ^^i- 
iki- - hkemfei -. from '■ -t^e Anti^ity of 
Times t. Are betievH to bdvt bsd tbe ftmi 
Art for innmuertble Ages. 
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''^>l%idd»,'iKme3tAnisf^ Gentbtocabukllio- 
QfiMft^'-aakitaii 0bfh4dktbne ^denun Sdendani pu- 

tf^|HilHS6«>««^^ Esddem Artem 

^lim^SmV^^^ immincnbllibufi 



Sid^eafms of Heathenlfm. 8 < 

Lettef 

5. SINCE thus I have accounted HI. 
fbr Magick and judiciary Altrology^ l/VnJ 
I fhall^ before 1 go any further, add a 
word or two about Peoples looking 
up when they pray, believing Hea- 
ven to be over their Heads, and Hell 
under their Feet. I fhali likewife pro- 
duce the occafional Caufes.of Ghofts 
ind Speflers : for all thofe Things came 
froni the fame common Root with thef 
Origin of Idolatry, that is, from the 
Rites of the Antieats about dead Bo* 
dys. In the Letter about the Immoh 
tdlitj of the Soul Among the HeAthenij 
I explained to ypu by what Degreesf 
the People came to be perfuadcd. that 
there were Perfbns living in the Srars j 
and here Fll fho^v you how they ar- 
rivM to the fupreme Dignity of God- 
(hip: from which yoii'l eafily per- 
ceive that this iiurodiicM the Cuflom 
of Mens lifting up therr F/.c-, and ex- 
tending their Hynds to Htdven whert 
they pray, diicdling themfclves to the 
Gods whorn they beheld above thent^ 
From the fame Funeral Rites they be- 
lievM Hell to be under them, and tcf 
be the Manfion oF the Good and thei 

Bid^ tho diftinguifh'd tn their Placet 

6 sndl 
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Letter and Conditions ; becaufe all forts of Men 
III. were equally bury'd, and only a fmal*- 

'■^^vx; jer number deify'd, whom they thought 
to be above: whereas in theUniverfe, 
properly fpeaking, there is in reality 
neither Above nor Below, Right nor 
Left, Eaft, Weft, North, or South, 
thefe being only abftrafted Notions, de- 
noting the Relations of particular Bo- 
dys to one another, and their feveral 
Sicuations in refpeft of us. The Fan- 
cy of Ghoftsand Spefters proceeded in 
like manner from the Egyptian Mum- 
mys, thefe being fo long kept intire, 
not only in the Grots near Memphis, 
but alfb by many People in fine A- 
parimentsat home, and which (whe- 
ther preferving their Lineaments 
frefb, or becoming ghaftly with Time) 
cou'd naturally make frightful Impref- 
fions on Children, Strangers, and the 
ignorant Vulgar- Tho Humation, or 
the placing of the intire Corps under 
Ground, was the moft antient and uni- 
verfal manner of Burial, and that the 
Athenians are acknowledge to have 
learn'd it of the Egyptians, yet you 
know the Romans \yere accuftom'd to 
burn their dead Bodys ; and neverthe- 
lefs, as Cicero judicioufly remarks, 

they 
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they were nothing cur'd thereby of Lettef 
their Notions concerning Ghofts and Jjl, 
Specters, Humation having bin like, 
wife their firft Method of Burial. And 
fofrevAlent was Error ^ ' fays he, thdt 
tho they knew the Bodys were burnt^ jet 
they feigned fuch things to be tranfa^ei 
in the infer nd PUces^ which without Bo^ 
dys edn neither be done nor under fiocd: 
For as they tot^d not frame any Notion 
in their Minds of Souls living in a fe- 
fdrate State^ fo they fought out fome 
form or . Figure. Thence proceeded dd 
H o M £ rV Divination by the Dedd ; 
thence thofe necromdntick Rites which my 
Friend ApPi us us^d to perform ; thenei 

in our Neighbourhood the Ldke of Aver- 
nus, 

Whence Ghofts dre nightly rdiid^ and 
Gdtes of deepeft Hell 



' lancumque valuit Error — uc corpora cremata curti 

fcircnt, tamen ea rieri apud inferos fingefenc, qua: fine 

corpjribns ncc fieri poflenc nee intelligi. Animos c- 

tiim per Icipfbs viventcs non poteranc mentc complefti; 

Formam aliquam Ki^uramqae quarebant. tnde Homc- 

ri toca Ne^u/tf : inde ca qui* meiis amicus Appius Nc- 

'ltst(jutyriahcicbsit: inde in VicinianoAra AvefoiLacus, 

Unde Animx excitancur obfcuni umbra, aperco oAio 

Aici Acheroncis, falfo fauguine iinagines morcuoruin. 

6 t Ofttt 
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Letter 

III. Open to falfe BodySy Images of thr 
^^y^ Desd. 

6. THUS you fee, MADAM, 
how they took care to people HeH ; and 
the truth is, that the very Heaven of 
the Gentiles was wholly inhabited by 
Colonys from our Earth. Cicero 
in his firft ' TufcuUn Difputatio^^ bold* 
lyfays, Is ^of a& Heaven full of human 
Race ? If 1 [boud he at the fains of 
fearching among the Jntients^ and parti- 
cularly the Greek Writers^ thofe^ rvho are 
accounted the principal Gods J will he found 
to have removed from among tu into Hea- 
ven* Ask who fe are the Sepulchers they 
jhorvin Greece. Remember, feeing yon 
' are i?^itiated^ what U told at the Celehra- 
tion of the ^dJ fiery s ; and then you II un^ 
derjland how very far this Bufmefs reaches. 



' Tocum pene Coelum nonne humano Genere conv 
pletum t\\ ^ S\ vcro Ibrutari vcceraj & ex his ea qua? 
Scrii t:»res Graci prodidcrunc crucre coiier ^ ipfi illi, 
majorcs gentium Dii qui habencur, hinc a nobis profec- 
ti in Coelum repcricntur. Quare quorum demonftran- 
tur fcpulchra in Graecia. Reminifcere, quoniam cs ini- 
tiacus, quatraduntur Myfteriisj cum dcniquc quam 
hoc lace paceac incelliges* 

Nor 
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Nor was it at the Eleufinian Myflerys Letter 
only that fuch Difcoverys v\^re made, IJI. 
forthofeof the Egyptians adumbrated '^^'^^'^^ 
the Death of their deifyM King Os^l- 
R I s and his Queen I s i s ; to fpeak no- 
thing of the Syrian Rites in Honor of 
Adonis and other Deitys,which King 
David moft properly calls the Sacri- 
ficfs of the Dead. It is as true of all the pr^i. 106. 
Myfterys in general, what Cicero ^8- 
fays in another place of thole of Eleu- 
fis, Samothracia, and Lemno?, ' That 
being expUin^d^ and reduced to the Ex- 
aminAtion of Reafon^ the Nature of 
Things is better known thm that of thi 
Gods. EuH E M E R u s, an old Sicilian 
Poet and Philofophcr, wrote the Hifto- 
ryof Saturn, Jupiter, and tf^e 
reltof that fort, defcribing the Birth^ 
Country, Actions, and Buryal place of 
each; and, asPLUTA?vCH words ir, 
° He humanised the Gods^ not transform- 
ing but reducing thera to Men, fuch as 
ibey ' truly were before. Bur, not con- 



* Quibuscxplicatis, ad raxioncmque revocati?, rcrum 
magis natura cogaofcicur quam Deorum. De Nat. Den, 
lib. u 

* E^d'Smrtl^cH Ttt 5f /fit. 

' Ab Euhemcro autem & Morces & ScpiJtar.r dc- 
monftrancur Peorum. Cic de Nat. Deor. L i.' 

G 3 tent 
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letter tent thus to deify the Dead, they af- 

HI. flgnM tbetp the lame Inclinations and 

vryv Offices which they had before on 

l^arth^ and^^ as Virgin fings of his 

Warriors, 

J ' The f^me Dilight tbeji took dlive 

in Arms^ 
To courfe in Chariots^ or bretd [lately 

Horfesy 
With equal Care imflojs their Ghofis 

bdow. 



\ 
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So He^iqp, very pertinently to oqr 
purpofe, reprefents the happy Inhabi- 
tants of the Golden Age like the mofl: 
antient Princes, injoying their fornier 
Power above, and as being the Diftri- 
buters of Riches and Honors here on 

* • 

I Thefe by great J o y e's Decree novf 
t>amo/fs are, 

Ce- 



--Qux gratia cummm, 



Armorumqaefuit tivis, qusecura nicences 
K Fafcere equos, eadem fequitur teUurc repoflos. 

^ - i.6. 
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Celefiidl, Good^ Guardians of mortal Letter 

Men, III. 

Obferving aB their juji or wicked '^ 
Dieds^ 

B^ing clothed with Air, and wandring 
o\r the Earth, 

They Wealth and Honors to their 

Favorites give ; 
,For fiill their kingly Office they re- 
tain. 

From the fame Spring the old Ethi- 
opians, as we learn from Strabo, 
' believed their Benefactors and Perfons 
of rojal Ejctra£l to be Gods, and, no 
doubr, to benefit and proteft them ftill 
from above, as they formerly Ui'd to do 
below. 

7. I DON'T pretend, MADAM, 
that thefe falle Notions of the Heathens 
about the Dead were theonly Rife of Ido- 
latry ; but I maintain it was thefirft, the 



Oper. & Dies. 

G 4 mofl: 
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Letter mofl: natural, the moft univerGiT^ anc) 
lit wliat gave occafion to all the reft. The 
\fame cxceffiy?Rei'pe£l was transfer-d by 
degrees to oiher things, both -as being 
fheGifrsof theGods, andfor rhdrown 
innate.Excellency . ' There are many other 
Natures of the Gcdjy fays Cicero, 
(9iot without reafan^ becaufe of the if 
great Benefits) infiituted and nam^d b} 
the'mfefi Men of Greece^ and bj our 
Anc eft or s : for whatever cot^d bring great 
profit to Mankind^ that thing they thougtit 
Qo^d not be made without the Divine Boun- 
ty towards Men. But they did not re- 
ilrain this Notion to thofe ufeful things 
without us, nor to the celeftial Bodys ; 
tbey alfo extended the like Privilege 
rothe Difpofitions of the Mind, to its 
Facultys, and Virtues: for, according 
to the fame Cicero, • The thing it 
feify in which there is any great tp.orth, is 

fo 



■ • 

§ 



' Mulca; autem alix naturae Deorum ex magnis Bene- 
fini.^ corum, non (ioecaufa, 8ca Grxcix fapienciiTimis 
& nujoribus noilris conftitutx nominatieque' font: 
tquiccuid enim magnam ntilitacem generi aSerret hu- 
'mano, id non fine divina Bonicate ei^a Homines' fieri 
ktbicrabantur. Dt Nat. Deor. L 2. 

* Turn autem res ipfa in qi»k Tis inefl nutjor aKqua 
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fo terff^d by tbem^ that even this very Letter 
fVorth is calPd 4 Gody as Fidelity^ the III. * 
Mind^ he. And lb Virtue, Honor, ^>'Wl 
Safety, Concord, Chatticy, Liberty, 
Viftory, Clemency, Piety," and fuch . 
like, were deifyM ; in all which things^ 
adds he, ' hecaufe there tvas fo great a 
Worth that it could not be mana^d without 
God^ the Thing it felf has obtained the 
name of a God^ of which kind the rvords 
dupid and DeJirCy Venus and Love^ 
4re confecrated. Without queftion, 
when wile and good Men perceivM 
that the People wouM needs have a 
plurality of Gods, and Temples dedi- 
cated to them, they, to comply with 
their WeakneG, and at the (ame time > 
to bring 'em as much as they cou'd to 
better and nobler Thoughts, deifyM 
fuch Things. Hence may be perceivM 
how fo many Things came to be deify'd, 
which have no perfonal Form or Ex- 
iftence, and are nothing elfe but mere 



fie ippcllacur, utca iplkvis nominccur Deus, ut Fides, 
Ut Mens, &c. Ibid. 

' Quarum omnium rcrum quia vis cnt tanta ut fine 
Deo rcgi non poffet, ipfa res Deorum nomen obtinuic, 
quo ex gencre Cupidinis & VoJuntatis, & lubcntinas 
Veneris vocabula confecrata func. Ibid. 

, Propertysa 
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Letter Propertys, Modes, or Accideht$* This 
IIL made Cicero appoint in his Laws 
(a matter pra61is'd in Rome befQte) 
that tbofe; things fliou'd be reputed 
Gods, ' foV the fake of which Mm wm 
admitted to afcend into HeAven^^-^ ^Tii 
weUdone^ fays he, that the Mind, Piety, 
Virtue, Faith, are confecrated, of aS 
which the Temples are fnblickly dedicated 
M Rome ; thit thofe tvho have them 
(and all good Men have them J may 
think that the Gods themfelves are flacjL 
in their Minds. 

. 8. BUT as the Superftitious pervert 
every thing in Heaven and £arth, fb 
they faifd not to do in this cafe, confe* 
crating the moft vitious and abominable 
things, for which our Author juflly 
reprehends them. ^The Athenians 
were blefs^d with a couple of fine God- 
defTes, Contumely and Impudence ; the 
Romans had Pear and Hope, Palenefs 



' Propter qux datur homini afcenfus in C(£lun».^i*— 
Ecnc vcro quod Mens, Wetas, Virtus, Fides, confc- 
crancurmanu, quafum omnium Romx dedicata publice 
Templa lunc : uc iUa qui habeant ^habent ancen om- 
iie» boni) .Deosipibs in Animi5 fius cojlocato^ puccnt, 

ancj 
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and Trembling. The deftruftive Fcr Letter 
ver had an Altar ; and there was ani ID. 
endlefs rabble of Gods prefiding over 
the fouleft Diftempers, and even over 
AQlons very barbarous and obfcene. 
The Egyptians, befides the WorCbip of 
the celeilial Gods, or of the Stars and 
Planets, had withal a fymbolical Wor- 
Ihipon Earth, attributing Divine Vir- 
tues and paying a religious Refpeft to 
almoft all forts of Animals and Plants, 
not excepting the moft vile and con- 
temptible. Yet all parts of Egypt did 
not reverence the fame Species. The 
Reafbns they alledg'd in their own 
Juftification,^ were either the Ufefulneft 
of thcle things, or that the (evcral 
Deitys manifefted their particular Pow- 
ers more in one Species than in another, 
or they pretended to fbme Allegory 
drawn from Morality or Natural Phi- 
lofophy. ' In their Sacred Rites, fays 
Plut Arch, there's nothing appointed 
that^s unreafonable (gs fame imagine) or 
fabulous J or from Super fiition) but fome 

things 
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Letter things hdving moral and ufeful Caufes^ 
IIL dnd_ others not beings void of fame hifio- 
rical or philofofhical ElegMce. Agree- 
able - to which C.I c E K o (ays, chat 
the very Egyptians^ ' rpho are fo fnneb 
laught at J have not confeerated any Beaft^ 
but for fame Advantage that they dretf 
from it. This fymbolical Theology 
made (everal learned Men believe that 
all the other parts of the Heathen Re- 
ligions might and ought to be fo ex- 
plain'dy which I (hall prove to be a 
great miftake before I have done. The 
Egyptians indeed carry'd it farther than 
all others : for they did not only wor- 
ihip the Bird Ibis, Hawks,, Cats, Dogs, 
Crocodiles, Sea-hor(cs, Goats, Bulls, 
Cows, Onions, Garlick,and what not? 
but ' they worjbift a Man in the Town of 
AnubiSj in which they facrific^d to him^ 
and burnt the f acred jiuff on the Altars. 



&0firide. 

' Jpfitlli, qui irridcnair, .-^gyptii, nullam Belluam, 
ni(i obaliquam utilicatem quam exea caperen^, con- 
ftpravcrunt. De Nat. Deor. /. i . 

-.;"■■' ■■"" "'■ ' they' 
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They are the words of Porphyry. LettrT 

III. 

9. IN other Countrys (bme paid a 

philofophical Worfhip to the four Ele- 
mcDtSj and certain parts of the human 
Body. Other Citys as well as that of 
Rome were elevated to the high Dig- 
nity of Goddeffes. And many for fear 
of offending by miftake erefked Altars 
to ' unknown Gods. The Romans 
frankly naturalizM thofe of all other 
Nations, falling down before fuch De- 
itys as cou'd not protect their antienc 
Votarys from the Power of their Arms : 
yet this was rather a politick Liberty 
of Confcience, than the EfFefts of any 
real Devotion. Now from all this it is 
very evident^ not only that the Gods did 
infinitely exceed Mankind in number 
as well as in dignity ; but that, tho 
Superftition couM be kept within no 
bounds, yet all Idolatry had its Original 
from mens Notions and Adions about 
dead Bodys. But no Abfurdity feems 
greater to me than to find Divinity at- 
tributed to Chance, which is direQly 



' Diog. Laerc« ia Epimenide, FaujGuu in Attic. & 
Lucian. inPhilopat. 

oppodte 
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Letter oppofite to all Order, Intelligence, and 
Ilf. Defign: and, nevertheleft, under the 
^ '^ ' name of Fortune it had its proper Tem- 
ples, one dedicated to good, and another 
to bad Fortune ; at the fame time re- 
ceiving Divine Worfhip, and the moft 
opprobrious Epithets of blind, various, 
inconftant, truetothe worft, and a jilc 
to the beft. Thefc things, as in the 
Sequel will appear, were introduced and 
invented at (econd hand ; but all occa-^ 
fionM and grounded on the Worfhip of 
the Dead. 

lo. I A M far from defigning to 
bring all the Arguments I cou^d to 
demonftrate my Opinion about the Ori^ 
gin of IdoUtry^ yet I cannot forbear 
producing one "Example, which (hows 
the utmoB: Extravagance of human 
Nature. Tho the generality of ChriC- 
tians have almoft made a Martyr of 
Socrates as dying for the Belief 
of one God, and that the Heathens will 
have his guilt to have bin for intro- 
ducing other Gods than the State al* 
-lowM, yet both thefe Aflertions are 
falfe ; for to his death he adhered to the 
Worfhip of his Country, being of opi- 
nion that no private Perfon ought to 

feparate 
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feparate from the publick EftabliCh- Letter 
ment ; and cho he mighc believe but III. 
one God, yet this was none of the ^>WI 
Crimes objeiSed to him by his Accufers 
or his Judges. However, confidering 
the Sentiments of ail Men about him> 
it feems (carce credible that this Father 
of good Manners, this Prince of Philo- 
fopbers, and ableft Phyfician of the 
Alind, (houM have divine Honors paid 
to himfelf after his death, that he Oiou'd 
have a Temple and a Fountain dedi- 
cated to his Name. We read, it's truc^ 
that the Athenians, repenting of their 
injufl Sentence, and to acknowledg his 
exemplary worth, ereQed a Statue to 
perpetuate his Memory : and we know 
(what is very natural) that his Admirers 
celebrated his Birth-day, and wore the Fi* 
gureof his Head about them on Gems in 
their Rings or Seals. But this Veneration 
at laft was carry'd to religious Worfhip. 
For Marin us, the Difciple and 
Succeflbr of Proclus at Athens, 
who wrote his Matter's Life, and who 
rpeaks of a thing he knew as well as I 
do to what Saint my Parifh-Church is 
dedicated : Marinus, I (ay, rela- 
ting the happy Prelages of P r o c l u s's 

fuGceeding in the PlatonickSchoo), (ays^ 

that 
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Letter that ' as he arrived at the Pirdttm, N i- 
3**;^ ^ c o L A s, who afterwards grew famous iri 
^ the Jrt of Declamation^ but ftudyd theH 
under the Profejfors at Athens^ went 
down to the Port as to one of his At- 
fftaintance^ to receive and lodg him as 
his Countryman ; for Nicolas was 
likewife a Ljcian^ and fo he conduced 
him into the City. Bfft (Proclus) 
finding himfelf weary after his Voyage^ 
fat down by the way in the Chappel of 
Socrates ( when as yet he neither 
knew nor had heard that Socrates 
was honored in any place thereabottts) 
and prayed Nicolas that he wou^d 
likewife fit down a little^ and^ if he cot^d 
any where^ to help him to fome Water. 
The other obeying him^ ordered fome to be 

brought 



fcv i^iv Tnt'.^cti'v,^ crn T') CDd-^xy) ycvo^zvof, ifvtiuti!\(t 
KaA^i'^aTfr-.c-utV c}<, ToKilm- Avkjo> ya^ kai o N/)coA«to<. 

H>*K up cw]oV i'Tn ThV TOMV^ 'O Ji €« T6 ^tti^{9 
XA'TT^ ifd-ijo X-x]a THV 'oJbVy KAt cfe 70 ^OK^sU^OVt ^TTta 

^neJLcn^t : kxi yap e/>4j To^J^f of thiywy Kaluga* 
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itbught immididtefy^ and that from ho Letted 
other pidcff t^t from thut fame confecra- HI. 
ttd Ground : for the Fount din of S o- U^W) 
CratesV Stdtue TPds not fdt froni 
thence. Notv^ ds he wMs drinking^ Ni- 
colas, who thought of it only jufi 
then, /did to him, this is a good Ome» 
thdt you hd^e fdt in the Temple of S o- 
c R A T £ s, dnd thdt there you drunk the 
ffrft Attit Water. Then Proclus^ 
'v! fifing up and fPorfiipping, proceeded on 
his wdy to the City. Here you have an 
Example in all Forms how the Vene^ 
ration of dead Men becomes exceifivc 
in time ; and I have chofen ro relate it 
thus at lengthy becaufe it was mod 
unlikely to happen to Socrates, 
tho more deferving it than any 
other. 

Hi I SHOULD never have done, 
SERENA, if I wou'd confirm my 
Opinion by all the Auchoricys I couM 



n^mst ^'Jnw mhivmrofdnTQ* Marin, in via Frocli, 
Cap, 10, Edic. toocL 

H produce- 
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i' Letter ptoduce. Whoever is coov^lant in the 

^ IIL Learoing of the AmieaUi^ aoci coo« 

"^ t>vv;j[|ders the Accounts thejr have left us of 

their own Original as well as that of 
other Nations^ what they have parti- 
cularly written of their Gods, and the 
Reafbns of their Deification, can have 
<|^ 00 doubts remaining concerning this 

matter. But 'tis ob&rvable, that ac« 

cording to the degrees of Improvement 

o ^°y Nation made in Politenefi, Lite-^ 

rature, or Government, the k& they 
were addidcd to this impious* Humoc 
of God*making. To give an Inftance 
hereof, the Romans deify 'd Romu- 
lus cheir firft King and Founder ; bur, 
during thol& many hundred Years their 
Commonwealth &bfifted, they did not 
confecrate one Mortal, tho for Virtue, 
Knowledg, and Valor, they were fur* 
niihM with more defer ving Examples 
than all the World befides. And yet 
as (bon as ever their free Republick was 
turned into abfblute Monarchy, the 
greateft part of the fir ft Emperors 
were deify 'd ; both Julius Cje*- 
SAR the Subverter of their Liberty, 
and the moft cruel, leqd, or foolilh qF 
the (ucceeding Tyrants, with {bnae of 
their Wives, ReIation5> and Bu^rites ;; 

lautatidg 
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imitating herein the Cuftom of Kings Letter 
among the Barbarians, who by fuch IIL 
Artifices kept their Subjefts in per- ' ^^ 
petual Slavery, as not daring to rebel 
againft the Gods, or thole that were 
in Eledion to become fuch* There's 
nothing better known in Hiftory, than 
that Princes had Divine Honors paid 
*em after Death by the Egyptians, Al^ 
fyrians, the moil ancient Greeks, and 
other Nations. Their Queens alio, 
their Brothers, Sifters, and other Kin- 
dred, were made Gods and GoddefTes ; 
and it was always the Intereft of the 
fucceeding Monarch, to keep up this 
extraordinary Notion of his Race. 
Nay Divine Worfhip was ofFer'd to 
many others during their Lives, as well 
as to Augustus. Plutarch, 
to whom I might add feveral mor« 
Authors, relates that Aktabanus, 
a Perfian Lord, faid to Themisto 
CL£S, then a Fugitive in that Court, 
' Of the many and good Laws which wi 
havcy this is the moH excellent ^ to honor 



■to^ 



MFtf ^eit* in Themiltode^ 
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letter the Kjffgy mcL to worfhip the Image of 
lyL God. Nobody is ignorant how lacred 
the Ottoman Race is cfteem'd ; tho this, 
as we fee, cannot always preferve 'em 
from the Fury of their infolent Guards 
or of their injured SubjeQs. The Di- 
vine Right claimed of late by fomc 
Chridian Kings, and the unrefervM 
and paflive Obedience pretended by 
their flattering Clergy to be due to 
them, if not a better Expedient to fup- 
port Tyranny than that of the Hea- 
thens, yet they were unqucftionably 
intended for the fame end and purpofe. 
But the wifer Men grew, the left they 
teliev'd of thefe things; on the con- 
trary the more narrowly they watch'd 
their Princes, the more jealous they be- 
came of their Liberty and Privileges. 
Religion and Reafon are hated Ob- 
ilacles to Superflition and Error ; and 
Cicero remarks that Ibme Ora- 
cles ceasM to give Refponfes in bis 
time, becaule People were grown Ie(s 
credulous. 

12. HAVING* hitherto explain^ 
and eftablifhM the Origin of Idolatry, 
I (hall now^ MADAM^ conformably 
to tfcefe Principles, aifiga the Rcalbns 

of 
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of the Heathen Rites, if you'I allow Letter 
any Reafbn to be given for Pra£bices in IIL 
many cafes very abfurd and extrava- 
ganr. Men thinking to pleafe their 
God (whoever he was among (b many) 
as they were wont to do while a Prince 
on Earth, erefted magnificent Tem- 
ples or Palnces, and on fumptuous 
Tables or Altars they made Feafts or 
Sacrifices to him ; imagining that he 
and his Court (principally composed of 
their deceased Heroes) did feed on the 
Blood and Fumes of flaughter'd Ani- 
mals, and delight their celefiidl NoP- 
trils with fnuffing up the Fragrancy of 
Incenfe, as they did their facred Eyes 
with Pomp and Shows. All the At- 
tendance was futable to their State and 
Dignity when living. Solemn Times 
or Holy-days were fee apart from ordi- 
nary Labor for the Celebration of the 
Feaft ; and thofe, whom afterwards 
they calPd their Prietts (whofe bufinels 
was to order the Feaft, to ferve the 
Company, and to repeat a Panegyrick 
in Commemoration of the deifyM Mor- 
tal) were clad in fplendid Garments^ 
and endow'd with (everal commodious 
Privileges, as the Servants of Princes 
always arc : but the chiefeft at the be- 
ll J ginning 
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Letter ginning were an Exemption from 
III. every other Duty to the Publick, and 
plentiful Salarys aflignM for their 
Livelihood. There was likewife at 
thefe Feafls, good ftore of Mufick, 
Dancing, Perfuming, Illuminations, 
Bowings, Cringings, Proftrations, and 
every thing befides that is ufiially im- 
ploy'd to gratify the Senfes of the mod 
vain or licentious Prince; but cou'd 
never be thought acceptable to any Di- 
vine Being, without placing the Origin 
of Idolatry in the Worfhip of the Dead, 
which makes fuch Worfhip and Cere- 
nionys very accountable. 

I J. AS they did with theMinifters 
of their Princes, lb they muft make an 
Intereft both with the Courtiers in Hea- 
ven and with the Priefts on Earth; not 
only bribing them for their Interceflion, 
but if they wou'd not favor, atleaft not 
to oppofe their Petitions : for they were 
commonly of diflFerent Faftions above 
as well as below. But you muft under- 
ftand that the Power of thefe Courtiers 
was of no fmall moment, the Govern- 
ment and Proteftion of all Regions and 
Citys, particularly of thofe where they 
liv^d or governed themfelves, being difc 

tributed 



and ^eifons of Heathmfm. i o J 

tribueed among 'em. There was nei* Letter 
ther Tree nor Plant ; nor Beaft, Filh, III. 
or Fowl ; nor River^ Fountain, nor Hill ; 
nor almoft any other Creature, but was 
the fpecial Care and Delight of one or 
other of them, and frequently calPd 
after their Names, as in their Life-tim& 
they happenM to u(e, or love, or admire 
them. This immediate DireQion they 
were thought to have on the Things 
now mentioned, as well as over the Dif- 
eafes of the Body and the Faflionsof the 
Mind, gave a Reputation and Authori- 
ty to their pretended Miracles, Appari- 
tions, Divinations, Oracles, and all 
other Arts of the Cunning, to drain the 
Pockets of the Credulous. 

14. A S for the Sanfluarys and the (e- 
cret Arks kept in them, with their many 
myfterious Doings, their Expiations, 
Purifications, and other ridiculous, pro- 
fane, or cruel Ceremonys, and all very 
burdenfbm; thefe, I fay, were at the 
beginning fymbolical, reprefenting the 
true Hiftory of the Gods while living 
on Earth, exhibiting the Reafbns of 
their Deification, and the Arks in parti* 
cular containing the Emblems, Marks, 
or Tokens of the whole Faft, as all a- 

H 4 gree 
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Letter gree who have look'd into the Heathen 
III. Myfterys. But thefe things were after- 
wards oianagM by the Friefis (6 as to 
make their imaginM Intimacy with 
Heaven more valuM, and to get Re- 
venues (ettled on themfelves, proporti- 
onable to the Laboriou(hefs and Impori- 
tance of the Service in which they were 
engaged. Nor did the Muhitude of 
the Rites ferve a little to amufe and di- 
ftraft the Vulgar from rcfleSing on i 
matters with more confideration, their 
whole Time being almoft employed a- 
bout them: befides that they mufl: 
needs entertain a high Opinion of them, 
who cou'd affix Sandity to Times, Pla- 
ces, andPeribns, and to fuch things as 
were either indifferent in their own Na- 
tures, orfeem'd the fartheft imaginable 
from being religious. Moreover, there 
was not wanting fometimes a mutual * 
Compaft between the Prince and the 
Prieft, whereby the former oblig'd him- 
(elt to (ecure all thefe Advantages to the 
latter, if he in return would preach up 
*hisab(blute Power over the People, on 
whofe well-meaning Under (landings he 
cou'dmake what Impreffions he pleased 
at any time. 

IS. TO 
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15, TO the Authority of Princes IIL 
they added their own Inventions about 
Hell (as I fhow'd before in this Letter^ 
and alio in the laft I (ent you) not con- 
tenting themfelves to terrify Men with 
Ice and Flames, deep Mire and Dark* 
^nefsy ^they added Vultures, Rolling- 
Stones, Wheels, and Chains; Hydras^ 
Centaurs, Harpies, Chimeras, Sphyn* 
xes, Gorgons, Dragons, and a World of 
other Monfters, the Executioners of 
the Princes Tyranny. They told 'em 
al(b of Ghofts and Speders, Viflons 
and Voices, amazing the Vulgar with 
the tremendous Sounds of Tartarus, 
Erebus, the black and roaring Waues 
of 

Stjx, Acheron^ 'PhUgethony Lethe, C(h 
cytfis, Avernta ; 

with the hideous barking of triple- 
headed Cerberus, the dogged Sul- 
Ipnnefsof Charon the Ferryman: 
but the inexorable Furys, A l £ c t o^ 
TisiPHOKE, and M £ g i£ r a, were 
more dreaded by far than Pluto or 
Proserpina, tho Sovereign Go* 
vernors over thofe infernal Kegions. 

From 



ie6 TU Origin (f Mltty^ 

Letter Prom whatlfaid before about theQrt* 
ED. gin of Ghofts and Allrology, you may 
"^^^bcfure they were addidol to ail man* 
nerof Divination andMagick, fiidias 
"Augurys and Aufpicys, • Extifpicys, 
f NecrooMncy and Necyomancy, « Py« 
romancy,^ * Pfycbomancy, ^. Nepbelch 
nancy^ ^Hydromancy, ' CapnoAiancy^ 
,^ Sortileges, witb other number lefs 
and fuperftitious Vanity s, which are 
continuM in moft parts of the World 
to this very Time, and which may be 
found defcrib^d at large in V a k d A l e. 
We may imagin, from the fame Reafbns, 
that they abounded with Witches> Sor- 
cerers, and Fortune-tellers^ who, by vir- 
tue of a Covenant or '"* Compad with 
the Demons, by their Knowledg of the 



,^ • Dmnmg hy Birds and Signs. * By the Entrals of 
Animals. ' By the Dead ondGkofts. ♦ By Fhe. » By 
Souls. * By the Clouds. ' By Water. ' By Smak. 
» By Lots^ whether in Faffages if Booths orotherwifi. 

, f * Quis hbor hie fuperis, Cancus Hcrbafque fequendi 
Sperocndio^ Timor ? CA)tis Commercia PACTI 
(^ ObfttiAos liabuero Deos ^ RurerenecdTeeft, 
An yxm I Igoou ammm piecace moreacur, 
,^ An cadcisvaiuere minis? Hoc Juris in omnes 
' Eftilfisfnperos? AnhsriKnthccGnrminaceftmii 
'^ •. Imperiafii tkxmi^ qoi Mundom cogqre, oaicqwd 
Cogicur ip&9 poteft ? Lucan. FoarfaL L 6^_ 

r. Stars, 



and ^afons of ^eathenlfml 1 07 

Stars, and by the occult Quatitys of Letter 
certain Herbs, Stones, barbarous Words, III. 
and Charms, and by pricking, or melt- 
ing, or burying the Images of the Par- 
tys concern^, pretended to make the 
Gods appear, and to raife the Ghofts of 
the Dead; to darken the Sun and 
Moon, and make the Planets more 
backward, nay to bring down the Stars 
from the Firmament; to transform 
themfelves and others into various 
Shapes ; to afHi£): whom they pleas'd 
with Diftempers ; procure tx)ve or 
Hatred; foretel future Events; difco- 
ver hidden Treafures ; fpirit away Peo^ 
pies Corn, or Milk, or other Goods ; 
change little Children in their Cradles ; 
and a thoufand more fuch Pranks, tedi- 
ous to relate, and impoffible for think- 
ing Men to believe. But what the 
Learned and the Prudent thought of all 
thefe Pretenders to extraordinary Know- 
ledg, old Ennius will frankly tell 
you in his rugged Meafures. 

' / value not one rujb a Marjian Ju* 

Nor 



* Non habeo denique nauci Marfum Augurem, 

Non 
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Letter Nor Country Fortuaetellers, nor 

IIJ. Tojfn Star-gazxrs, 

L.^V"^J A'"'' ?«£^'»?-G;;»/?M, //or yet Dream- 

In'terfreters •• 
For not by Skill or Art are thrfe Di- 
viners ; 
, But faperfiitioM Prophets, Gaejfers 

impudent, 
Or idle Rogues, or eraz^dy or mere 

fitrving Beggars. 
They know no way themfelves, yet 

others would direB i 
Jnd crave a Groat of thofe, to whom 

they prom tfe Riches, 
Thence let Vff* take the Groat, and 
give back all the refl. 

We may add here the fabulous Storys 
of the Heathens (much like our modern 
Talcs of Fairys) concerning their Syl- 
vans. Fauns and Sityrs ; their Larvx 



Non vicanos Arufpiccs, non dc circo AdrologOE, 
Nod IfucosConjettores, non InteTprecci Sonmiuin : 
Non cnim iuw ii auc Ideniia aut arce Divini, 
Scd fiiperfticioii Vaccs, impudcnrefq; Harioli, 
Aut inercn, auc tafani, amquibus EgeOas iiapcrat} 
Qui fibi fcmitam non Ikpiunt, alteri monfirani: viani, 
(^ibus divitias polliceDturab iis Drachnum ipfi petunc, 
De his diviciis llbi ileducaai Drachnum, reddmt 
cztera. Cic. de Divinat. Hi- 1 ■ 

and 
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and Lemures ; their Nymphs of the Letter 
Seas, Rivers, Fountains, Hills, and III. 
Woods, ftich as the Nereids, Naiads, 
Dryads, Hamadryads, Oreads, and if 
there be any more like to thefe^ only fit 
to icare Women and Children. 

16. LET'S now return, if you 
pleafe, to the higher Powers ; for as in 
Life fo after Death they were of (everal 
Orders, Gods of the upper, and Gods 
of the lower Form, the ' Nobility and 
* Commons, as alfo ^ intermediate, in- 
ferior, and vagabond Daemons (origi< 
nally from the Suppofition of departed 
Souls) who had no certain Habitation, 
but wander'd in the Air, and were con* 
ftantly ient on Errands, either to carry 
the Prayers of Men to their Superiors, 
or to acquaint the World with the 
Wrath or Favor of the Gods, where- 
of they were commonly thought to be 
the Minifters and Executioners, for 
thofe Princes had their Armys in Hea- 
ven as well as on Earth* But as the 



* Diiimiorum Gentium. 

* Dii minorum Gentium. 

* Oii medioKumi, &c. 

Hea- 
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Letter Heathens fent the beft of their Gods to 
IIL Heaven, fo they recalPd 'em again at 
their Pleafure, confining their Prefencc 
to fome fmall Chappel, or to the poor 
Idol within that: for they imagined 
that many of them liv'd in Tombs or 
wandered in the Air, before they helpM 
'em to thofe Accommodations, where 
theDefires of their Petitioners were 
more agreeably heard than in any other 
place. They often fell down before 
the Work of their own Hands, which, 
had it Life or Refiedlion, ought rather 
to worfhip them from >^hore Skill all 
its Excellency had bin derived : but the 
wiCer Mice, Swallows, and Spiders made 
very bold with their Statues, notwith* 
ftanding the virtue of Confecration, 
while filly Men were forced themfelves 
to protefl: what they fear'd and ador'd. 
Thefe very Statues are an Argument of 
their human Figure and Original, and 
we know the refpeG: that was paid to 
the Statues, even of living Princes. 
Their Shrines were often vifitedby the 
mod ignorant and devout, who alio 
hung the Temples round with Offerings 
and rich Prelents, confulted the Oracles 
in all dubious Events, bound them- 
fclves by Vows in their Diftrcfs, bclicvM 

their 
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their very Dreams to be divinely Letter 
infpir'd, and made their Religion in III. 
every refpefb as troublefbm to others as 
to themfelves. From what they prac* 
tisM on Earth, there was tiot a darling 
Paffion or Game of their great Men 
(fuch as drinking, wenching, or hunt- 
ing) but the like were akribM to the 
Gods. Wherefore we often read of 
their Amours, Marriages, Rapes and 
Adulterys; their Dififenfions, Revel- 
lings, Qyarrels, and Wounds; their 
Revenges and Thefts ; their Com* 
plaints and manifold Diftrefles, being 
Ibmetimes exposed, at other times im- 
prifbn'd, and once fairly beaten out of 
their Cittadel in Heaven by the Giants, 
to feekina pitiful manner for (belter 
on Earth ; all which things demonftrate 
their Earthly Original. We need not 
wonder after this to find, that they are 
always repreiented in the State wherein 
they dy'd, and with all the diftinguifli- 
ing Marks in which they liv'd. Thus 
are (bme of ^em ever old, and others e- 
ver young ; Pareats, Children, and Re* 
lations ; Tome lame and blind, of diffe- 
rent Colours and Appetites ; ibme clo- 
ven-footed (whence the preient vulgar 
notion of the Devil) fome furni&d 

with 
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l^OtfCl^ with Wings, or arm*d with Swords^' 
Ilf A ' Spears, Rdtnets, Clubs, Porks and 

^^^^*^ Bows ; or drawn in tHeir Chariot*' by ■ 
-Lions, Tygdrs, Horfes, Sea-cal^, Pea*' 
cocks, and t)oves. Now all thefe ' 
things were ^rtly borrow'd from chdr ' 
tnie Hiftory, and are partly allegorical* ' 
poetical^ and fabulous Difguifes of what 
IS no longer perfedly known nor under- 
flood. 

•" 17. iENOMAUS, BuHEME- 
nus^ Laci AK> and iQany other Per« 
fens who made ufe of their Rea-^ 
fon^ did fearlefly mock the Deitys for 
being naturalized of this or that Place, 
wherd they exeicis'd every one the 
Trade wherein he exceird/ Thus 
Apollo had an Office of Intelligence^ 
and told Fortunes at Delphos ; E s c u« 
t A PI a s (ec up an Apothecary's Shop 
at Pergamus ; Venus kept a noted 
Baudyboufe at Paphos; Vulcan 
had a Blackfmiths Forge in Lemnosj 
ibme were Mid wives, (bme Huntreifesi 
and ali of them rraffickM where they 
couM: for ^ they us'd, like us Mortal^ 
(uch as they had formerly bin, \i^iien 
they did not thrive in one place, to re* 
move into ibme other itiore^cofivenient- 
T for 



y 



and ^afons of FJeathenifm. 1 1 j 

for their Bufinefs. As all Events were Letter 
believ'd to be the Efte&s of their Love IIL 
or Difpleafure, fb Men found out fe- VW> 
vcral Methods to thank or appeafe 
them ; and particularly gave 'em (by 
way of acknowledgment *for the rett^ 
theFirft-Fruitsofall Produdionj, whe- 
ther of Animals or Vegetables, with 
Tythes and other Offerings which they 
were bound to pay to their Living 
Princes. Nor was there any thing aP 
mod that came amifs in their Sacrifices ; 
for what was the averlion of one provM 
the delight of another, and fome of 
em would be content with nothing un- 
der human Vidims, an Argument of 
their bloody DifpoHtioa in this World. 
We often find them highly relenting the 
Affront (as Princes and Great Men u(e 
to do) when their Altars were neglec- 
ted, efpecially if the People feafted othcj* 
Gods ; and Men have not leis frequent* 
ly in their Turns reproach^ the Divine 
Powers with Ingratitude, and even out- 
raged their Statues (being fometimes in* 
clin'd to Rebellion) when they thought 
themfelves not fufficiently requited tot 
the rich Prefents or Bribes which they 

gave tbemi 

, . « 

I j8, BtJT 
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III. 1 8. B UT tho the moce learned and 
virtuous had many times better Noti- 
ons of Things, yet we find the Senti- 
,mcnts of fome of ^em mighty flu£i:ua- 
ting and obfcure, principally occafionM 
by the Perfecution that was fure to at- 
tend the Truth, or any attempt towards 
a general Reformation, witnefs the 
Peath of Socrates. We may ob- 
ferve from ' Plutarch, that the 
true Reafon why the Theory of the 
Stars and Planets was fo little, or at leaft 
not (b generally known, was, that the 
common People wouM never endure to 
hear thofe things made fubjeft to a Phi- 
lofophical Exaniination, or explained by 
the ordinary Laws of Nature, by in* 
voluntary Caufes, and blind Facultys, 
while they held ^em to be intelligent, 
eternal, and immortal Gods. And 
therefore when Anaxago|ias dif* 
covered that the Moon had but a bor- 



,*•—. 
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rowM Light from the Sun, and fb gave Letter 
the Reafonsof its Wax and Wane, fuch IIL 
a DoQrine durfl: not be made publick/^ 
but was (ecretly-communicated to ver^ 
few, and even to them under a Promi^ 
of Fidelity. . Indeed a great many emi* 
nent Perfbns in Europe and Ada, both 
underftood themfelves the Origin of the 
Religions commonly received, and 
(bmetimes have dar'd to difcover their 
Vanity, Infufiiciencyy and Impofture 
to others. But fuch as at any time 
thus afTerted the Unity of the Deity^ 
and exposM Superftition^ we ought not 
to reckon for Heathens, by which Ex* 
preffion is properly underftood Idolaters 
who believe a plurality of Gods, and 
that pretend to have particular Revela- 
tions from them, with feveral ibrts of 
Rites inftituted to their Honor as they 
were thought to aft in diftinft Provin- 
ces, or el(e to commemorate their par- 
ticular Aftions. The Jews (who 
thought all the People of the World, 
but themfelves, (o be of this kind) ufu- 
ally calPd 'em the Nations, from the 
Greek whereof we have the word Hea» 
thens, and Gentiles from the Latin. 
All thofe therefore who had Penetration 
coougb CO dilcover^ and Courage to op* 

I 2 pole 
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Letter pofe the Folly or Craft of this Theologj^^ 
IIL were calPd and reputed Atheifts, and 
Created as fuch by the Multitude at the 
Inftigation of the Priefts. Several Per^ 
ions, efpeciaily among the Pbilofbphers, 
were fin'd and imprifonM, fome wer^ 
(ent into Exile, others judicially ienr 
tencM to Deaths many torn in pieces by 
the Rabble, aod all of them conftantly 
branded with Impiety for disbelieving 
the Myfterys, or expofing the Holy 
Cheats of theirTimes. But no thanks 
are due to the Heathen Priefts, that 
fewer Inftances of this kind occur, a- 
mong them than the Chriftians: for, 
befidesthat moftof the Heathen Priefts 
difFcrM little from Civil Magiftrates, 
and that many of them did not conti^ 
nue in their OfBce for Life, they were 
like wife in per fed: fubjeflion to the 
State : whereas the Chriftian Priefts (ex- 
cept in a very few Proteftant Countrys) 
overtop the Government, and are every 
where abfolute Matters of the Under- 
ilanding of the Laity. In ourDifcour- 
fes therefore of the Antients, we are to 
afcribe their found Notions or moral 
PraQices to the Light of Realbn, where- 
of Heathenifm was a notorious Corrup- 
tion. - For want of obferving this Di£^ 

tinSion^ 
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tinftion, there are infinite Miftakcs Letter 
committed. One rafhiy maintains III. 
that Hcathcnifm Mas a better Foun- 
darion for Virtue than Chriftianity, 
whereas he ought to have (aid no 
more ( at moft ) than that the Law 
of Nature was often better fulfilPd 
by Heathens tlian Chrillians. Ano- 
ther ihinks all thole to have bin Ido- 
laters who Hv'd when Heathenifm 
prevailM, than which there cannot 
be a proflTcr Error. Can any Man 
be fb ftupid as to count Cicero 
( for example ) a Heathen, who, in 
his admirable TreatifesL of Divinati^ 
OH and of the Nature of the Gods^ 
has derhonftratively fubverted their 
Polytheifm, Sacrifices, pretended Re- 
velations, Prophecys, and Miracles ; 
their Oracles, Augurys, Oneirocri- 
ticks, Incantations, and all Fopperys 
of . the like fort ? Minutius 
Felix, Tertullian, and o* 
thcr Primitive Apologifts for Cbrif^ 
tianity, tranfcrib'd their bcft Argu- 
ments againft H.'athenifm out of 
thefe aod the Hke Books^ and very 
often in the (ame words. A r n o^ 
B I u s^ after doing Jufiice to others, 

I i maint^ios^. 
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Letter maintains, that if ' Tu l l y's Works 
III. w^re read, the Chriftians ne^d not 
trouble themfelves with Writing; and^ 
after acknowledging that he did with 
much Ingenuity, Conftancy, Boldnefs, 
and greater Piety explode the Gods, tells 
i|s that many Heathens did for that rea-* 
(on not only decry thofe Books, and 
avoid reading them ;' but were alfb for 
fbiliciting the Senate to burn and abo* 
lifh them : whereas, to ufe the judicious 



' Quem quidem locum plene jamdudum homines 
peftorisyivi, cam Romanis Licerb explicavere) quanf 
Grxcis, & ante omnes TuJIius; Roman! dil6rcimmu& 
Generis, nullam vericus Impiecacis Invidiam, ingenue, 
^onjflancer, 6c libere, quid fuper tali Oplnadone fenci- 
ret, pictate cum majore monflravit. A quo (i res 
fumcrejudicii veritateconfcrjpws, non verborum Lu- 
culentias pergcretis, probata elTet & hxc Caufa, ncc fe* 
cundas (uc dicitur) adiones nobis ab Inf ancibus poAu- 
laret. Sed quid aucupia verborum, fplendoremque fer- 
inom's pen ab hcc dicam, cum fciam eife non paucos 
qui avcrfcntur & fugiant Libros de hoc ejus, nee i^ 
aurem velinc admictere leftionem Opinionum fuarura 
pnefumpta vincentem? Cumque alios audiam muflicare 
indigoanter &dicere, oporcere Aatui per Senatumabo- 
leantur uc hacc fcripca, quibus Chriftiana Religio cpn>- 
probetur, & veciiftatis opprimatur aiiftoricas ? Qiiinimo 
fi fiditis exploratum vosdiccre quicquam de Dii$ veftris, 
Erroris convincice Ciceronem -, temeraria & impia die- 
tjtare refellicote, rcdarguire, comprobate ; nam incer- 
cfperc fcrijita, S^publicatam vcilc fubmergere Lertio- 
nem, non efl Deosdefendere, fed veriratis TeftiAcador 
ncin dmere. Lib, 3. adverfiH Oent. 

words 
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words of our Author, to fupprefs thofe Lette^ 
Books y or to prohibit the puhlick reading III. 
of them^ was not to defend the Gods^ lyST^J, 
but to fear the Tefiimonj of. Truth. X 
cou'd name a greac number of other 
Perfbns. remarkable for their Valor, 
Piety, or Juftice, who were much far- 
ther from being Idolaters than their 
Accufers ; and Ihou'd no more be dc* 
nominated Heathens, than thole can 
be now call Mahometans, who, the 
living at Mecca, disbelieve the Alcoran. 
Now, fuch as will have thefe to be 
Mahometans, or thofe to be Heathens, 
plainly (how their Ignorance of what 
is meant by the Words, or that they 
perceive not the Diftinflion between the 
Law of Nature and all pofitive Infti- 
tutions. 

19. TO belhort, MADAM, the 
Religion of the Gentiles (as contrary 
or fuperadded to the Light of Realbn) 
is fuch as cou'd not influence Virtue or 
Morality very much in this Life, nor 
afford any certain Hopes or Security 
againfl; the Terror or Death. 'Tis 
true, there were many among the Hea- 
thens, who, loath to believe their Re- 
ligion lb groundlefs and ridiculous as 

I 4 it 
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Letter it feem*d to appear, efpecially from the 
llL. Defcriptiohs of the Poets, wouM have 

L/^^r^ their numberlefs Gods to be nothing elfe 
but the various Appellations, Attri- 
butes, or Provinces of (bme one Being, 
\vhether it were the Sun, or Bac- 
chus, or any God befides, of whom 
theyJbada better Opinion. Legiflators 
'did put the beft face they cou'd upon the 
tnarter, and, without anxious Inquiry 
into the Truth or FaKhood of things, 
they approvMof all that contribu/ed to 
keep Mankind in order, that excited 
^em to Virtue by Example and Re- 
wards, that deter'd 'em from Vice by 
Punifhments and Difgrace. But others, 
ias the well-meaning Philofophers, alle* 
gorizMall their DoQrins into mer? na- 
tural things, wherein the D^ity mani- 
fefts his Efficacy, Bounty, or Goodnefs ; 
from which threefold Confideration 
proceeded the famous Diftinftion of 
their Poecical, PoHcica!, and Philoib- 
phical Theology. Yet the more di(l 
cerning Perfons laught at thele fhifts'^ 
well knowing that it wa^ impoflible td 
make any tolerable Apology for moft of 
. their Fables. C i c e k o therefore 
pondcmns the Stolcks for preteriding 
that all the Gre«fe 'Tfacblbgy' was 
"' jnyftcrious, 
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myfterious. Firfi Zeno^ Tays he. Letter 
dfier him Cleanthes, a^td then III. 
Chrysippus, tpere at great fains V^VN/ 
to no furfofcy to give a rcafonahle £x- • 

plication of comment itious Fables^ and to 
account for the Etymology of the t/ery 
Names of every God : which proceeding 
plainly (bows that they believe not the 
Truth of thefe things in the literal fenft. 
However, to give a Specimen of thefr 
Allcgorys, they made Jupiter and 
Juno, to fignify the Air and Clouds ; 
Neptune and Thetis, the Sea 
and Flouds ; Ceres and Bac- 
chus, the Earth and all its Produc- 
tions; Mercury and Minerva, 
the ingenious Talents of the Mind, as 
Learning, Merchandize, Arts, or the 
like; Cupid and Venus, our ear- 
neft Defires and amorous Inclinations; 
Mars and Bellona, Diflenfions and 
Wars; Pluto and Proserpina, 



' Magnam moleftiam fufcepic, ac minime necelTa- 
riam, primus Zeno, pod Cleanches, deiode Chryfippus, 
commenciciarum fabularum reddere racioncm : voca- 
batorum, cur quique ica appeliati fint, cauias cxpli. 
care, quod cum facitis, illnd proiefto coaficemtiii, 
longe aliter rem le habere acquc hominum opinio fie. 
J)e N^. Vevr. /. 3. 

Mines, 
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Xfittei Mines, Treafures, and whatever lies 
III. conceaPd under ground. So they pro- 

V^NP^ qceded to explain away the reft of the 
Gods ; and, as Allegory s are as fruitful 
as our Imaginations, Icarce any two 
Authors cou'd wholly agree in their 
Opinions. But fuppofing the Truth 
of the matter had bin as any or all 
of 'em wouM have it, yet their Re- 
ligion was not a whit the better, and 
delervM to be abolifli'd ; fince, what- 
ever were the Speculations of a few 
among the Learned, 'cis evident that 
the Vulgar took all thefe to be very 
real Gods, of whom they flood in 
mighty fear, and to whom they paid 
Divine Adoration: not to infift on the 
Trouble and Expenfivenefs of their 
Rites, or the Cheats -and Dominion of 
thePriefts. This was clearly perceived 
by Cicero, who, enumerating the 
leveral kinds of the Heathen Gods, 
From dnother Reafofij ' fays he, and in' 
deed a phyficd one^ has proceeded a great 
multitude of Godsy rvhichy being intro-^ 



' Aliaquoqueex ratione, & quidem phyfica, magna 
fiiixic multitudo Dconun, qui, indu^ fpecie hiunana, 
£ibiilas Poetis fuppediuverunc, hominum aucem vicam 
fiipcrftitjonc omni rcferfemnt. Ik Nat. Dew. /• a. 

duc'd 
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duc^d under human Shape, hdve fupflfd Lettet 
the Poets mth Fables ^ but ^at the fame HL 
time have filTd the Life of Men with all 1>VV 
forts of Superflition. The fame may 
be as truly (aid of the modern Saints 
and Images : for nocwichftanding the 
nice Diftinflions of fupreme and al^ 
folute, of inferior and relative Wor- 
ihip ; all the common People are 
downright grofs Idolaters ; and as to 
the multitude of their Oblervations, 
the Impoftures or Power of their 
Clergy in the places where this Wor* 
ihipis eflabliihM, the Superftitions of 
the whole World put together wouM, 
in refpeCfc of them, make a very eafy 
and tolerable Religion. Nor ought 
we to forget that this new Idolatry 
of the Chriftians is altogether groun- 
ded, as that of the antient Heathens, 
on the exceflive Veneration of dead 
Men and Women ; but improvM by 
degrees to fuch a pitch by the Arti- 
fices of the Priefts, who allure others 
by this example to follow their Di- * 
re6lions, which always tend to the In* 
creafe qf their own Glory, Power, and 
Profit. 

ao. THE 
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Ltttcr 

, tiff *0' THE prefent Heathens, who 
inhabit ttie greateft part of Africa^ vaft' 
TraQs of Afia, almoft all America,^ 
and Ibmc few Corners of Eurftpc^ 
agree very much with the Anticnts in 
their Opinions, which is the reafbn that 
I have hitherto omitted fome things I 
mention under this Head^ to avoid 
Repetition. But they difagree among 
themfelves in different places, as the 
Anticnts did. They have their fe- 
veral Cofmogonias, or Accounts of the 
.Creation of the World ; and their 
Theogonias, or Genealogys of the Gods> 
whom fome hold to be coequal, others 
fubordinate, fome to be all good, others 
again to be all bad : and many that 
'there are two (bvereign Principles of 
Good and 111, fuch as the O r o m a-» 
ZES and Ari manes of the old 
Chaldeans : nor are there wanting 
who' maintain the Divine Unity, 
Ibmetimes with, and fome times witn- 
out inferior Minifteh ; as there be 
who affert the Eternity and Immcn- 
fity of the Univcrfc, and that all things 
happen by an irrefiftible Decree of Fate; 
Their Sentiments are as different a- 
bout Providence, the Duration of the 

World, 
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World, and a future State ; whether Letter 
the Soul be immortal, is confined IIL 
after Death to any certain Manfions, or !^ 
tranfmigrates out of one Body into 
another, this lad being the moft pre* 
vailing Opinion. They diverfify their 
Sacrifices w^itb numberlefs Rites and 
Ceremony Sy one Nation worfhipping 
that Animal whereof another makes 
an Offering to its God; and ooe.Maa 
religioufly ufmg that Geftureor Garb, 
which allot her rejcf^s a& unbecoin* 
iog and profane: for as Juvenajl 
obferves of the old Egyptians, 

• • r 

f 

' Sffch is tbiMAdnefs of the tbof^gbt- 
lefs Mob^ 
Each place akhors the Deitys of 
others^ 

And own no Gods h»t tvhat themfelves 
adore. 

They perform Divine Serdce on the 
Tops of Hills, in the open Air, or in 
.Temples, and Groves, or Caves. 

' Indc furor vulgo, quod Nuimna vicinorum ; 
Odic ttcerque locu% cum folos credac babendos : 
Vik Decs, Qttos ipfe colic* Saf^ i<* . 
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Ixttcr They believe good and bad Darnons, 
, ill. and guardian Powers of Places and 
Men. They have feveral fubordinate 
Degrees of Priefts and Priefteffes, Col- 
leges in many parts for their Education^ 
and religious Houjfes for their Main-* 
tenance. They have their facred 
Books, Traditions, and Images ; pre* 
tended Miracles, Prophecys, Revela- 
tions, and Oracles ; Sorcerys, Augu- 
rys, Sortileges, Omens, and all Ibrts 
of Divination. As they have their 
Merry-meetings where they eat and 
drink, (ing and dance before their 
Gods ; fb they have their more me- 
lancholy Seafbns, when they not 
only mortify themfelves with ftrange 
Aufteritys of Fading, Abftinence 
from Women, coarfe Habits, long 
Pilgrimages, or other laborious Pen- 
nances : but they alfb burn and 
whip, and cut and fla(h their Bodys 
in a moft cruel manner ; vainly ima- 
gining to honor or pleafe the Deity 
by (iich things as do themfelves real 
hurt, and no body elfe any good; 
When the Unintelligiblenefs or Ab- 
iardity of any of their Pra£lices or 
Dodrins is objected to them, they 
prefently tell you that nothing is' im- 

poflible 
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poflSble to the higher Powers, and Letter 
that thefe are Myfterys neither to be III. 
fathomed or examined by the finite 
Underftanding of Man ; as may be 
read in almoft all the Travels of all 
Nations. 

21. HAVING given this fum- 
mary Account, SERENA, of an- 
tient and modern Heathenifm^ we 
may remark that alfnoft every Point 
of tho(e fuperftitious and idolatrous 
Religions are in thele or groffer Cir« 
cumftances revivM by many ChriC- 
tians in our Weftern Parrs of the 
Word, and by all the Oriental Sq&s : 
as Sacrifices, Incenfe^ Lights, Images, 
Luftrations, Feafts, Mufick, Altars, 
Pilgrimages, Faftings, religious Celi- 
bacy and Habits, Confecrations, Divi- 
nations, Sorcerys, Omens, Prefages, 
Charms, the Worftiip of dead Men 
and Women, a continual Canoniza* 
tion of more, Mediators between God 
and Men, good and evil Daemons, 
guardian Genius's, Male and Female 
tutelar Powers to whom they dedicate 
Temples, appoint Feafts and peculiar 
Modes of Worfhip, not only can- 
coning all Places among 'em, but 

likewife 



II 8 JJx Otigin of Idolztryy 

Letter likewife the- Cure of Difeafes, and 
in* the .dilpolal of every thing which 

^^^y^ Men are glad to want or enjoy. 
The(e things, I confefs, are not ob* 
ferv'd in all places alike ; yet more 
or lefs in every place, and rivetted 
by Education where they are not 
edablidiM by Law. But how little 
right. thefe nave to the Denomination 
of Chriftians, who defend the very 
things which Jesus Christ went 
about to deftroy, is evident to all 
them who don't conHder Chriftianity 
as a politick Fadiion or a bare Sound ; 
but as an Idftitution dedgnM to rec- 
tify our Morals, to give us jufl: Ideas 
of the Divinity, and confequently to 
extirpate all fuperftitious Opinions and 
Pradices. In plain and proper Terms 
this is Antichriftianifm, nothing being 
more diametrically repugnant to the 
Do£i:rin of Christ; and as far as 
any is tindurM with it, fo far he 
is a Heathen or a Jew, but no Chrif 
tian. 

22. THIS Reflexion is a, Tri- 
bute due to Religion and Truth;. pM*, 
in my opinion, is the gratifying of mens 
Curiofity a fufficienc Kecomoieqdatipn 

to 
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to aDy^ D^fquifitions, without fome Lett6^ 
g6Bena( InftcljQ^iM ciatiiiral}/ cemducing tU. 
to Wifdom or Virtue. And indeed W^ 
this «:bT)tei;^l>iffi3FUrtioJib MA D A M, ^ 
is a memorable Proof abd* 'toftance to ' 
wbae^alaaftOSifhiiig^ degree of Extra- 
vagance human Nature i^' dipoble of 
ar^iv4Ag ;. afid that in <Ah times Super- 
Aition is tbefame^ hcfvp^t^r tbe Names 
of it may vary, or that it may have 
difierenkt)bje^ ori^ gtieateir or le(s id 
degrtes/ a's any' CcftufTFjl itei$ more or 
lefs Li6eMy .^of GobfSfeiHWr.afid freo 
Speech.-^' wie if ^anf 'Adffd Wonder 
how Men.^^M leav^^he-^rea aitcl 
eafy Eatli ^^6r>'Reafea -ioi waAder hat 
fuch ^' inexnicable MkitfMi, kt himr 
but confider how in very man^ 
and confiderable Regions the plain 
Infticution of Jesus Christ cou^d 
degenerate into the moft abfurd Doc« 
trioS) unintelligible Jargon, ridiculous 
Pra£fcices, and inexplicable Myfterys: 
and how almofl: in every corner of the 
world Religion and Truth couM be 
chang'd into Super (lition and Frielt- 
craft. • In a word, the Subject of this 
long Letter is elegantly comprehended 
in thofe four Lines which are in every 

body's mouth : 

K Ndtursl 
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Ilf. NMturd Religion W4t uff- §f^ MtL 

. T*ks mkie k Mjfiery, Ofritigs mtde 

it Qai»i. 
Sktrififet gftd-SbonfS were at Ungtb 

freftr% 
The Priefis afe Roaft-mtty *»tL th 

Peofk fi»^d. 

I am afraid, by the time you come 
thus far, you'l oe as weary of reading 
as I am now of writing ; aod; there- 
fore, MADAM, for both our Eafe 
1 jQball add no more on this, pccafion, 
but that I fhall continue 'all niy Life 
your moft fincere and obedient Ser* 
vaotw 
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Spimosa's 5j5^ 

: tern of, 'PhildfifBjjt to b^ 

. mthdnt am 'Principle or 

Fomdation,, 







!• ICyTOU guefs very right, SIR, 
Y when you fancy that in jR> 
"■^ charming a Retirement, I 
injoy the mofl: perfe£^ Happinefs this 
Barth can poifibly aflbrd, Hedth of 
Body dnd TrMnqt$illity of Mind. Befides 
the Purity of the Air, this Country 
abounds in ali manner of Game ; and 
my Neighbors feem wholly unacquaint* 
ed with any other Fraud or Violence, 
than what they ule againft wild Beafts, 

K 9. FowK 
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Letter Fowl, and Fiib. You cannot read in 
jWL their Looks (as in thole of your tattling 

^lyy^ Jand bufy Citizens) the good or bad 

•SiicceTs" of l^ieets iild AfBiys : tBcy 

know as little of foreign AfiFairs, as of 

what p^afles in the Fmieury Worlds; 

and if/fbmetimes they ibform them- 

(elves about the State of things at 

fPpyrt, 'tis not to learn whq i^ in fg- 

■ vor or difgrace/who is to Be next in 

^r out of the; Miniftjry ;^^\]f^Q<1tnow 

bow the puhiick Goqd of the Nation 

'fe mar^g^j How its Security, ^Wialtb, 

•and Power are -prefervy.- v.l^flfejpever is 

able and ad;ive to promote thefe ends, 

him they efteem their t^ft^l^rifend ; 

nor can the Name or Pretence of 

any Party make them become his 

Enemys. 



2. BUT, Sir, I cannot eaQIy for- 
give your fearing that any*' thing 
which comes from you ihou'di diftucb 
my Repofe among fuch innocent People^ 
every Letter you write beifig ,as agree* 
able and inftruQive as .their Convert 
fation is plain and (incerel Your mgi^ 
nificent ExprieflSons in praife of ]S^«- 
.>5 0SA I cannot blame, no more *han 
the cxceflive Encomiums whitji Lu- 
ck e t i u s 
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c R E T I u s took all " cpp&Ptunitys to Letter 
heap on E*p I c u R u s : for fo long as I V. 
in your Opinion he paffes for (b extra- 
ordinary a Peribn^ (o much above the 
common rate of Mankind, and ib 
happy abov6 all Philofbphers in his 
ilcc 



coverySy you cannot in juftice fpeak 
le(s than you have done, and, were 
you a Poet, you wouM raife your Strains 
yet higher. 



t > 



J. FOR my part, I (hall always 
be far from faying that' Spikosa^ 
did nothing' ivell, bfcditife in man^ 
things heiucceeded lb ill. On the 
contrary, he has haif (everal lucky 
Thoughts^-and appears to ^have bin a 
Man of adntiifabie naifiiFar Endo^-" 
ments, tho his Ihare of Learning (ex*' 
cept in fbme parts of the •Mathema* 
ticks, and in the underftanding of the 
Rabbins) (eems to have bin very mo* 
derate. I grant you likewife that he 
was truly (bber, obfervantof the Laws 
of his Country, and not poffefl: with 
the fordid Paflion of heaping up Riches : 
for there's nothing more undeniable 
from antienc Hidory and prefent Ex- 
perience, than that as the Profeffors 
of Tructi are not always the greateftj' 

K J Saints, 



i|4 -^ Cwfutatm ^' 

istterS^iatSy fo lS4«fi of erroaeQiis Friociplcs 
IV. have often led excellent UvQsi'iaQid you, 
koow that MpQfiqur BaiLC) m his 
"UAfiow Tbottgbfs nppn Comei^j bas m^DJ- 
t^^\y prov'd chai>evea Athetfm does 
il^crsctfrarily: lead * Man: to be wicked^ 
t)io he acknowMge^ T^iijlvil >that the 
Qnifjderawn^^^f , Safety, [. Hepiitatioo, 
and Inter^ft^riSr^. qot Tuoh .eflcQual 
Reiftraints againft Immorality, > as the 
Do£trias of Religion. I further agree 
vi(h yoQ that; Spin q s A^$t Adverfa- 
rys hs^ve gaiaM nothing pfh his Di(^ 
ciples by (he contumelious aod vilifying 
]^pithets they beftow on -his Peribn for 
thefakeof his Q|>inionsi which fhame- 
ful little Arti(kes are only fit for the 
Eatrons of Brror, being contrary tO 
Religion as well as to common Civility, 
an4 may well, enrage a fuperflitious 
Mob, bufr.Gftfl lieverimpofe on Men of 
S^nfe, who;>iK}g of things as they are 
ip. themfelveS) and not as reprefented 
tp'them^^ paflioriateaad un^uft An- 
tjigonifts. . 

* m ' ' ' 

4. DON'T imagine^ Sir, that I 
exprefs this Moderation either out of 
Conipiai^oiceto the RefpeO: you bear 
fO the Mejrpory of Spinosa, or that 

^ I 



of Sti% t I ^ 1^5 

I Mm now WOK tumnt^dvi: his Om- laee 
iifoos than yom faiMufe v d a 4at IT 
me : for i6cr fSbs aaaner it is ritt 
I think ail BioB in fbs Voricl di^ 
to be treated ki wubbts df •siaR Ssiboi* 
latioo, kxmg tfaor txnraoEa] ActtaoB 
(if theffac ^ky flf aov) to tfeCaie 
of tfaeLrar, asd the AnmadvcrfioD of 
the Ibfaj^finee. But I mis & far from 
beiflg a ProCUite to chofe PoirHs vfaereoi 
you and I have di(coars'd at yoor Houfe, 
that lam perfiiaded the «4ok Syfiea 
of Spinosa is not oolf falfe, bur 
alfi) precarious and witboot ^aay fort ef 
Fouddidoo. Ido aot meas chat ifaere 
are no incidental Tnnlis in iais Book^ 
no more than that there are BQ^Biftakes 
careieflf crept into tbofe that are better: 
but I maiocaio that no Ibdh thiog fol* 
lows from his Syftem, whkh if it be gra- 
tuitous and without any Priadpkrs^ can- 
not ieiTie to explain any paft or ftKore 
Dlfficnltys, nor to give better Reafons 
for what we commonly receive. 

5; L'BT him have bin never (b 
hoacfta^'M^n^ yet I fuppofe youl not 
exemiK^ijnPfrom many hunian Fraifey^ 
10 which the bed are fnbjed : and I 
am inclia'd to fufped that his chiefeft 

K 4 Weakae[s 
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LettcD Weakdefs Wtfs aa immoderate Paffion 
IVi tpbecome'tbe Head of a Sed:^ tOrhave 
Pifciples aad ar roe w Syftem -of Philor 
fopby honoi^M-.wicb ffajsr Name,, the 
Example .beiog;,'ifwflY aad. iovitiog 
frpm the gfloc^. Fortune of > his Mafter 
QjijBiTESin^; I dp npt jsake this 
Copclufion :fj!(tfQ^ bis: frequent :u(e of 
fuch £xp£e$(^s;as my Pbiiofapbff or 
cur Syftem, aofl'the like : ;ncr IvouM I 
haveeveryiijgrj, accused of this Affe&a- 
tion who . im^^s ibme part^ular* DiG* 
CO very s, orln jvho . even ' cnanges - the 
whole FaQe:;pf:. Philofophy^and iotro- 
du^es - a : Metbpd abfolutely nev i^ \ for 
iiich- Per^ns x^y vithoui})ali queftion 
}>G^Gtcd .by. no other Motives befides 
the Love of ^ Truth and the. Stenefit 
of the Society, nor will they rejei^ 
any thing but what they really con* 
ceive to be hurtful, erroneous, or un^ 
profitable. Socrates, notwith* 
/landing the niighty Refotmation be 
made in Philolbphy, was never fuf^ 
peded to aim at being the Head of 
a new Se£l ; and CicJ^Ko very 
truly pblerves that his Difciples mul- 
tiply 'd their Contefts, divided intP 
Tarty s, and (poii'd his Poflrin when 

they 
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they formM it into a 'Syftem, by Weh Letter 
they pretended, noxloubt, to explain IV. 
a thoufend things whereof Socr a- ^>V>J 
T E s never thoughtj^ and to M^hich we 
find they reduced even thofe airy -Spe- 
culations which he ' difcarded as ufe- 
leis to Life, expehfive of Time/ of no 
concern to the World, and never to 
be comprehended. 

6..BUT when a Man builds a 
whole Syftem of Philolbphy either 
without any firft Principles, of on a 
precarious JPouodation : and afterwards 
when he's told i>of this Fault, and put 
in mind- of the Difficulty s that at- 
tend it, yet neither' fupjplies that De- 
iddij nor account^' for thofe 'Diifiarltys 
by any^ thing he has 'already < efta- 
blifb'dy nOr yet acknowledges his Mis- 
take } we may reafbhably furpeO; that 
heV too: muchr in love with his new 
World* (for fuch is a Syftem of Philo- 



' lUam autem Socracicam Dubicadoncm de omniba<^ 
rcbiis, 8c onlla adhibiu afirmadoae confuecudincm 
diilercDdi, rdiquorunc. Ita iaCba eft diflaxiidi (quod 
mitiime Socraces probabat) ars c^uaedaiii, PhilofepMar 
•8c- rerum -oido, & dcfoipdo difcipliiue. Academic. 
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Letter fophy) efer to admit of a betleo Cre^ 
IVk atojr:- whereas a Peiiba that propel 
op Qtbtt viev ihuc: trfae maQifettuig 
a^ prOpagattjig of /Frutb, and that 
caiiaot reft fiitisfj^'ii' with Fantys m 
CcM)jei&utes9 wou'd in fuch Cincum- 
ftaiicfsbQji]Otfaing..ii{ham'd to confeis 
and rameod hb Error. 

7. NOW let's examine whether 
SpiKOSA . be guilty of the Charge 
I have drawn tip againft him. I 
fiiall fairly alledg my Proofe, and 
leave your (elf tobe.Jadg^ tfao you 
feem fo highly prepoffefl in his fa^ 
vor.: I; need n0t.(;>rove tohisgreateft 
Admirer that he acknowledges. but one 
Subft^Qce in the Univerfe, or that the 
Matter of all the things in the Uni- 
v«rie is but onev continuM ^eing, 
every where of the fame- nature, how- 
ever dijOFefiently modify'd, and endiiM 
with uQcbangeaUcy e(rential,.aridin(e- 
parable Attributes. Of thele Attri- 
bures (which he fuppofes eternal as 
well a^.flie Sub^ftajice to which . they 
kelock)!. he reckons ^^:£^^ .apd 

Cpgj^5j5f»b-t H the 'nlpft pr5lt;ijpi(: ; 
thp^'lie fuppo&$''<jQnQi&erab^ 
which he has not bin at the pajns'feo 
Or ■!•];: name. 
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name. He has no where fo much as Lttr«f 
igfinuated that: Motion was . one of IV; 
them ; or if be had, we Ihbu'd not ^>^y^^ 
have believed . it on his i^ord, nor 
without qaore CQdvinciog Arguoients 
than he has given that every Portion 
and Particle of Matter alwaystbinks: 
for this, is contrary to Reaibn and 
Experience, both which demonftrate 
the Exteofion of Matter. Whatever 
be the Pridciplc of Thinking Jn- Ani- 
mals, yet it cannot be pecform'd . but -^ 
by the means of the . firain.- We Men 
are confcioul.of no Thoughts^ while- 
the FuniQionS/ of the Brain ace fuf- 
pendbd.;. we find our ielvto.to think 
therbi and there, only ; and we obferve 
no figns of Tliought in any things that 
want a Braio^ wiA^s every Creature 
that has one, .ieems to (how finne 
degree of Thifiking by its Anions. 
As &r his Subtiltys to prove under 
pretence o^ Rcafon what is thus re- 
je£):ed by E^tpecience, I may fend you 
my Tboughts^ about them ancither time : 
for it is not my jpnefent Defign to con- 
fptCLall his Errorsf one by bne, but to 
fliOw thathis wholeSyfliem is^aibogether 
grpundlefi, r'wlrich ' at one ftroke de- 
ftroys .wfaaceter isi>ui)t upon; it. r 

8. WE 
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IV. 8. W E agree oft ever* lide that the 

t/W? perpetual Changes in Matter are the 
Bfleds of Mcft^n, Dl^hicb produces aa 
lofirtiiy of yiflterent Figures, Mixtures, 
and feiinbls Qualitys^ But we muft 
diftingilifli^bebveen'^ibbal Motion and 
the oiovrng- Force or = ASion : for 
local f^ocictti* is «ihiy a Change of Situ« 
atforT;?<»''Yhe.fircceffivc: Application of 
the Oime Jlddy to' the refpedivt Patts 
of feverai other Bodys ; fo that this 
Mtition is nothing difiereot from the 
Body it fetf,' :iTor any real Being in Na» 
tiire, bota mere Modbor Confidera- 
tion of its dilation, ind the Ef&6: of 
Ibme Force or Adioii without or within 
the Bocjy. Tbo the fardinaty Rules of 
Motion ^ 'are but Obierrations iearni: 
from the Ekperience of , what com- 
monly paflies in local' Motion^ or pro- 
bable Calculations deducM from fuch 
Obfer various ; yet the Action or moving 
Force is likewife oCceh callM by the: 
name tf . Mocion, and thus the ^StSt 
is conJbunded with the Caufe, which 
has ocdaQonM a world of Perplexity^ 
and' Abfdrditys. But all thofe who 
have created of the Diverfitys that fasp* 
pea in Matter^ mufl: have meant this 

* AQion 



:AQioa as their dlkife, or. lidiorM to Letter 
no parpofe : ibr; tins bcthg pact tsr IV. 

RIaia'd, wjb caloL^afily aedbubHfoc. local ^(-^rrv 
totioo as'its.£flci^ aad not btfaerWife; 
The Matheipaticiahs geaeraUy take the 
moving Force for granted, and tiieat of 
iocal iMotjoB .asl they find it, Iwithout 
giyidg. thmilelves much trouble about 
it$:.Orrginal ; ibut. the Fradice ;Qf the 
£hil(^pheis,^i is otherwifb, dr. rather 
iougbt to be- lb.~ 

9. WHOEVER then goes about 

to ex[^in by their firft Xaufes the 

i>rigm of the. Wbdd, its preftiit :.Me- 

chaosfokf or' the. A£Ebaions «P Matter, 

iam0:Jxgin with tfab; firfl Caufe^ of Mo- 

.4100:2 for no maooer of Variety is iocla- 

.^ed> ^ the bare Idea, oi Exteofidft^ nor 

^xoy Caufe ofi Alteditibn ;, and feeing it 

tisJIdioin alonethatcanpoffibly produce 

any Cfaango, -in • Bxtenfion^ this . JLdioa 

4X Principle^ of lyiotion miift be. well 

ctear'd and .eltaklifli'd^ or.ibe.Syfteai 

4tSift quickljr ~ be J l3und ^efeSivXr^ If 

^iC.be only taken: for granted, theSyf* 

[t8in.wiQhe.bu£:a. Hypothefis; but if 

-prov'd and "explained, then ^e-r^qiay 

expe^ to find fbme greater .Certitude 

;tbaa hitbeeto in natural: Pfiilolbphy. 

.• r. It 



iMttd dt is'ink-enoagh tbeA totuUd onlocU 
I^. Moeion^ y btcb, as : we' (aid bete, 'v& 
halt' a»>Bfi86bsf thisA^lioDv asr^O las 
ali tfapibibev : > Varied ' in J^ara ? > j^ib 
k Aeift) ilidiich ; is DotT' geniraSly . :m- 
knotriadg^d tb t)r upiFrvratidn nor- % 
Stac6 of ^(Uule ; Ida£^ii3ri wisl lisuott 
Forte hieing 1 nec^ipp v Icikvikeep Bdt^ 
ac reft a^:itoi ai(Ardu4lheta'i.:'#l)ejrb> 
fore iocal Motiott Itoid > R«ft laoic bfif^ 
relative Terms, perifhable'4ilodeS^i^4ifld 
no pofitive or real Beings. 

- :io.. 'Jfl S . harditt^t d<3^erfflia9::wliac 
wei-e tlie i^ue ' OjpinicMs^abf chei,:ii]6ft 
aatieAi Sflges^d^ G&fecei ' bat the «Bb> 
r^ity - of ■i£ftilo£b^sbrft «very Snhere 
(ince A i^zAixrA'c oitxs l»vc hid dooia 
vs. a fiiodpiB, tbascMatcef txsfng^ df^k 
lelf ioa6Uire,'a duli Jtiid heavy Dump^ 
xfaM^ Dfviriit3^'-^nrtnx:h:Wa»iicknowUfl^ 
diftiijQ fcfa^ tfitis tD&tier) comiirani- 
ieated-llfBtion'to i^thoaft^r a Mtian* 
«ietV|«icwdiiig bufniii ComprebtobfiBD. 
Henc«d(iy^>9Jproce«f CO Ihow wharldl- 
vffion^ this Moticm^ aiad« io Mattet» 
nvhar Panider df difisttot Bulk'Ofid 
Figure thenoe were forn^d; and hour 
the Uniuerfe (i n^iti ndt (ay bow well) 
and all thtt Parti (hereof tittme into chehr 

prelenc 



PK^efln State. . . &P1.4&0 s.a, ooicbe con- Lcwtet 
tfuy, . acknowledges'-fio Being (epaiate IV". 
9, difieteiH fi^oninfillQ 3uhftaase of .the 
^Qivcirfif, ; no :Beiflg f o give it MotioDv 
DOt .contipuec or fO |f e&r^ it, < if it . has 
nope ef'^ifir owd: <He builds on aif the 
commoo Notions about local Motion, 
without ever (bowing any Caule of it ; 
bgiogrHot willbg t9> iilQw the. Impulfe 
<^;iR ptefiding Dc^y,( and unable (as 
l^ou'U i^Ee&otlf {terceive) to produce a 
tietter, or as good a Realbn.- ¥cc he 
was -of opinion that Matter was natu- 
rally tnja£live : fpr^inthefecond part of 
kiiS. Eflaeks, or Syfieni} PsopoGtkui the 
tfiiitorath, Axiom the . firft, he fa|»v4a 
eKpFf^ tjBnnSf H J^ JMfj M.e tkktr so 
tmffoif.fir \a n^" And to.jft. you (ee 
Chat;^ . did: cipt QMaa reipeOive Reft» 
qixhe 9<^i%uicei>f iMther Bod;^, in the 
Demonfiration of the fecond Lemma 
he further affirms, chat ! sitBodji mty 
[jitmstmti h tikfalttefy-mov^dy-agd fame- 
times WiAfoluUtfMt reft. There can be 
nothing more (^fitive :. yet if. any or all 
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^i..^. Oittaa Coijpjoc^'iaoveficur vd quidawp 

■ *;OpiaJg Coq^oq^i>^^^^i gbfglutt: jam movcr^ jam 

quidiitrc ppfTimc. .^ . ~ \ ; / ., 

..rnr-^i ' the 



144 '^ Coifut^um< 

LeKcc the Pafbets of M'accer may be ' iti 
jy^ lute fteft, they muf^ evvr perfift- i*' 
' that State without4))tnb'«xter(kaMdaufi^ 
to put 'em- iff motion^ - tod this' CA^ 
liehds tio^irhere a^fiM ; 'befkteS' tflit 
all Matter tha^F be ioadive> tf %d^ {Sc^- 
of it -can W«r be% • -^' • ■ r.^.tiu.!.:r> 

bh Syiflfem attempMdl^ to de^^Moeion' 
or Reft, . which is ■\lft{>a(i)0ciablQ ib 4 
Fbilof&phef; Mrhethet 4oiie ^'^tthP-or 
wi^Dutr '^eflgn ; aifd yet acc^lng^ to 
himfetf lift his Ethich^ '■ f^dim W 
Reft. dfi'i^'Cdufes tfiM'the 1>id»l^f!^ 
smotfg^B9ijSr thence 'f'-<^meeetti'tiit' /ff^ 
tmEH^of^fwtic»Gir BodjSy atodi*^ Jilh- 
fimtjvf fhfftgs- ftficHi frpm Mifidi^M/lt 
Rejl. £(1. -prolecutiag this Subjt^ 'f 
(hall -al^lg'^tioth&lg" 01% of hii^ oth«r 

tardit4t'u, ^i^' tatipBc iuUhiAti»abii»rifl|iD'-diibH 
%\i\mxxa.'Lem.i.anteFnp.i^ ?iat.i,^ 

' Corpora tei fingularcs funt, qiiar ndboe lUbtns 8c 

quietis ab imdcem diitinguuntur. XienmfiT4a, .Lem, 3. 

r* 4 .X6 i( ' 
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* Non umen |)ropterea Deus magis did poteft ex 
liber tate voluntatis agere, c]uani propter ea 3^ ^x 
motu & quicte-feqauntnr (itifitmaNnitm ex Uk'tciain 
fequuntur) diet poteft ex libertatxEi motos jSc^^tlictiG 
agere. Coroi, 2. Prop, ^. Fart. t. ;i^.-. 

Books: 
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Books : becaule that in his TrdiiafusTheo* Letter 
logico-Politicus he has bad no occafion IV. 
CO treat of thefe matters ; and that in ' ^"^ 
one of bis EfifiUs ht declares himfeif 
not aofwerable for any thing in his 
Demonfintion ofC a r. j e s i u s's Prm^ 
cipUs; and this be obliged Meyer 
thePublifher to tell the world in the 
Prefab of the Book, which he has ac- 
cordingly done : for he composed that 
Work at the requeft of one of his pilci*^ 
pies, and built bis Demonftrations on 
Cartesius^s Definitions^ Populates, 
andAxiomSy which are (uppos'd but not 
believM to b« true. So that the Ethicks 
(to which Title he has reducM all bis 
PhiloJG>phy) is his real ^yf^tm^ wherein 
and in his Letters his genuine Sentiments 
of Philofbpby are only to be found. After 
dealing thus fairly with him (which is 
00 more than Juftice requires) there's 
DO need of fhowing by Inferences that 
be did . not hold Motion to be an eternal 
Attribute of Kfatter ; which if he had 
done, we cou'd not have believM it 
without good proof: I (ay, we are 
iparM thefe pains^ fioce he exprefly 
aflert$ the contrary, and he was 
ioTisIy : beft able to acquaint us with 
his own Opinion. In his firft Letter 

L to 
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Letter to, Oljdcnb'urg, whereby be 
J(y. fcommon^cAtes w bim fome pare of bis 
^f>/Krfem$1ict'VHtef?. ' ro0 mfft 
Mebiedthdf^^ l/tttrikntt 1 uikdirftdnd 
k'tfiff thing imu "if conttiv^dby itftlf tmi 
i»it ft^^ h\^^lf^^ mAnner as tbut ihi 
Cimcefttpn ^ ttijieinot involve or Cap. 
pofc the Cdi/c^fihn- cf any 0ther thing s 
d^BxfenJidn^ far ^xsmfk^ is conceived 6y 
itfelf 4ndtn it f^lfy hut Motion not fo ; 
for it is comehPdfp h in snot her things 
snd the (Joneeftiim of it involves Ex- 
Henjion. .Ttis h extremely^ fdaio fti^ 
per^qiptory-; fior^ihall we examide u 
p^fpnt bow trueV falfe it may be of 
£xcenl]on; wbich is but dn ^SmhJQttA 
)dea , a nd na mofe conceivable flrkbout 
ti Subj^fl: than jMoao^ ^* ^ '- ^ '* 

; X2. SPI N*b^S A.tbcn, whovalues 

bipfclf in \m Eihicis 6a deducing 
.things from their firft Ciufe ^Which 
!thcSchoolipeii term 4 /ri^if^ ^8 f i n o- 
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, ** Ubinocatulicmmep^atnribunffik 'iscdSii^ 
od qticd conciylcur per fe & in fc,^ adot V ipw ; jCoft- 
f^eptus non invplvat Conceptum akeriusrei: ut|^gr. 
jExtenfio ^r & & in ft concipicUjf^ , at M^otn^ obq tan ^ 



mm concipimr in alk^ k ipfiiu G6B^i9ii» i&yoffif Sx- 
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SA^ I Qy^idia\ri6g giNren no account Letter 
hON¥ M^cterdtne ^ be mov'd or Mo* I V^ 
tion cbmes to be cootiou'd, not albw« 
ing God as firft Mover, neither prov- 
ing rior foppofiog Motion to be an 
Attribute (iitit the contrary) nor in- 
deed explaining what Motion isj ho 
coii'd not poffiblf fliotr how the Dk^ 
verfity of particular Bt)dys is recon* 
cilable tOethe Unity of Subftancc, or Uf 
the Sdraenefs of*. Matter in the whpl^ 
Uoiverfe: wherefore 1 may £tfely con* 
elude cbatsiiis \Syfteai is; ittjcitely pner 
carious a*d without; ajt^yilbtt of ground^ 
indigeft^ and uophiiofophJic^L Bu; 

left yoor *Afie^on> 0)fitti'4x^i^Ws ypu tp 
think that fiicli a gj^ cou'd nqc 

fiumUe (e at the Thre&old, and that 
he has (olaaewhere fupplyV this enor- 
mous Defe^ tho it might efcape my 
Pbfervacion^ I hope you'll believe his 
own Wacd& to ^ Perfon who wou^d not 
implicitly fwear to his Fhilolbphy, but 
whole DifFereace of Opinions did pro- 
bably make as little Difference in rheir 
Affcdions as io yours and mine. ' Tis 
a very remarkable thing by what De- 
lays, Shifts, and Excu(es he wouM 
avoid Iblvio^ the Obiedions that were 
made to hiro on tbU Hai, which 

La* keeps 
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Letter^ Keeps me ftiil in the Belief that he cou'd 
IV. not bear t6 pan with his Syftem, nor to 
" lofe the hopes of heading a new Seft. 

I J. B U T be this how it will (for 
we ought to be refervM in divining 
thfe Thoughts or the Dead) the Author 
of the fixty third Epiftle in his Pofthu'- 
iw()»f I^(?rit/ prcficshint by>a -very (cn- 
(ible and inodeft R:ecj[uefi:> which, 
without a good Anfwer, overthrows, 
as we havte prttv^d, the whole Fabrick 
•of his Philblbphy . ' Jf you have lei- 
fur e^ fays his/Friend, gnd that offt^r- 
tnnity permits,: 1 hambly hg of you the 
^true Defimtion of Mdtiom^ as weB as the 
Explication of that Definitiom : and after 
hhat manner (finee Extenfion^ as con- 
fider^d in it felfy is indivijUfle^ immu* 
table J &c.) t»e can (bow a priori how 
fuch and fo many Varietys cot^d begin^ 
and by tonfequence the Exiftence of Fi* 
gures in the Particles of any Bodjy which 

yet 



' Si otium eft & occaiio (mt, a ce fubmiffc peto 
vcram Mocus definicionem, uc & ejus explicaciooem ; 
atque qua racione (cum Excenfio, quacenus per fe 
concipitu^, indivifibilis, immutabilis, &c. fit) a priori 
deducere pqfltmas cot camq ue malcas oriri, pofle varie* 
races, Sc per confequeiu ExiAentiam figure in partis 

^ " culis 
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yet in every Body drt variarn'Md different M-cttcr \ 
from the Figftres of the Parts J which con- IV. 
fiitute the Form if another Body. Well; ^>^v^ ^ 
what (ays Spinosa? or does he di- 
re6): bimtoany place wb^re this is al- 
ready d6iie to bis band ? Fat from it ; 
for 10 the foHov^ng Epiftle he replies 
in thefe Woitls : ' Norv for the refii that • 
if to fay:^ coneerntng Motion^ and fuch 
things as relate to Method^ becaufe they 
are not yet written in Order ^ I keep ^em 
tiO another ofportnnity. His Friend^ 
who wouM not be put of! fo (lightly/ 
and whofeThirft after Knowledg made 
him wait with Impatience, brings him 
again in mind of this DifHculcy in the 
(ixty ninth Epiftle: '/ cannot without 
great difficulty conceive, (ays be, hotp a 
priori can he froz^dthe Exiftence of Bo'^ 
dys which have Motions and Figures ; 



culis alicujas Corporis, quz tamen in qaovis Corpore- 
vsirix & diYcrfae funt a (iguris partinm qua? alcerlus 
Corporis fermam conftituun& 

' Cascerum, derdiquis, nimirum dcMocu, quzque 
ad mechodum ipe^nc, quia noadum ordiae coolcripta 
func, in alia!kn occafionem reienro. 

' Diffictilcer admodum concipere queo, qui a priori 
Corporam bciftenda dcmonflrecurqaxMotus & Figuras 
habenc; cum in extenfionc, rem abfducc cohfiderando^ 
O'l tale occorrat, 

L J fince 



pli(it8ti(Wi;kl-ith#.f6lJc»Yipgi .t^t|%? iiU- 

ifitktt 4. 'Mfit^laf MiifiS \ ft^ r. £jf r i 
^^ « 40,, fflk;\im'. Mfitfiki^Mi{ik : for . 

iflcft liet cmmneKiHi Mi^x^,^, nf»( (^ <*.v 
6( txcited fp A^ffv % A h-^^-'f^^'^'i 

r(4fo» I -.diA »9f mt0i,,.(drfHe^lf ifufn 
4/^19 tktft ; C A R. T. B s i p. s^p , Frmiftkp \ 
o$.HAturdtkii^»Jt><r,iMf<lef(^ I ml.miv, 
fnH: shfur4t' viTbe ctfefic,.. who., \f.mk\ 

adffit of, aflyv^sttfirrml Ci|uf<Uvtbo l»iSi 
had not then appear'd, prays him with 

^mmamtmmmmm^rmt I i ■ i i i > ■■ i i i i i ... ■ . i. 

cfi: Materia c^iii^ quj^j^qs,. qu^qqui^ri^ fc tSi^ in. 

fua quicre ^ix^v^tx^yi^yXiif^^ii^ 

mil 9 Ca^fi» Y^xffV^\^}\j\i»i^^ Giufii 

nob dubiuvj olin .. .^flSpiare seruA vXif|ituwi|^ 

Frindpia CartcTi^ iiujilia dB^ pf-;4ipuD.:.|i^. 

fcrdt. 
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more earneftnefs th^ft eycr . w -fp^k , Letfer- 
Im Thoiigb^s^ WUbpM^ a^ difeuizc, for, ly. 
hfire he (helc^* hirn&f under conunqn 'n- " ^ 
Exprclfionst' . '/ iw]^/(ays his Fricod 
in the qne and (eventietb Lefter^ ri&4^ 
7i?a, wi>»V, iif pleased fa' grdtiff me ifk 
this .paftkf(Ut'% by tflUng mc how the 
Vmriaj of things tsn be fiatpji to, proceed^ 
from, the Conceftion of Extenfion ae- 
cording to yonr Notions^ fince yot$ men-, 
tion^d C A R T E s I u s's Qfmiony in^ 
which he s^ms to be sbk\ no other way to, 
deduce this from. Exten(hny but by fujk* 
pofing it to have bin 'ppducd^ therein, 
from s Motion imffte/^' by Gods Car^ 
T E s I u s therefore, in wy.^'^f^dgment 4oj 
duces the Exi/tewe of f^rikuUr BodyJi 
not from quiefctftt Mutter ^ except the 
Suppofitian of God m Movir goes /e^r 
nothing with.,.youy fince yon have not 

your 



' Velim ut^ iti liac re mihi gratificeris, indicando^ 
qui ex concepcu £xeen(ioais fecuodum cuas Medi- 
cationes yarietas rerum a priori pofltc ofteodi, quando- 
quidem meminifti Opinionis Cartefiana?, in <jua Qr- 
tcfms ftatoic fe (fnn ex Excenfione nuilo alio modd 
deduoerepofle, quam fnipponendo mocii a Ueo exci^ 
tico hoc effediitB fiiilfe in Ekcenffone. Deducic ergft 
luxca meam Opiniooen-comrum Extftentiam Ddil ^x 
quiefixnce materia, -nifi lorce fuppoficionem mexnfris 
Dei pro nihilo baberesj quandoqnidem, qui inud ex 

L 4 eifentia 
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Letter 7^i»r felf demonfttattd how U fhoi^d ne- 
IV. ct^mly foMM from the Effeme of God 

^-^^'VV? a priori ; n^hUhy Cartesius going 
sioMt to fioWy he biliev^d it to exceed dtl 
himan Ccmprehenfion. Wherefore I in- 
treat this ihtng of j(tu^ we& knowing yon 
have other ThwghtSj untifs perhaps there 
be fame culpable occajion that has hi' 
therto kept you from miking this Matter 
plain. This Perlbn has dbne Juftice to 
Cartbsius; for tho*hisSyftem is 
dt beft but an ingenious Philofbphical 
Romance, yet he was never fb carelefs 
or inaccurate as to think of deducing 
the Variety and Diflference'of particular 
Bodys from mere Extenfion, and there- 
fore (uppos'd God at the beginning to 
have given a Ibake to the hty Lump, 
from which his Matters of the firft, 
fecond, and third Elements fuccefliveljr 
exifted,and from thefe, after his manner, 
the Difpofitioa of the whole Univerfe. 
But SpiNOSA neither fuppoHng the 
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cffentia Pei a priori ncccflario fequi debc^t, abs .tc 
non fit oftcnium, id» quod Cartefius oAenfurMS, Cap* 
%um humaniim fuperare crcdebac Quare a ^e banc rem 
rec^uiro, fciens bene ^ alias Cogicaciopes habere, nifi 
^ia foncica fuhCit force caufa, q^iase i|Iu4 bad^n^$ 
fiuuufei^ ^cre ndueri^, 8cc, 

* (amQ 
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fame Principle, nor eftablifbing any Ijetter 
otbisr to explain the Variety s of par- IV. 
ticular Bodys in the Identity of Sub- t/S/^V 
fiance, you 11 own, I doubt not, that 
without any Artifice, Pafficfti,' or In- 
tiereft, I have dearly provM what I 
undertook to you, tnat his Philofbphy 
is built on no certaui oi* probable Foun- 
datioQ, but on gratuitous Suppofirions, 
from which be deduces what he and 
his Followers call Demonft rat ions. He 
was accuftom^d to this wiy- of pre* 
tending to defflonftrate things in a 
Geometrical Method, thohe knew^em 
to be falfe, lince thiis he had before 
demonftrated Gartesius's Princi- 
ples. But that -very Work is a memo- 
rable Example how eafily People may 
be deceived by this Method (tho in it 
felf abfblutely certai^i) if they are not 
usM to make long Deduflions without 
miffing one Link in the Chain, if they 
take any thing for (elf evident which 
needs it felf to be prov'd, or any thing 
for proved from the Authority of others 
or their own PrepofTeffions. But to 
return to his Friend, all the Anfwer 
he received to his laft |ntreaty was 
in general words *, for in the two and 
ieventieth Epiftle, S p i n o s a after re- 

jeding 
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Bfft^ if' IMve^rf^k^hi' tl t>Mf. fome 

4Ue'kith^todify>(ij^fHf,thfi^M mrier' 
shah.'ihtf/^, J JW« id^ tm find. that rhe 
ev<^ rrdid.-iiQ; • afeou6;.'N'V)Hon^ ', which 
Qiai^^r^ (fh« mm ine:^c«lab% he- 
Q4U&X 4k|»):his Eriiiskf f».t^&. eompleat- 
44«t^ tjiii&:lfpt> ysfr^§,n*«hc; change; 
a^d^: €« «JBf a^^a^ -MfbH ^ wou'd. 
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' ' <^od petis^ ftiiin: fc^fectefiilioiHscoflceptu perum 

aCutefio nait defitnri per Exfenfiopon; fed cam 
iiccvffina^dmfcczplicaijiter Attribucum, qi]Od:tittfi- 
^wi^Urfptfji^fmiain cynniat>. Sed de hisi ibsOi 

"* * J ijar&s cecum agjsdi j 
$ oMiiMr difpimbe/irfbi 
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fiooe t^ Book:. WIS . toe . f>id»Ulb'di tilt LitiiS 
afiaicibis Il^eb».; vNeitl^ '0»ik1.>iIiIo4' IVi 
tioo be.tlktL-Attritwia he nnasiiorc^ t>y^ 
b^ing< idlire0dy. 4ieda^'d^ tbe oiKinvyti 

tbi»:HouOa iiti^iattohivvWQrM. .\) i^^/«\ 

prcnfJbBC . Men q£ ; tbei ^Manft ^> Gli»^ 
dor<aod..]adgBiisofe iiviy/ hfe.iai in*nf: 
cbingf ; i&ducU byjf rejudice, GiK^b'^Otti 
never perceivM tbtsFia.\r«..iDf.. Fsiendti 
and that you ever excoli'd Spikosa, 
i<Ky^smM^f»mm^t^. wCbidg^D^'^tTdr/. 

Qa J thdiCOAixABjs ififycw: LetniQAo -jvaL 

o^^ftho;:^o«b Iiiifi^itr yt>a imkichinfift; 
OR th0 Pi£oaktfS9:)ylaehrii;a^(»9p^ny> 

tbQ!;cemfQ«a .SjiJMs jof ^Moooet/ tgJ&i 
iogt it^xl! iupfx>(ai,jifi|r. gnaqfjEsirtdiat: 
yptu^.Htfrck.'hid (iiMadedti:»hc in^ttef^. 
wbidi ijyou (efei h» .aomer did;. i> To takr: 
ip|f ^ave .of :Mal kberefore, and to 
apfHy'iiQy . Dtfi:ourfe. to youc: (elf, ifcifl 
notoiiOtts that indft; ;of tboin Dinoalr: 
ty fi jou oKotioiv pC0OBe4 ftoita ifcoples. 
oQti/oHDdtag the On^'.wAtfi !tbo £f«i 
fc^»' wr th^ifnoviog Foitb withr locafc 
^mcion } And. wheo tbey tbj|ok< tbjsjr 
bftFc ^fren its tniB De^tioo^ dMf 
ttlvls reaUy laid iKJthtflglnit tfaitiMo^ 
wi tion 



1^6 A Cmfutiation 

Letter^ tibn is Mocloa, only diverfifying tFreir 
lyi l^Brms a litde ; for when a Bowlirans . 

tj^s/'^Joiitbe Green, and the Definitioa of • 
< Motion is ask'd, 'ds ^av^dy anfwer'd, 
that it is: the removiitg of one - Body 
from the J^eightorhood of otberji - Scc^ - 
and this the Bowlers know as well 
as the Phibfopher, ieeiag it daily MTich 
their>own Eves; 1 but ^cis the Caiiie^ 
of this EifFe£t they defire toihear ex«>' 
(dainM, of c which he's ordinarily, ai' 
ignorant as they. 
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, . i5i\YrO U (ay Very truly chtt even 
thofe who carefully fdiftinguifii the^ 
CaUfe and the ESed^ are yec extreaie«-- 
ly puzsd'd about the mavif^g FoM it ' 
ielF, what fort of' Being it is; where 
it refideSy in Matter or without it; 
by what means it can move Matter ; 
bow it paffes from'<)ne Body to ano-^ 
ther ; or is divided between manyi 
Bodys while othets are at reft, and a' 
thoufitnd more fuch Riddles. Where* 
fore not being able to difcover any 
fuch real Being in Nature, nor to de-» 
termini whether it: be a Body or Spi- 
rity and yet le& to make it i Mtde» 

fince C among - ^ther >Obje6)!ioiiO ^''^ 
Accident' can ^&^^irom>«ofie'9lit^e& 

!: i' to 
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to another, nor be without its par- Letter 
ticular Caufo in toy Subjed wbatfo- ly. 
ever, and thatr it may be intirely de- 
ftroy'd the Subj|eft remaining fafe, 
they are fbrc'd^t laft to have recourfo 
to Godj and to maintain that as he 
communicated Motion to Marter at the 
b^inning, fo he S^Hl begets and bm. 
tinues it wheniBver, and ?a5 long as 
there^s occaflon for it, and that he 
aQualiy concurs to every Motion in the 
Univerfe. - But this Sy ftem is fubjed: to 
more fiatai C3on(equences than thofe 
they wou'd avoid by it : for befides that 
they hereby deftroy" what many have 
laid > about God's* impreffing Motion on 
Matter at the b^inning, as (bmething 
that. was of it.telf fiimcient fbr the 
future ; they farther make God the Au- 
thor of all the Wickednefs in Nature^ 
tho Motion were ftill but a Mode* 
'lis he, for example^ that anally 
moves the Tongue of a iying Witnete^ 
the Hand* and Dagger of a Murderer^ 
5]^ith fuclr other jpalpable Dijffiqultys, 
which all their moral and phyfical 
I>ifttn6^ions arc not able to iblve. But 
why (hou*dI throw away any Words 
nin this Syftero, fi^ice ifli; all Itimcs; as 
Ci i c E K o obferves, ^wheajthe Philo 
■'<i.\ (bphers 



ijBttw, (bpbers an' i^^noraitt'of oithedafeef 
IVi aovchkigi'tfabj^prdieQtlybbukfc tbem^ 
fsPresffK rifagjb aradfanduaty to :" God, 
yAivdh ijB not tocxf^Iald'iAiags, b6t to 
Gorecr their dwo NtgUgAice or. Shoit* 
fightcdoefi;* their Vanity bot. fUffittkng 
c^m.?to;aUdtfr aojr odft^Cau(ib, but 
GMfeiiiBfBcdiBtetJCba^urfe to what 
tbe]^^«ffe Bociri>le to ludold. 

^1 .. ■ . - ■ t • ■ , ,. I ) r.\'« -. 1 

i6u ¥ i&^ do not fiardee perhaps 
whab'|>alibts yda ' create io your TeK^ 
add wfaat'Wbck yc»; tail? out fbnin^ 
ki :dfiitatlfidtiig my parkiciilaf Opintoa 
about Mmioo.! 'T« ; tafier at any 
time to fitid ddc chsiDcfeds of otberi 
tfaad .tC' fuppiy theni^ - iiod - a- Mao is 
vtfry-^iko, -to. be irrong uoderflodd 
wbO'^fivel^ >hb Opinioa (efpeciaUy 
if alldiAeilier' new) before it he ginrd* 
ed ikith : its Prbdfe and' Ex(4icatioa : 
^Utrdttr Friteodfliipnnoc sUowiog me 
td <dctt)^ yoi^ Bay ««btDg in my power, 
t ftiH tb open ani'vee wtfch you in 
»biB< pilHibifalr.i I -fcokft then that Afir- 
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' Se4.m)um talium.rmim xatio reddendo eft.: 
quii Tos^ am ttcer^dDO pbtdU^ taaoQiiii in irim 



ti$ni^yiffmtidi,itOiQ4a that is tOhLetteir 
iky, as in&pasabk. from its Nature al tiT. 
loipenetrabiliqi^.^jpasteofioay aoduibac 
it ought to make a part of.ics Defi- 
nition. But a^ ia 'Mattel Wal dtftin-* 
guifli tbe i^jumtitf lof ^particohv Bodys 
and tbe Ext$mfi4n of the wbole^ <£ 
H^Qh theie Q^otitys ambucTeveral 
I>etermtnatioBft . • or Modes,, exifting 
and perifiiiag by their feveral Caufibs : 
lo^ die bettec ra be UMdcvftood, I 
wou'd have this potion of the Whole 
hecallM jl^KMt and all tocai Motioos^as 
diced or* ciroilar-^ faft or ilow^ fimpie 
or compoondfid^ be ' ftill *€aUM MasioM^ 
(faeiog ooly the: (wa;al changeable jDe^ 
termi^Mtims of. ^,J&iom whkh is el- 
vays ia the Whok^ aad in every Fart 
cf the &mSf .sod ivichoui; which it 
wxi'd. not receive any. Modifications. 
1. deny thaA Matter is or eirer. was an 
ina&Qiie dead .Lump in ablblute.Re- 
poIqJa laxy iaod .unweildy things and 
:when J write expredy «d this SuBjeft 
•lAyoUi t hope to. cvinocr >bhalti :this 
Notion aioae - accountsi for . iJbe ! (ame 
:Quaittat^ of .Motion in tbe Udivecfi, 
that .it alooe proves thete v ^fMather 
iKeds::flior can he ainyiVoid^^ tbaijMat* 
tar 'Cronos lie tridy defia'idii^itlouc it, 
;.. . that 



i6o A Cotfutation 

Letter that icfolves all theDi£Eicultys about the 
ly^ moving Force, and all the reft which 
' we have meotion'd before. 

• 

I J. BJLJT yotfl (ay that, befides 
the Sii^arity of the Opinion, I fhail 
make a world of Adveriarys by rea* 
ion of the many Hypothefes and Doc^ 
trins which it unavoidably deftroys. 
To this I anfwer, that the Offence is 
taken, but not given ; and that I (ball 
thereby be nothing difquieted, pro«* 
vided I be able to contribute any 
thing towards the Dilcovery of Truth* 
This is not aSyftem of Accommodation^ 
fuch as tho(e which (bme invent to 
reconcile other different Syftems, tho 
they are not certain that their own is 
more true than the reft. But if I be 
able to prove from the nature of the 
thing it (elf, and not to favor or op- 
po(e any Caufe, that JSfhf^ is cQential 
to Matter^ that Matter cannot be 
rightly conceiv'd nor conlequently be 
rightly defined without it, that nothing 
can be accounted for in Matter with- 
out thisr eflential Adion, and that it 
is eaAIy :^ ihowo to exift in the moft 
heavy or bard' Body s; then they tn^y 
quarrd (who hav& a mind to it) with 

God 
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God or Nature/ and Uot with me, who Letter 
am but their humble Interpreter. Af- IV. 
ter all, I apprehend no Enemys if I 
fliou'd ever publifli to the World what 
I may write to any Friend on thisSubjefl: ; 
for every Party is neceflitated to ex- 
plain the Phenomena of Nature by 
Motion : and therefore fuch as believe 
Matter created, may as well conceive 
that God at the beginning endued it 
with Adion as welt as with Extenfion ; 
and thofe who believe it eternal, may 
as weH befieve it eternally a£tive, as 
eternally divifible ; nor can they evet 
account for any Change in Nature 
without admitting this, as I have 
proyy before againft Spinosa. My 
only budnels is to prove Matter necejfs* 
rify aSfive as rveX as exttndedj and thence 
to explain as much as I can of its Af* 
fefitions ; but not to meddle in the Di(i 
putes which others may rai(e about its 
Original or IXiration. 

« ■ « fl ■ I 

1%. YOU may perceive, SIR, that 1 
have a great deal of leifijrc, and nothin] 
to make me uneafy^ or at lead that 
won't be made fo, when I can take • oc- 
calion to write fo long a Letter from a 
few hints iA it couple of yours. But it 

M is 
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1^2 A Confutation J Sec. 

Letter is impoflible not to acquire a more dila- 
IV. ted Underftaoding by yoiir Correfpoo- 
' dence. After fo much Fhilofbphy about 
the Primitive World, I (hall trouble you 
with nochiog that pafTes in the prefent ; 
and Idefire this particular favor of you, 
(hat in the Letters with which you'l 
pleafe to honor me during my Stay in 
this Solitude (which I hope will be ve- 
ry many) you wouM not mention a 
word of News : for there's (bmethiog 
in all fuch Occurrences, which engages 
us to intereft our (elves more than in 
many Peoples Opinion wp are concerned 
to do; and yet, according as it goes 
with publick Affairs, I cannot for my 
Life refrain from rejoicing, or being an^ 
gry, or growing fad like others, which 
perhaps proceeds from very good Rea*^ 
ions, but with which I wou^d not 
willingly be difquieted here. Still I 
except from the foregoing Inftrudions 
all that regards your Family or our 
other Friends, in whofe Welfare, and 
particularly in your own, none can re* 
ceive more real Satisfadion, than, 
SIR, your mofl humble and affedio* 
date Servant* 

LETTER 



Letter 

V. 
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LETTER V. 

Motion eiTential to Matter; 
in Anfiper to fome Remarl\f 
by a nobk Friend on the 
Confutation of Spinosa. 



If^ne jf«4 mobiHtAS p redtUfa Mdteridi 
Ctrforibasj fiuek lieet bine tognofcere^ 
Memmi. Lucret.l. a. 



J. T^AttDON me, SIR, if I 

1^ doiibc whether the favorable 

•^ Cbara3er you are pleas'd to 

^|iefto!iir on the CoifMt4tu» o^ Spi-> 

Xos Ay' proceeds from ydur Kiadaefi 

14 9 or 
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L^etc^ or your Judgment. But what makes 
Sp. me flatter my felf that you wrote your 
•VVN> genuine Thoughts about the firft part 
•OT^ thar Lrrrerrorour 'WorrhjrFrtendr-is 
your making fbme Objedions againfl: 
the latter part, wherein I have barely 
declared my .Qpinjlon, that JWiw^r is 
necejfdrilj aSlive as well as extended. 
To this you cannot eafily agree, and 
^neither he not* I cad bkimeyou for it, 
unlels at the fame time u"e wouM 
rafhly copdenin our felves when 
we wefe of your mind. But as our 
Opinion . pught to go for. nothing 
without good Reafbhs/ lb 'we admit 
of no Right from Poffeflion, of no Pri- 
vilege by Prelcription in Philofbphy, 
how much fbever we allow it in na- 
tional Laws or, Cuftoms, Authority is 
to decide matters of FaQ:, but not (o 
'determine the Truths of Nature. You 
venture fair, I muff' acknowledg, to 
make your Obfervations and ObjeSions 
before I gave any notice or hint of my 
Arguments: but this very Proceeding 
ndeclares how untenable you ^Jjleve my 
rAitertion to be, even fb iinguard^ 
, aiid abfi^rd, ^(hat any Pc^iori cou'd cafi- 
.fy. guels at the little, that^ might be 

.Fl»«fiWl^ #.F'4;:/Pf fekir^ 

:, % M This 
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This is but a natural ConftriiQion of Letter 
your meaning, and fuch Thoughts as . V/- 
People are extremely apt to entertain 
of any Notion that contradiQs the' 
common Belief, efpecially if fuch a Be- 
lief has conrinuM very long in pof^- 
feflion, and has bin very univerfally re- 
ceive. In the Anfwer you defire of 
me, I fhall follow the Thread of your' 
own Letter ; and take care to be as 
brief^ as the indifpenfable Law of Per- 
(picuitywill permit. 

2. Y O U take my Meaning very 
right in urging, that if Altivitj ought 
to enter into the Definition of Matter^ it 
ought likemfe to exprefs the EJfence there^ 
of: for certainly all the Propertys of 
any thing fbou'd follow or be knowable 
from its Definition ; elfe the Definition 
is not diftinguifhing and adequate, but 
confufe and imperfed. In my Opi- 
nion therefore^ Matter has bin hitherto 
bur half, or* rather a third part defined 
by Extenfion, from which afo'ne many^ 
of its Modifications can follow by no 
means ; and this is the reafon, whjr 
hone of the motive EffeOis have birr 
cdnfider^d'as eHential to it, but adven- 
titious and of a different fort, becaufe 
*- M J not 
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Letter ttot contained in any of the Terms of 
.V, its Definition : whereas Matter being 
defined a£iive as well as extended (to 
which you may add Solidity, with the 
incomparable Mr. Lock) then all 
the motive Effeds follow very naturally, 
and need not be explained by any other 
Cau(e, no more than the Confequences 
of Extenfion. Suppofing it an Error 
that Motion is extraneous to Matter^ 
you'll own that the ordinary Defini- 
tions which are built upon this Suppo- 
fition, have greatly contributed to let- 
tie \t firmly in the Minds of men ; they 
being thus accuftom'd to deprive Mat- 
ter of Motion in their Speech and 
Writing from the beginning, which 
kept 'cm for ever after from revokinj 
i( in doubr, but rather making it a fell 
evident Principle : and you know that 
fuch as had defigns of gaining Repu^ 
tation by intrc^ucing falfe Dodrins 
that favor'd their Defigns, or of main* 
fining their Authority in • fupporting 
abfurd Perfuafions already eftablidiM^ 
did make it a (landing Rule that Prim^ 
€ipUs mufi not he diffutedi aDd then 
they canonizM for Principles, whatever 
Maxims they found moft coodudble %o 
their purpofe. But if Motion beefleo* 
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tial to Matter^ it mud be likewife as Letter 
eflential to its Definition. V. 



3. I OWN what you tiext objefl:, 
that tefore fuch a Defimtion is made^ the 
mceffAty Activipy of Matter ought to be 
clearly frov^dj which to do, in the Se- 
quel ot this Letter, is my Intention ; 
and to endeavor the recommending of 
this Definition by the Reafbns I Shall 
produce to (how that all the Matter in 
Nature, every Part and Parcel of it, 
has bin ever in motion, and can never 
be otherwife ; that the Particles which 
lie in the midft of the mod: folid and 
bulky Rocks, in the heart of Iron Bars : 
or Gold Ingots, are as well in conftant ' 
AQioD, as thofe of Fire, or Air, or ; 
Water, tho not according to the Oime 
Determinations, nor in the fame De- 
grees, no more than thefe lafl: men*; 
cion^d, comparM among themfelves :' 
for this Adion is equally natural and - 
internal to them all, and to all other 
CiaiTes of Matter in the Univerfe; tho ; 
their fpecifick Motions be (b various : 
and different, which proceeds from 
their leveral ways of aflleding one ano- 
ther. But its time enough to think ^ 
of a new Definition, when this efTenr 

M 4 tial 
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Jjetter tial Motioo is evidemly prov'd. 

t/^v'^V 4, YOU once thought it iaconw 
ceivable^ ir Teems, I fliould ever main- 
tain that Master cMHot ms muth ds 
kt coweh^d without 49$ ABion of its cmth 
vr uniiT fome Efe£f of fuch sm J^ 
ott ; and I ftiil maintain, that Matter 
can no niore be conceivM without Mo- 
tion than without Extenfion, and that 
the one is as infeparable from it as the 
other. Your conceiving Faculty I 
Icoaw to be much more delicate than 
fnioe, wherefore I wou'd have you try 
it a little on this Subjt^, and then to 
' make me comprehend what Idea you 
have framM of Matter without Afiion. 
Jc mufl; be fbmething depriv'd of all 
Figure or Color, neither hfpvy nor 
light, rough or fmooth, fweet or fbur^ 
}iot or cold, void ( in a word ) of all 
fenfible Qualitys, without Pans, Pro^ 
portion, or any Relation whatlbever : 
,. ilnfre all tbefe depend immediately oo 

Motion, as well a$ the Forms of all 
corporeal Beings , thpir Generation, 
j^uccefiion, and Corruption, by the num^ 
h^rlcCs Mixtures, TranfppfitipoS| ^ikI 
other Arrangements of thpir Parts, all 
* y^hiQh t^jfp ^natural and ufidpuhted 
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EflFe£^s of Motion, or rather Motion li Letter 
ielf under thefe feveral Names and V. 
Determinations. The commonly ac- 
knowledged Divifibility of Matter is 
alfo an undeniable Argument that it 
cannot be conceiv'd without Motion, 
(ince it is Motion that diverfifies or 
divides it 5 which is therefore prefiip- 
pos'd as well as Extenflon in the Idea 
of Divifibility, and confequently the 
one is as elfential to Matter as the other. 
How can you conceive that Matter is 
any thing or a Subftance, unlets it be 
cndu'd with A£tion ? How can it be 
the Subjeft of Accidents (according to 
the vulgar Definition) (ince all Accidents 
are nothing el(e but the feveral Deter- 
minations of Aftion in Matter^ diver* 
fify'd as they are differently placM with 
relation to our Senfes; but in reality 
not diftinft from our Imagination, or 
from the thing it felf wherein they arq 
faid to exift? Roundnefs is nothing 
different from the round Body (which 
is as true of all Figures) for this 
Roundnefs is not the Name of any real 
thing, but only a word to expreis the 
particular manner of .a cerraio Body. 
Neither are Hot or Cold^ Sounds^ 
Smells^ or Colors^ fo much a$ even the 
: Man- 
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hmti Manners or Poftures of the things 
V. themielves, but the Names we give to 
their waysof afFedingour Imagination ; 
for moft things are conceiv*d by us 
with rcfpeft to our own Bodys, and not 
to their true Nature : wherefore what 
is fweet to one is four to another, what 
is rough to me is fmooth to you, what 
is pleafure to the Healthy is pain to 
the Sick; tho moft mens Organs being 
framM wry like one another, they are 
confequently affeded much after the 
iame manner, yet fiill with fome de* 
grees of Difference. But thefe, and 
zll other Differences in Matter proceed* 
ing from ftveral Changes, or thele very 
things being but the Conceptions of 
different Motions, I think I may war- 
rantabiy affirm that Matter is never 
conceived but under (bme Notion of 
AfUon, which before I end I defign to 
(how to be as true of Reft it felf. 
Now ft rip me Matter of Motion (if 
you can) and I undertake before*hand 
to divine your Conception of it, which 
muft be the very (ame with thole 
who try'd fuch Projcfts before you : for 
their Mdterid prima was ^tr^e neque efi 
fiudy neque efk qudUj mque ifi quantum^ 
neque qukquam iorum quiktu Em demmp- 

mttur I 
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Hst/ir ; which is in a great maDy words Leccet 
to iay, that it is nothing at alL V. 

5. B U T you afBrm that ih Ex* 
Unfionof Mdfier is very esjily kt$$w»^ if 
not ftif evident J ht not its ABivitf\ 
wherein I mufi beg leave to diflenc 
from you, afTercing that the one 
is no lefs eafy to be known than the 
other, and neither of ^em doubted or 
miftaken, but by fuch as judg of 
things from Appearances, Cuftom, or 
Authority, without confulting their 
own Rea(bn, arguing in which Method 
they may as well prove the Moon to 
be no bigger than a large Chelhire 
Cheefe : K>r as the Vulgar believe that 
there is no Extenfion, where they per^* 
ceive no vifible Obje^ ; fo thofe, who 
wouMtakeit ill to bft raiikt in. other 
things with the Vulgar,' yet agree with 
them in this, thinking that tbere^s 00 
Adion, where they can (ee no local or 
determinate Motion. Experience fliows 
that great numbers of Adverlarys are 
no Argument againfl; the Truth of any 
thing whatfbever. The plaineft things 
in t^ World have bio mighty Secrets 
for whole Ages ; and we kqow that 
k^bardto fiodetbiflgi wher^oobody 

dfeams 
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Letter dreams of looking for it. Have a little 
V. patience, S I R, and I may be (b happy 
as to be capable of (howing you what 
led all Seds of Philofophers as well as 
the Vulgar, to believe the SluggiChncfs 
of Matter/ tho divers of the former 
were aware of its a£lual univerfal Mo- 
tion, which from the Prejudice of their 
Infancy, they were ready to afcribe to 
dny Caufe rather than to the right one ; 
and this has very often oblig'd'em to 
feign very ill-fbrted and ridiculous Hy- 
pothefes. 

* 

6. I APPROVE of your fourth 
Oblervation (for you ktiow I wouM not 
eafily difagree with you in any thing) 
that many of the moft kdrned Philofophers 
contend for A Vdcmmy which Notion feems 
to he grounded on the Deadnefs or Inacfi^ 
vity of Matter : to which I add, that 
fome of thofe Philofophers deny(with the 
Epicureans) the Void to have any fub* 
flantial Extenfion, and will have it to be 
nothing ; While the reft make it an ex-' 
tended Subftance, \yhich is neither Body 
nor Spirit. Thefe Notions have rais\f 
a worid of Dilputes about the nature 
6f iSpacei The Opinion of a VoidTs 
Otieof.thc Eiumberlefif eitOheous Cdhfe- 
"^'-^-^ queflces 
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qiiences of defining Matter only by Letter 
ExteniioQ, of making it naturally in- V. 
adive, and of thinking it divided into 
real Parts every way independent of 
one anotber«. On thefe Suppoiitions ' it 
is impoflible there (hou'd not be a 
Void ; but 'cis as impoffible that tea 
tbouiand Alifurditys fhouM not follow 
from thence. What we call Parts in \ 
Matter, may be prov'd to be but the 
different Conceptions of, its AfFedions, 
the diflindions of its Modifications; 
which Parts are therefore only imagi- 
nary or relative, but not real and ablo- 
iutely divided : for Water/ as fuch, can 
be geoerate^l, divided, and corrupted^ 
increasMand dimipifb'd; but not when 
coQfiderM as Matter. .. , 

;(;7. ON this occafion, to avoid all Am- 
l^iguity, ^tis convenient to inform you, 
Jthat by Bodys I underftand certain Mo- 
d^jfi^ations of Matter, conceivM by the 
iyi^nd as Tq many limited Syftems, or 
part;f:ular Qus^ntitys mentally abftra£l« 
edf but not adually (eparatpd from the 
E^ten.Gqn of the Univcrfe. We:there- 
Jfore (ay that one Body is bigger or Jels 
than another, is broken or diflblv^}, 

froni ths m^lt|fa^ous Change cf Modi? 
.J, . fications; 
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■ fications: but we cannot properly fiy 
that Matters are bigger one than ano 
f tbcr, bccaufe there's but one fort of 
Matter ia the Untver{e ; and if it be 
inBniiely extended, it can have no ab- 
Iblute Parts independent of one another. 
Farts and Particles being conceived as I 
told you juft now that Bodys were. 
A world of other words are invented 
to help our Imagination, like Scaffolds 
for the Convenience of the Workmen ; 
but which muft be laid aflde when the 
Building is fintfb'd, and not be mifla- 
. ken for the Pillars or Foundation. Of 
this fort are Great and Small, for exam- 
' pie, which are but mereComparifons 
I of the Mindf and not the Names of 
1 any poHtive Subje£ls; as you are Big 
I in rcfpcft of your little Sifter, but Lit- 
tle in refpe£fc of an Elephant, and (be 
I is Big when compir'd to her Parrot^ 
! but very Little when fhe ftands by her 
[ Mother. Thefeandfuch words are very 
fcrviceaijle when rightly applyM ; yet 
they are oftea abusM,and from relative or 
modal, are made real, abfblute, and po- 
Htive : fuch are Bodys, Farts, Particles, 
Somtbing, a certam Being, and the 
like, which may be well allowM ia 
the PraQice of Life, but never in the 
Spccu- 
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Speculatioos of Philo(bphy. Letter 

8. B U T to return to your Objec- l/VXI 
tiofl ; others who admitted no real, 
but only modal and refpe£live Parts ia 
Nature, yet cou'd never with all their 
Subtilty bring any Arguments againfi: 
a Void, but what their Adverfarys 
coud eafily ruin, becaufe they agreed 
tvuh them in making Matter inadive. 
You, that underfland (b well the Hifto* 
ry of Philofophy, know that the Difiiw 
cultys appear to be equal on both fides, 
which has induced many to believe that 
the thing is in its own nature inexpli- 
cable, throwing the fault (as they of- 
ten unjuftly do) on their own Con*- 
ceptions, which they find unfatisfyM; 
and not on the precarious Suppofitions 
. of bothPartys, which they do not per- 
ceive. There is nothing more certain 
than that of two Contradidorys the 
one muft be always true, as the other 
muft be always falfe ; and tbo it be 
therefore indi^utable that either there 
is a Void, or that all is full (to u(e 
their improper Expreffioo) tho it be 
plain that the Truth is: within the nar- 
row Compafs of thele two ffaort Pro- 
pofitioBS, yet neither fide tofii^ifkhi^ 

tberto 
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Letter therto able to dcmonftrate which of ^em 
y^ . ^5 ^^^ ^^"^ Opinion, becaufe they Iiavc 
"both arguM from a falfc Medium, 
from which nothing but Falfitys 
and Abfurditys cou'd naturally fol- 
low. 

9. BUT if you are once perfua- 
ded, SIR, as I hope you quickly willj 
that Matter is adive as well as es* 
tended, all your difficultys about a 
Vdcanm muft fall to the ground. For 
as thofts particular or limited Quanti^- 
tys, which we call fuch or fuch Bodys, 
are but feveral Modifications of the 
general Extenfion of Matter in which 
they are all contain^, and which they 
neither increafe nor diminifh : fb (as 
an adequate Parallel) all the particular 
or local Motions of Matter are bat 
the (everal Determinations of its gene- 
ral A3ion, direding it this or that way, 
by tbefe or thofe Caufes, in this or that 
manner, without giving it any Augmen- 
tation or Diminution. Indeed in all Trea- 
tifes of the ordinary Laws of Motion, 
you meet with the feveral degrfees gf 
Motion that aily Body lofes or acquire!? ; 
but th6(^ Laws concern the Quantity ■ 
dPtlft Aftlon - of particular Bodys ba 
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one another, and not the A£lion of Letter 
Matter in general ; as particular QUan- V^ 
titysof Matter arcmeafur'd by other 
lefler Quantitys, but not the Extenlioo 
of the Whole* The Mathematicians 
compute the Quantitys and Proportions 
of Motion^ as they obferve Bodys to 
ViQt on one another, without troubling 
themfelves about the phyHcal Reaibns 
of what every perfbn allows^ being a 
thing which does not always concern 
them, and which they leave the Fhr«- 
lofbphers to explain : tho the latter 
wouM fucceed bettgr in their Reafons^ 
if they did more acquaint themfelves 
before- hand with the Obfervations and 
Fafts of the former, as Mr* N e w- 
1: o N juftly ' obferves« 

ID. THERE is do Infeparable 
Attribute of Matter^ but has number*" 



^mm 



* in Mathefi invdti^UKte funt ih'rium Qnanrtatei 
8t Raciooes iOs, qoc ex condidoiiibos ouibufcunque 
pofids OQQfcqiientur : dcniq^e ubi io phyficam de* 
iceoditar, oonferendz fant h|e Rationes cum Phamo- 
meals, ut innoa^c quaraam virium Condidooes iia« 

rits Corporufll actrahlvcNrum geDcribas compecancj^ 
com demuoi de TirinmSpecSbUK, Cattfi& & Bad- 
«iiifaw fhyiids cocioi dilputaic ^HoeUc ftUrf. Maf* 

N left 
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9 

Letter lefs Modifications proper to it (elf as 
T. well ' as Extennoa. So has Solidity, 
fo has Africa ; and yet all the Attri- 
butes mud: concur in producing the 
.peculiar Modes of each, becaufe they 
are dill but tl e Conflderation of the 
ielf^iame Matter under different re- 
rpt£\s. To fay then, as you do after 
a Crpud of Philofc phers^ that // ihert 
be KQ Void, there U co^^fequently no plsce 
for G to remove intoy nor Any Elhop^ 
room for B to pujh C ; for you, I repeat 
it, to (peak in this manner, is not only 
to have the f^nie groft Conception of 
Space with your f^armers, bjut alfo to 
fuppofethe Points B and C, and all or 
tiioA of (he Points about thern^ to be 
really fixr, and in ablblute Rcpofe. 
But you fhou'd not run with a multi- 
tude tocommit Miftakes, npiBore 4han 
to do evil ; and. if I fucceed in proving 
the natural, efTential^ intrinfick, and ne- 
ceffary Aftion of Mattcri—tbcn you 
may eafily perceive that thefe Objedi- 
ons will be no longer Difficultys, and 
that all your Circles of contiguous Balis, . 
your Fifli on the point of moving ia 
the Water, and the reft of thoie cbred- 
1)are Examples inuft be ei&ploy'd on 
(bme other dccafioos j ' t>e99U|e alf thefe 

, fuppofe 
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fuppofe an abfolute Reft, as well as the lettef 
Generation of Motion^ which is the V. 
thing in queAion ; and couM it be 
prov'd, there wou'd be no fblid an- 
swering of fuch Arguments for a Fd* 
€U»m. 

II. I HINTED fomething to 
you before about the abu(e of Words 
in Philofbphy, and we may inftance 
particularly certain Terms invented to 
very good purpofe by Mathematicians ; 
but mifunderftood or perverted by 
others, and not feldom very wrongly 
applyM by certain Mathematician^ 
themfelves^ which can never fail to 
happen when abftraAed Notions ar^ 
taken for real Beings, and then laid 
down as Principles whereon to build 
Hypothefes. Thus the Mathematical 
Lines, Surfaces, and Points have bin 
maintain'd to exift in reality, and 
many Conclufions thence deduct, tho 
very unhappily ; as that Extenfion was 
compounded of Points, which is to 
fay, that Length, Breadth, and Thick* 
ne(s are formed of what is neither long, 
oor broad,', nor thick, or Meafure of 
po Quantity. So the word Ipj^r 
mtt has bio wonderfully perpIqi:M i 
;. N t Which 
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Zjetcer \vhich has given occafion to a thoufamt 
V^ Equivocations and Errors* Number 
' was made infinite ; as if it followed, 
becaufe Units may be added to one ano« 
tber wirhout end, that there a£^ually ex- 
ifl^ed an infinite Number. Of this nature 
are^ infinite Time, the infinite Cogi- 
tation of Man, afymptod Lines, and 
a great many other boundlcis Progref^ 
fions, which are infinite only with rc^ 
fpeft to the Operations of our Minds, 
but not (b in themfelves : for what- 
ever is really infinite^ does a3ually ex* 
ift as fuch ; whereas what only may be 
infinite, is very positively not fo. 

• 

• 12. B U T no Word has bin more 
roifapplyM, nor confequently has given 
occafion to more Difputes than Space, 
which is only an abftraded Notion 
(as you (hall perceive hereafter) or 
the Relation that any thing has to other 
Beings at a diftance from it, without 
any Confideration of what lies between 
them, tho they have at the (ame time a 
real Bxiftence. Thus Place is either 
the relative Pofition of a thing with 
rerpe£): to the circumambient Bodys;, 
or the Room it fills with its ownJBuN^ 
and frcHn which k is ooncciv'd to ex^ 

elude 
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dude all other Bodys, which are but Letter 
finere Abft rations, the Capacity no- V\ 
thing differing from the Body con- 
tained : and fo Diftance is the Meafure 
between aqy two Bodys, without re* 
;ard to the things whole Extenfion is 
lb meafur'd. Yet becaufe the Mathe- 
maticians had occafion to fuppofe Space 
without Matter, as they did Duration 
without Things, Points without Quan- 
tity, and the like ; the Piiilofbphers, 
who cou'd not otherwife account fdJr 
the Generation of Motion in Matter 
which they held to be inadive, ima- 
gined a real Space diftinA from Matter, 
which they held to be extended, in^ 
corporeal, immovable^ homogeoeal, in- 
divifible, and infinite. But this whole 
Difpute depends on the A3ion and In- 
finity of Matter. In the iirfl: place, 
if Matter it lelf be eflfentially aQive, 
there's no need to help it to Motion 
by this Invention, nor is there any 
Generation of Motion^ Secondly, if 
it be infinite, it can have no feparate 
Parts that move independently of one 
another in crooked or ftreight Lines, 
nocwitbftanding thole Modifications 
DVhich we call particular divifible Bo* 
^s. Thirdly, Matter muft be like- 

N J Wife 
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(Letter wife hompgeneal, if it has Adioo of 
V. it felf as well as Solidity or Extenfioo, 
without being divided into Parts* 
And fourthly, if it be infinite, the 
Vniverfe mufl: be without all local 
Motion, there being no iix'd Points 
without it) to which it n)igbt be fuo 
ceffively applv'd^ nor any place into 
which it cou-d poffibly remove. 

15. PROCEEDING, SIR, ac- 

cording to the Order of your Remarks, 
I fhall briefly endeavor to prove 
.thefe feveral Points. I am not infenfl- 
ble that I oppofe a Notion univerfally re- 
ceived, and that in this particular Arti- 
cle of Spacel am faid to have the greateft 
Man in the world agaiiift.me, who yet 
cannot growapy thing lefs^tho he (hou'd 
happen herein to be min:a(<eQ ; iince 
the Demonftrations and Difcoverys of 
his unparallePd Book remain intirely 
true without it. For iny part, I can 
00 more believe an abfolute Space 
idiRinSt from Matter, . a^ t/ie pjace of 
it ; than '(hat there is stji ab£>lutb Time^ 
difierent from; the things whole Du* 
;Tation are confiderM. . And yet , Mr. 
^ £ W T o N is thought ^pt only tb be- 
lifve th^« ;:f hipgs,? bijt aUo. to.ptu: 

them 
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them both on the fame foot. Times' Mii Letter 
SpMceSy fays ' he, sre- as it tHti their W. 
own Plaeesy and tbofe'of aB other things. '- 
AH the things in thf Vniverfe Are in 
Time at to the Order of Succeffion^ dnd 
in SpMce'ds to the Order of Situation. 
VTis effentids to Vaw that they be PUces ; 
dnd to think thefe primdry Places Cdn he 
mov^d^ is dbfurd. Thefe dure therefore 
dhfolute Pldcesy dnd . the TrdnfUtions 
from them dre the only dbfolute Motions. 
lam coavinc^d that thefe 'Word? arc 
capable of receiving ah Incerpretacioa 
favorable to .ray Opinion:;'' l^ut I chufe 
to cite chcoi. in the (irnfe wherein they 
are connmonly underftood : befldes that 
his Book (as I (aid before) is neither 
way concern^. » 

14. AS for your alledging (to infer 
the Ina£livicy of Matter, as weil as a 
Vdcnnm) that one Body is heayier or 
lighter than dnother of eqttdl Bulk ; you 



* 

. ' Tempora & Spacia func fui-ipfbrutn & rcmm 
omnium quafi locau In Tempore, quoad ordincm 
SoooeffioaiSy In Spariof, (|aoad onlinem Situs, locantur 
noiferia. De ilidnim eflenck eft * uc (inc loca, & 
.loca prinaria moveri ablurdum eft^ Hxq func igicur 
aMbluci loca, 8c fols Ti^anflacione^ dp. i^\s locis (utic 
iblbliui Mottttt F.J. 

w ■ N 4 muft 
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Letter muft fuppofc that Levity and Gravity 
V. arc not mere Relations, the Compa* 
rifbfis of certain Srtuations anf) exter- 
nal Preflures ; but that they are real 
Beings, or iibrolute and inherent Qua* 
litys, which is now by every body ex* 
ploded> and contrary to all that yoii 
know your felf of Mechanicks* It 
inay not be difficult to perfuade even Per* 
Tons of a moderate Capacity, that there 
cou^d be no Levity or Gravity in the 
fuppps'd Chzos^ and that thefe Qua* 
Ijtys wholly depend on the Coimi* 
tution and Fabrick of the Univerfe ; 
which is to (ay, that they are the 
Confequences of the World in a£lual 
Being, and the neceifary fifFeds of its 
prefent Order, but not effential At- 
tributes of Matter, the fame Body be- 
coming heavy or light by turns, ac- 
cording as it is placed among other 
Bodys, and there being nothing better 
known, than that many things arc 
not (bmetimes in a ftite of Levity or 
Gravity. To imagine that any Parcel 
of Matter has Levity or Gravity of it 
felf, becaufe you fee thofe Efleds in 
the Fabrick of the World ; or to deduce 
^t from the common Laws of Gravica* 
tion, is not only to imigine Mattfr 
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titke afFe6ted in allFikces^ biiCitltti'vhe Lettet 
Wheels, and SfJrings, and QhJMi lOf ia ^: 
Watch, can perform all chofe Motions ' 
(eparately which they do together* 
And yet it was from (ucb falte Sup* 
pofitions, that the Fhilofbphers, 1o tbeit* 
fcveral Foifn^tions of the^ WoWd;' in- 
vented the Fable of the four Eleflflfetitsj 
orderly placing themrelves jacoording 
to their different degrees of Gravity 
and Levity ; the Earth underffloft or 
in the Center, neit to that tbb WMer» 
then the Seat of the Air^ and uppetv 
moft of all the Fire. All Sorts and 
Sed:s of People have bin fuperftitiouflf 
fond of this primary Chaos^ a NotioA 
as confused and monftrous as the Ibi^ 
port of the Name, and built in every 
(lep on Suppofitions that a^e not only 
arbitrary, but utterly falfe and chinie* 
rical : fuch is the grofs Conception 
of the Number and Unmixedneli of 
the four Elements, drawn from the 
moft compounded Bodys in the world*; 
fuch is the Levhy and Gravity of tfae 
dancing Particles; and iuch the Sept- 
ration of the Seeds of things (ks ttoy 
fpeak) which without (beh Le^cy 
and Gravity conM not be perform-d^ 
Dor indeed ofi tliefe wry COflditibnii 

witbout 
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ijaaut withcwt flu Almighty ArchiteS:, which 
V. they did not always take care to pro* 
■'^ ■ vidfci ^ or furnifb'd him with fucb 
wretched Tools and Contrivance^ as 
(how'd the Meannefs of their own 
Underftanding, the fole . Model by 
which tbey formM hini. ^uch a pre^ 
parious Suppofition (in a word) is 
Mi^tter's:having bin at any time in this 
ConfuHon, without afcertaining how 
iong. or: for what riafbn^ with a thou- 
fyad'ttiQXfi the like Abfiirditys^ which 
cvjery ntMi m^y c^^ly reprefentto him* 
ielf from? the(e few InOances. This 
QXay^alfo. ferve for an Example, how 
little ; 0re(s is to be laid on univer(al 
ConfhfM, or rather on any epidemical 
and common Error that makes pre«> 
fences to that Name, 



.J 



15, B U T not to .ramble into Di- 
gt-effions^ tho never (b natural, you 
own that mofi Bodjs sre in aifuiU Mor 
\tion^ which can be Ho Argument ehst 
,tbey hdve tin ahap fo^ or thAt there 
gre not ^ others in . difolute Repofe. I 
grant: that . fuch . a .Conlequence does 
-mt Oteceffaieily follow, tho the thiqg 
Jln^t r<lf be truc.;:^ R6t however^ it tnvf 
^QOC be 90)1^ 19 499fifl«r» how fi»rthts 
3r;^i.:iv aSual 
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.«£lual Morion reaches and is allowed. Letter 
before we come to treat of Reft. V, 
Tho the Matter oF the Univerfe be 
jevery where the fame, yet, according 
to its various Modifications, it is con- 
ceived to be divided inrb numberlefs 
particular Syftems, Vortexes, or Whirl- 
pools of Matter ; and thefe ngain are 
-fubdivided into other Syftems greater 
or le(s, which depend on one another, 
as every one on the Whole^ in their Cen» 
ters, Texture, Frame, and Coherence. 
Our Sun (for example) is the Center of 
one of thofe bigger Syftems, which 
contains a great many leiTer ones with* 
in the. Sphere of its A£livity, as all the 
Planets that move about it : and thefe 
are fubdivided into yet leflfer Syftems 
.that depend on them, as his Satellites 
wait upon Jupiter, and the Moon on 
the Earth ; the Harth again is divided 
into the Atmofphere, Ground, Water, 
^nd other principal Parts ; the(e again 
into Men, Birds, Beafls, Trees, Plants^ 
Fifhes, Worms, Infers, Stones, Met- 
,tals, and a thoufand other difieren* 
fees. Now as' all thefe depend in a 
dLiflik on one another, (b their Matter 
rX (<> fpeak in the ufual Language) is 
.mutually reibVd into eadi otiier: for 
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' Letter Earthy aod Water, and Air, and Fire, 
V. are not only ciofely blended and united, 

,c?^VVbut likewife inrerchangeabiy tranP- 
formed in a perpetual Revolution ; 
Earth becoming Water> Water Air, 
Air iEther, and Co back again in Mix* 
cures without End or Number. The 
Animals we deft roy contribute to pre* 
ierve us, till we are deflroy'd to pre* 
ierve other things, and become Grafs, 
or Plants, or Water, or Air, or fome- 
thing elfe that helps to make other 
Animals, and they one another, or 
Other Men ; and thefe again turn into 
Stone, or Wood, or Mettals, or Mine- 
rals, or Animals again, or become Parts 
of all thefe and of a great many other 
Things, Animals and Vegetables daily 
confuming and devouring each other; 
ib true ic is that every thing lives by 
the Defl:ru£iion of another. All the 
Farts of the Univerfe are in this con- 
ftant Motion of defhroying and begei^ 
ting, of begetting and deftroying : and 
the greater Syflems are acknowledgM to 
have their ceailefs Movements as well as 

J he fmalleft Particles, the very central 
ilobes of the Vortexes turning about 
their own Axis ; and every Fkrticle in the 
Vortex gravitating towards the Center. 
Our Sooys, however we may flatter our 

ielvesj^ 
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fclves, differ nothing from thofc of Letter 
other Creatures, but like them re* y. 
ceive Increafb or Diminution by Nu«» 
trition and Evacuation, by Accretion^ 
Tranfpiracion, and ieveral other ways^ 
giving fbme Parts of ours to other 
Bodys, and receiving again of theirs/ 
not altogether the fame yefterday as to 
day, nor to continue the fame to mor- 
rovir, being alive in a perpetual Flux 
like a River, and in the total Di^o* 
lucion of our Syftem at death to be- 
come Parts of a thou^nd other things 
at once; our Carcafes partly mi>dng 
with the Dufl: and Water of the Earthy 
partly exhalM and evaporated into the 
Air, flying to fb many different pla^ 
ces, mixing and incorporating with in* 
numerable things. 

1 6. NO Parts of Matter are ty'd 
to any one Figure or Pbrm^ lofing and 
changing their Figures and Forms con- 
tinually, that is, being in perpetual 
Motion, dipt, or worn, or ground to 
pieces, or diiToIvM by other Parts, ac^ 
quiring their Figures, and thefe theirsi 
and (b on inceflantly ; Bartb, Air, Fire^ 
and Water, Iron, Wood^ and Marble^ 
Fiams and Anifntk^ beiog nrefeM or 

coodeosM, 
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(jetter condeosM, or liquify'd or coogeaPJ^ 
V; or diffolvM or coagulated, or any other 
way refolv'd into one another. The 
whole. Face of the Earth exhibits chofe 
Mutations every roinute to our Eyes^ 
nothing continuing one hour numeric 
caliy the fame ; and thefe Changes 
being but ieveral kinds of Motion, are 
therefore the inconteftable EfFefls of 
Ibme univtrfal Adion. But the Chan- 
ges in the Parts make no Change ia 
the UnLverfe r for it is manifeft that 
the continual Alterations, Succeflions, 
Revolutions, and Transmutations of 
Matter, caufe no Acceflion or Dimi- 
nution therein, no ifiore than any Let-* 
ter is added or loft in the Alphabet by 
the endlefs Combinations and Tranf* 
pofitions thereof into Co many different 
Words and Languages : for a thing 
no fooner quits one Form than it puts 
on another, leaving as it were the 
Theater in a certain drefs, and appear* 
ing again in a new one^ which pro- 
duces a perpetual YouthfulneB and Vi* 
gor, without any Decay or Decrepitnefs 
of the World, as fome have foolifhiy 
imagio'd) qontrary not pnly to Reafbn, 
$ut to Experienoe ; the World, witli 
ill the f^rcs. i^Qd {^ndS'ihereof, cQa-, 
. \ ':;.;. J " tinujng 
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tinuiog at all.tim^; in the fame con- Letter 
dition. The great Syfiems of the V. 
Univerfe being fubdivided into gra- 
dual and lefler Syftems of Matter^ the 
Individuals of the latter do periih in* 
deed, tho they are not annihilated, 
continuing only a certain time in their 
particular Forms, according to the 
Strength or Weaknefs of their DiT* 
pofition, Strudure, or Conftitutioa, 
which we call the natural age or time 
of fuch a thing ; yet if this ConfH* 
tution, before its ordinary Period, be 
deftroy'd by more prevalent icircuno- 
ambient Motions, in (uch cafes we 
commonly call it Violence or Acci^ent^ 
as that a murder'd young man is dead 
before his time. But the Species ftill 
continues by Propagation, notwith** 
Aanding the Decay of the Individuals ; 
and the Death of our Bodys, is , but 
Matter going to be dreft in (boie new 
Form : the Impreffions may vary, but 
the Wax continues ftill the fame» and 
indeed Death is in efFed the very fame 
thing with our Birth; for as to die 
is only to ceafe to be what we for* 
merly were, fb to be born is to begin 
10 be fomthing which we. were, not 
before^ r E'er I imvc this Head. I 
■ -■■■: beg 



V. 



tf% MciM ejfentialio Manor. 

-Letter beg your pardod^ SIR, if I eiakeno^ 
ti'ce tb jroUy that confidering the 
numbericfs fucceffive Generations that 
have inhabited this Globe, return- 
ing at Death into the common Mafi 
ef the fame, fcattering and mix* 
ing with all the other Parts thereof; 
and joining to this, the incefTant river* 
like Flowing and Tranfpiration of Mat-^ 
ter every moment from the Bodys of 
Men while they live, as well as their 
daily NouriChment, Infpii'ation of Air^ 
a<^d other Additions of Matter to their 
IMk : I fay^ confidering thefe things, 
it feems to be probable that there is 
no Particle of Matter on the face of 
the whole Earth, which has not bin 
a Part of Man. Nor is this Rea(bn« 
ing confined only to our Species, but 
remains as true of every Order of Ani^^ 
mais er Plants, or any other Beings ; 
lince they have bin all refblvM into 
one anotfier by numberlefs and ceaflefs 
Revohitions, to that nothing is more 
certain than that every material Thing 
is z\i Things, and that all Things arc 
but one. 

17. THUS fer you allow a codf 
ftanc Motion in Things from ieiifibte 

Effeas- 



BflPeCl^; 'iTou^^ fay thM the Pafdcle$ of ijMier- 
Air, Water, Pire/iEt&cr, Vaport, -Ej^3 1^: 
halatioiisii attf witbdtlfe *rf • cJOcft too i ib ^>VXJ 
perpet aal . \ilbrioo. > ¥bu ^ tot^th '-■ xh^ 
Motion of 4!be ifflperdefpiibTe little h6^ 
dy$ that floui: from* aft greater vifibld 
Bckly^ * \^bkh by theifiiSitei Figure/ 
NurMbtfi^add Mction^;4perate- oo oiinv 
Senfes^* ' *hd ' piH)ducc':riie^> leveral Scim^ 
(atibns 'and' ideas wti have £if C^olbiv,' 
Tafte»< SmellsV Hear, Gtfld/i and tfthe 

Uke: 'Sutjpoir-appeakat^htflf^^ 

to fbj;» %^iim\ ^bat ihi:ft-kriuJhm€Bt^s 

foluteMiftm\ tt)dvyoi«i«iftiince^R(Mls9 
Iron, Gold, rlx^d; Trai6(ir^ < and inch 
dvber thih^g^^if do noc ffiddei^Iy cbang« 
ttieir Siti}aik)d^wttb<lti&'4bnft'externflt» 
Forte. v|Td^his'l anftvep^thai; yoiir 
Reaibfi/' fend-iiot;your Seiifes are tho 
true Judged in this cafe ; tho I own 
chat your Sen(es can never deceive you, 
if you caU your Reafon to (heir Aflif- 
tance: and^dtbeie in confult together 
I fear riot likewife to appeal, as to 
tho(e very Examples you have alledg'd«r 
But you inlift' always diftioguiOi be- 
tween the internal Energy, Autoki* 
nefy, or effi^htial A£iion o7 all Matter, 
without which it cou^ be capable of 

O no 
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Litier' no particular Alceration or Divjfioo; an. 
V. the external local Motioa or Changcf 

*i^VXJ of Place, which are but the various Mq\ 
diftcatfons of the elTential ACtian 
their Stibje£l i the particular Mot|oa 
being detemunM by other more pi'^ 
ValcDt Motions, to b< dire^ or ciff 
cular, iiH or flow, continued or iotep) 
rupted, according to the occurreac; 
fuo^uenr, or circumambient Motiom 
of other Bodys* j\o p<^rt of Matter 
being without its own internal Energy^ 
however thus determined by theneigtH 
boring Farts according 33 their p«rtM 
cuUr Deteraiination is Wronger 
weaker, yields or n,6Rs ; sod 
again continue to be vary'd after (be 
other manner by the next ; and To every- ' 
thing proceeds in cndlefs Changes, that. 
is (as Imaintain) in perpetual Morion.. 
Now all the local Motions imaginably' 
being echnowledg'd Accidents, IncreaO^ 
iog, altering, diminifbing, and perifhingi 
without the DellruOion of the Subjeg. 
which they modify, or in which thcjq 
exift, this Subje^ cannot be whoUfj 
imaginary, a mere abllra£^ed Notiooj 
but Something real and pofiiivc. 
renfion cannot be this Sub|e£^, fioco^ '* 
the Idea of Exrenfioo does rot necef- 
&rily 



IdoM tffm'ud u Matter, \^^ 

Ikrllf xttlkt any Variety, Akeratioa» <^ Letter 
Motion ; and therefore (as I (aid juft V. 
oQv) it jnufl::be Adioo, fioce all'Vj'Vxy 
thofe Motions are but the difiereoc 
MocKficatioos of Adion, as all partir 
cular Bodys or Qgaotitys are but the ' 
jdiflbciit Modifications of Extenfioo. 
Of Solidity or bnpenetrability I fliaH 
pot yoQ in roiod in its due plac^ and 
fliow itoiv thefe three eflential Attri- 
iMnes or Propertys are inCeparable, and 
do ocHsperate. 

' t8. BUT not to forget tbe Appeal 
to our SeoCb, wou'd not you believe 
with the VuIgBr that the Stars are no 
bigger than ordinary Tapers, that the 
Sun and Moon are no more than a 
Boot or two in breadth, if your Re^ 
ion had noiH computed the Diftadce 
between yonr Eyes and tbofe Bodys, 
-and meafiir'd their real Bulk by their 
: Appearances in fuch a diftance, with tbe 
'Other proper Aliments which I need not 
tepcacro oofe that knows *emfi> well? 
It i( ode the fame thing as to tbe 
diftiognitbiag the fixt Stars from the 
Vlaneii^ and underftanding the true 
Motioo ef the latter, which is very 
difiereoff from what the Seofes exhi* 
-bk ? 1 will HOC defcend £> low as a 

Q 1 ftreight 



V. %iaterj or ih^ Gotdrs onUhe ;Nedc df 
<>'^^^'^kD6re; oOf (^ fo high as (he Htat, 
Cofdj 'Reiflfties,'iandnOdorsj!.k;bac are 
-Mot in! the thk^s themfelves, 'twhicli 
'^t dehomina^ fipom 'theRrv Seiflations. 
•BifC to c6me>h(nn0:tOi tbef^ubjed fwe 
'h<^ ^n haiid;;hr'iiod locabMotioh k 
^ISsIf iometimes fo' flo#,i(ttet it fsiocfr 
perceived bj;^ our -Sedfe v nb etiftinguiiB- 

ther, tho the Motion goesitspoftancly 

on all this while, and chat we are 

i«dflvinc'd 6f , vr u Uft ttyUiddoobted 

*^fl^s and vilible'lntcrvattpai ia>tte 

Hand of a Ctcck 'or thOiShtfdoiir of « 

4)yal ? And; fb iv is ioi^Molfiors rfaafc 

%reextrea)ely fwift, wherrM Sbccefiiojh 

-UdiRinQly obferv^i^ as^ iov^cPa&g^ 

Wa Bnller^ or the iikei . Tor^udg.of the 

Bdidy of a Miin^'or^any lotlwrr Afiimd 

^ the external Surface, it' :\vdt]xh(feeai 

H^o' have as iitfle internai* ibcaL Mpdan 

^fiot to fpeak ' now of liksdnfepardiLe 

^-At^ion) ais>l^ad;orGe(!d,5ctf>Scone$3mr 

^bu'd we: nia'ke a .different ^Jurigoieiic 

-of any Tree 'or Plant; ffAdSrsjjFet fu6* 

-left every -Parricle of a Tree ^wcre ii 

fhotion, it coti'd neiihev- reteiye.i^Ug* 

mentation -ivhin it growsf nofial^l^fn^ 

nurion when^it decayau il ¥oir 6fei|l 

•-:. 'J -.if^O in 



in Anatomy, joinM to common Expe- I»ettcr 
liepce,: \)rt!lf{n»tileny»u »]ucfti8n but V. 
that all fh^'jPiifticfeSr:9ft ^flimikls v». V^'V^ 
in petpetq^i Motion af.^V>¥ll ^s .tl)o^ 
9f Plapts,,vgu>wing,i'dqcaj'iBg,- tranf, 
piripgf ^diiToIving, corrupting, becotK? 
log fa( or teani hetjor 'oold^, tbo-th^ 
iybn fits ftjill. Of tbe B;a(i is iHiisfi, 
or th^ iTree^/lands iixt in. its, p^c«) 
The Circqlationof the Bloodl.arjd Sap 
to every. imaginable gail^ ar9 flow-iif 
Secretsfp iJitural PhUofophy. iN«;,$ 
^ron,. Mppe, Gold, or Ixad,. mpr^^yei^ 
4>( this int.wi*' MMJflPJ ^isn. t^pf* 
.they call, l^i Bydy|> nitor)^)]iberii«jfe 
the,y cduc^jSever ai^fTU»j^haff.^\\ir 
T^tioos, ,«lv^,4irji,8E H«..flnW»«(. 
or any tfiiopr.tlft pEHjUvf; i,iH' «)»av 
. W! ,'nfl.iHI -;ti!WMt?W6j RflMf'd ifiio 
.Uere/foFip^ f;pai 'j>^r<¥f itfyit^^fFereni 
iStateiJtfioii* ilvirj(|OflI|ip)}aj:,iyaari(lg, 
.ind-.eijfl Changf of Kgf)r%.^is c?r- 
.lain ciac, f&eip- JartS;arQ,!,a!ways^.-Jii 
inotiooj ye^,flwy .are,aftf fij.fafilj pit 
^(jpicjtlyiOejermind l^, ptftfj cir^um- 

ijpit very liiddfaly^jCi^'fh^e their 
Fofai.or $iuuti9n:per(*^pti^Iy -tq oar 
.Senfes^wi^ich made Feopi;^ai»gi9« that 
t|ic;y,luv>>'? .Mp^P^^a^ialJi, nor any 
'•pjcaliar Udtermiiiatilins. ' 

J 19. N E- 
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Motion eJfmtiM to Httl9f, 

19. NEVERTHELESS thevcry 
remaining of fuch Bodys in one placfi 
is a real Aftton, the Efforts and Re- 
finance of [his Pircel being equal for 
fome time to the determining Motions 
of the neighboring Bodys that iEt 
upon ir, and that will not fufier it 
to pafs certain Bounds; which is cafi- 
ly undcrftood from what I htve al- 
ready no lefs copioufly than plainly 
laid of the numberlefs fucceffivc D^ 
terminations of Motion, of which 
this is one kind, and callM by the 
People Reft, to didinguiffa that Srate 
ttf Body frotn the local Motions that 
are vifible. A Body that defcends by 
■Gravity or the ftrongcr Impulfc of other 
Bodys, as its own Itnpulfe is fironger than 
the Determinations that yield toitoti 
the way, b no lefs in Aftion that it 
is refifted from advancing farther by 
the yet flrooger Refiftancc of the 
Earth, and hindered from going back 
fey an equal Preflure from the Bodys 
behind it, than aShipis without Aft' 
on, if the Force of tlie Wind blowin 
towards the mouth of the River, 
equal to that of the Tide fipwing to-^ 
wards the Spring of k: foir let eicbei' 



( 
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tt thele get the better of the other, Letted 
iiad the 9iip ttils. Biit af| this while V. 
the Ship wts dcpri9*d ooly of ode fort of ^ 
Mixioi^: aodiidt of all i^ort 6r A£lion. 
06 itipf^ tbaji Irooy or i.ea^, or Gol{ 
whole Pares, by their ova internal 
Mbxiob, ahd by the Motions of th6 
circumambient Bpdys, are perpetual^ 
growing and increafing, or Wearing, 
moldrio^, decaying, changing, and pe- 
rifliing in (ome other manner to us 
imperceptible ; till by tlic Roft dr 
Tarmtb'od their Surface, by the Aug* 
meotatibn or Diminution of thi^ 
Qiiantity, the Alteration of their Form 
or Figure, or by fome other feliflblh 
B^^, we are intirely convlbcfd df 
it at laft; Since Rel^ cHefefbre is bdt f 
ift <iertain Decenninadon of the Moitioa : 
,of Bodys, a ^eal ef A^ton of Refill ; 
canoe between eoual Motions, *cis plain < 
that thb is n0 abiolate tnafillvity amoni 
JBodys, but only a relative Repofe witi 
t^l^ to other Bodys that lenlibly 
change 'their place. 

I' 20. B.U T the Vulgir taking local 
.M6tion (a$ they do all 6t^ Rela- 
'tiops) tot a real Being, hiive thougj^t 
,Kcft a Frivation, or that Motion was 
^ ' O 4 Adion, 



iq^ JJotisti ejjential to f^tfef;* 

);^tter A^ton, and that Reft was a Fafiion ; 

"^. .whereasever}rM<Kioa:isa:^,weIlaFaflioa 

*/^^ io refpeft qf the fiody tbac ' ^av^ it the 

laft DeTcrminat^qn. as itjs an^A^iDO 

^omparM to the Bpdy^ ttiait it ' deccN 

j mines next. Buc the 't&roi'ogof thele 

I 8od Tuch Words from a relative t9 

) an abfolute Signification, has occal 

! fion'd moft of the Errors and Difputes 

i on this Subje^. Ht)weverthe'be(tPhi> 

iQfbphcrs and Mathematicians^ notwith; 

!itanding their making MQtioaextr^ne|- 

jpus^and.Reft elTential .to ^at\<cjr, hai^e 

w'irlj; acknowledg'd the ajfluaj .conftant 

Motioit of every Fart ; being 6t>lig*<^ tO 

tisby'the.irTefiftible Evidehce of Rea- 
i^aiiid Experience. .They.'grant that 
, .('faroeinceirint' Changes,and Motloris 
^'^sac in-the Bodys und^r. ground, as 
■in thofe ajipvCtit j, whicli is cohfirm*d 
,mi only by^tjie flaiure of thejeveral 
'Beds of ^aftfi'.'in ^inti ^nd Qyarrys, 
by, the generation of Metals and Mi- 
nerals^ but.arrp^byxhe Appearances of 
all other fubteVra'nean' Bodys, _artd Fof- 
fils. They own that all the Phacno- 
■menaof N?t,P,r^ muft be.explain'd by 
Motion, by the AQion of 9II things on 
pne another, 'according to mecbanick 
Principles. Add 'tis fo iii effe^^that 
■ they 
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thgy account _ for all the Diverficys in Letter 
tjatliire, for the elementary ant^ fenli- y, 
ble '(Jualitys; for atl the Form:,, Fi- .iL/>^rO 
gureS, Mixtures, o> 'other Modifica- 
tions and Alt^i'ations of Matter, Tho(e 
who think ttie moft truly aq^ nicely 
ihefcforc on;Jo^a( Motion,' 'copfidor 
the Points frb^' Vhich and to which 
the ..Body mov^s, not as in ablblute 
Rcjabfe, but o'nW . as quiefcept with 
refpea to ihe"'^M6t1on " of that Body: 
and thp Mr. N e w t o w |)e .decmM 
ah Advocate far extertdett ^q^'orpo- 
*r^al Spade, Vyet he declares' that per- 
haf« Bfi one "''Body, is in ablojii'i? Reft; 
'that perhaps, po'' immovable "bodily 
tenter is" to be found .In Nature i and 
"iti |Ohe placCiht exprelTes 'hlmfelf in 
thefe * Words:,T<&f K^ki^r..'. mrihute 
MeS^SMff toquiijeent, ani'jmfuife t» 

He^ 'Bod^sJ\^iit. Motiontad Refi, 
itt^oglj'fOneeiv*d, Mr/^g^^ K'fff^' 



' Fieri cnim potcft nt nullum re Tcra quiefcic Cw- 
pui) ad qu od loca monilque rcfcrancur. Pag. j. 
■"■TnHrauf eSpsnSTWflrnrCorliWufli' "aSnftoniffl- id 
Ccomim immt^ilo, quale umeu vix cxuc in rcnun 
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Letter thtlf dijii»giiifif*d from one MOfb^, ; 
V, Mfe tbofe things ultvays in trne Rtft^ 

ti'W nhUb txe vulgarly eonJider'A 10 qitkfctA 
Thus far that defervedly admired An 
tbor, who has ieen the farthefl of ^ 
Men living into the a3ual State 
Matter ; aad indeed all Phyflchs ougti. 
to be deoominated from the Title he 
has given to the Br^ Book of his Prio- 
ciples, viz. of the Motion of Boiys. 

21. I NEED not ask your 
don, SIR, for being To partia 
both becaule it was your requeft 
me} and for the &ke of thofe wl| 
are igooraot of many things whicl 
might fuppofe to you, and to who) 
^ou might neverthelefs (how my 
ter, or (peak of my Opinion. I tbiqj 
after all that has bin faid, I may t 
venture to conclude that JUion m effti 
ti*l to Matter, fince it muft be i" 
real Subjeii of all thofe Modificatic 
which are callM local Motions, Chan- 
ges, Diffbtences, or Diverficys ; and 



coDcipSuntur, rrfpeftu fe^ dlAingiuiftnir a^p taVmn,- 

neijue&inpervere quidcaBcqajCTUlgo aBfjfUa qixi- 
dccutiifpcftnitUT. Vig-t. 



princi- 
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prififcipaliy : becatsfe abR)Iute Reptole^ hsttet 
<m ivfaich tiie Ifn€Kvity or Luitipi V. 
nefs qf Mattcfr nr« built, is entirely t/V^^ 
deftrby^dy and proirM no where to exift. 
This vulgar Error of abiblure Reft was 
occafiodM by the Appearanceit of heavy/ 
hardy- and bulky Bodys ; and ieeing 
they did not cNtige that ftrong Deter- 
ftiination (wfaidi i^e People did not 
coiiiceive to be an Aaion) but by tnuch 
"ftronger Determinations, whole ESeds 
were obvious to iheirSenles/ they con*- 
doded firft that there was an abfblute 
Reft, and fecondiy' thii all ftodys wouM 
cbtatimie in tjiat State witte)ut fbnie 
foreign Mover, ^urhich they; Imajgin^ 
tiot'tobeM^tter^ JGnce all Bididj^iVeit 
Matter^ and thai what was natural to 
•the Parts, was n> to the Whtrfc?. At , 
Idift, the Pbilofbphers made fuch Infe* " 
* itnces from the Notion of Reft, whidi 
they learnt from their Bddd^i6fr, - and 
. from the fole Judgment of their Senles: 
^fpr none ishornarDivioe; Phiiofbpfaer, 
dt -Politician, ^nd therefore fc very man 
it the beginning ftands on the fame 
'ground with the ¥u%ar; receiving the 
'ume Prejudices and Impreffioiis; and 
ti6wever lie* intfyeittricateh'mirelffrom 
ntvry/Ei'rors/ yet if he Icitves' any in. 
J poffeflioa 
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Letter pofleffion^upexarpinM^^h^^fb^li ^(ways 
V. reafon bimielf intqr;^ ^^lUf adiQioos or 

^^'^^^^J^ Abfurditys from ih^ JE'ffipcipl«i» ibo 
otherwife . juftly , v^chp^^^ a wi^ ^ and 
able Per^Q. Since iheijefore tbere is oo 
ruch.ablb}i|t;9 Rei^ >p,(lib{e. Examples 
you have brought, ^nd that oa the con^ 
traryiev^y other Fa^cej: of ji^atter^ a$ 
wqllias thefe^ are in ^ajb&lute Motiop, 
youlBpu'd not fide- wuH fucb Pliilor 
fbphersy.;as were euher,tbe moflTuper^ 
ilitious'or the leaA; per{picaciou$;; nor 
ought you to argue at, ^11 from a vulgar 
Error: but feeing 'tli|af every Part qf 
Matter is provM to be. always, in mo- 
tion» ^;ou IhouM cofvclude that Motion 
is elTential to the Whole, for the iapje 
reafon that you chini^ Esueofioii to be 
&i becjiui^ every Part . is extc^d^ 
TpralLthat wilL think VitHout Bials, 
Experience renders tl^^fe Cafes parallel^ 
and Reaibn evidently dempnft rates it.; . 

22. I H A V E induflrioufly omittod 
to fpeak any thing of the relative* Mo- 
tions of all thole Body s conceived to ibe 
.in Repole; and t £bali but hint them 
^now^ to put yjou in mind that at the 
|lame time, they cea(e not to be ab(blutc« 
'Every thing in the; ISlgibe oX our Earth 

(which 



(ii^hicbiisas^nie^ of all thb'cebcr Pla* t^ette 
tKtSjhsf^rtakds of) itib conftaoc «Jt4Qtioa ; y. 
$ac the Mociiofl of lYhc i Whole is but the 
StMnxQt»Iof tbe Motion of .'the: Parts ^ 
jiviuchjtft oot.'onlf plain from > the ^Rea* 
^fictf'ihe tbiogitjd^ft but<jil& firom 
ihe :pj^9poirtionabkiB9rce that' isrmQee& 
tUiyn ■ either ra Jm pocCs a atiift.- ViUfi& 
fBAQadon on:aio$6.Body,,orie0^otptthe 
jDv^f-fbinatioo 'k- ,b8S already, acquir'd^ 
for 1^ one caonoc be lei&t cban.thc 
jtMher* ThoallthQajQjgnablt Farts of 
9 Bail ifl Motion a^e at reHi : with . re- 
fpeffcco one aoochcn^ or to,U)eir.pJace$ 
jto-tbe Ball y: yet: npoe miH: fzy^ , !t^% 
that -they are all; ia^ adual! Mqtion M 
Farts of the Bal)^ and itti reja^i^ !• 
eyery.tbing withoutrit. -SojaiFd&Ogtf 
Chares the Motiooof a ShipiUQderSail^ 
90 fay nothing of r the fp«ct6c Motions 
of:ilris human $yl^fP:l tho he> con? 
fifvtli to beatreftyiwith reggrd^Qtlnr 
4^laco:w.berein he fits, or to ^tht, otbei: 
FftKfsdfthcShipy.w^icH, jK>t^itb^apdt 
jpg theMotionof the Whole, ikcep the 
^ooe 9iftance.aD4 Politiod with rpfpeift 
fObiin/ I have tikewifi; ;di'opii:buc,9 
.#<ydc .(in the fi/teeqth P^fagc«fb); of 
the .Centripetal For^e, iby : Which 9II 

^.Modj/i Mih^: Ea^h !8r» ^mfli or 

? -.:*,: tend 
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lietter tend cowards ics Ceottr (as alt'odberi 
y. to the (iioper Centers of tfaeir MtMSbtw) 

\s^Wf nor htvc I mentiooM « I^Uabie 'ot' sM 
centrifugal Force, by which tbtf^ eo* 
deavonrto recede ifvofntfaeCelitoriiv t 
ftreighc laney if thev are not oifiawiffi 
decermin'd by foine'ffirooger Omfin: a^i 
SronNi^ whirl'd aboMta<a%ng is^tetarifitt 
in ics Orbit by the'Leicher, tbeiScrieg 
of which, being ftretchc by the 'MotiM 
of the Stone, is comn6l;ed ^cowardk the 
Scone tt felf, by its Efibrts to ftp off 
direftty in every point of the Ciitle 
it deftfibes ; and at the fame tioie ^>|i 
eqnaUy contraOed ' towards the ■ditui'k 
Hand ; whence it -follows, tln(t'the 
Cencef appitMches asrOiuch to the Stene 
ss the Stone does to the Center,i3wlitch 
yeC'dees not always happen for nuM^ 
reafbhs. Mocable ESeSts depend ott 
chefe 'Forces the titairct f bey are to being 
cqual^ or the ftronger one of Vat ft 
than ctie other ; wherefore the cMcHr 
petal bieiog much greaMrthan tlieoeAh 
trift^l;Foree of tte Parts of the Batch 
ukii^ ih likewife the AtmoffAkrr^! k 
one .JB^in reafbntbat it nevier lofts afi^ 
of its Matter, and that ir always ctut" 
tinues of the fame Bulk or Dime^fienSy 
(hcFceacripCtal Force of KSravitf tiet^db* 

tains 





Uaumtjfamdf 

mIk tbfr fefcnl 

tfcef ftrtveio if of 

gMMtoisio m y iwnw fc cf a 
Motkii in aO^^b BkI 

fiblyingPgB Bf fiif iaa Wtjpmt wiOi 
noairibem the oanw d Gnst 
wh ether Che w dghtrf Baxter 
pcoporciombie to laeir QHaoi^ 4f 
Matter ; thatk, whether time he«9ee 
Matker al thcte ia aocc weight it s 
onbicFootof hoAitmn m^oAkFtot 
a£:.Cork> vhiidi, I haow» fos 
ttin after 00 oofl 

qr whether the ftnaX^aiMrof Matter 
heconiaioM ia the finoe Dwnoifiaae c^ 
MBTCory, Goldy tilfer, Irw, Lead^ 
Berth, Water, CiDrfc» or Ain tho their 
rpeeific Gntvitys he 1o dimnat ftotn 
each other, p ncmd i ng pinlf Irom cs' 
ceroal PfeflTuies* and partlf from ihsQ, 
interni StmChirci or Modificatioot 
which mte their ooiooioo Maner thole 
varioasFbmiithetoonftitote their 8pe- 
cie< aodarediftinguifli'd by their Grt' 
Tity|.4H ch^areby their Figorei, Co- 
• ■.■ lors, 





V, jc%'i to Macrer hovncr 
\^^'\> ud fittr k was k^fusrihie faort'dt 
^flic. Bur the jircgCTfef 'Ai if/i inw ii 
oiurif^ cltk&y J!:0ct Miner kHMcrioB 
of it felf, aad tkac cbtic b oo mi Re- 
po&. The& ealifUMig fhikrfbpiicn 
wtrc divided into {e^tnti Ck£a ; lb 
OMay E%pcditms wc coccflsry to pot 
IcMK face of Tnirb opco Error \ Sdoe 
of Va>, » the Scoio, hdd cha.Life to 
be a &al cf the World, a^cneaiM 
wub Xlacter, iiifimuicd aiod kUni'il 
tbfo the wbok and every pvL tboea^ 
being ir feif efeotiiUy t o i po m l^ tbo 
la&aiiely finer (ban ail otbcr "Bodp;, 
frhidi^ in refped of ics SnbciiKfVlanl 
Ac^iop, were routed 
Lutrbe umverfatlSjuI of the 
was ioiniaterbdiy tod a ^ poK^iSpirit. 
Qthers 3^ Stilato, of Lvipfaofs^ 
and x\tt fjiodem Hrlozoklci^ e.fkigbt 
f bat the P^. nicies: of? Matfec^Mdo Lite; 
afKia!f<» a degree of. Tfaonghc^ oe .«^di- 
i«6l Percepti^o wicbcur aiiy:lLefleQiaD; 
q> which UEK..vcaiTas:jafiioU, and 
liii«)y S p t r o.s A, added UitdUMmHiig' 
or f 1 Atx A£ls»wicl)cu.c evertettadricgcba 
l^ifiiculiyi apparently offeriog tibem- 
fel^ ag«iofl:iucb a precacious'Hirpothe- 
, / K (is. 
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AfofiiW effential to Matter. in 

iis^notas mucti asfhowing (thothisCon- tjctiir 
Icioufriefi were granted) how the (eve- V. 
ral reafbning Particles cou*d agree to* 't-/v\i 
getber to form^the famp Body or Syfl;em, 
or to^fej^rate or join lb, regularly oh 
certaio occafions, without any jarring 
or change of Opinions, as to their be- 
ing better ot. worfe in other places, 
fingle or Tn pymerous.C^oihpany ; nor 
how, ([io all the Particles of a Man 
IiaveSerileanc] Undcirtafi^ihg, he finds 
but onq fu^h'TacuIty ip himfelfj, apd 
(fiat Faculty exerting its' Ope rations only 
in one ."place. "■ No leif^ romancic is the 
plaftic Life of other Ph'ilpfbphers, w'hich 
(accordiM. to its ttiocjern Reviver, the 
univcrjally liarned Dr. C d w o r t h) 
is noc material, butiaji 'inferior (brr of 
Spirit without Senfiiion.or Thought, 
yet ehduTd with a vi^al Operation and 
Energy i thefe Plaftics feeming to dif- 
fer with the Hylozoics only about worBs, 
tho pretending a mighty Dilagreetrient, 
ro keep clear, I fuppofe, of the abfurd 
or invidious Confcquetices charg'd on 
iheir Opinioas ;. as the Janfeni^s ^nd 
CalviotKs treat . one another ab6uc 
Predeftinatio^n, in which Doftrin tTiey 
certainly mean the fame thing, not- 
withftanding the nice diflin£tioos of the 
f 2 Janienifis. 



Ill Motion effmual to, }d4ttr<. 

Letter Janrenifts. But all thefe Hypothefes 
V/ are (b many yifible Shifts to account: 
" ^ ■ for* the aOiial Motion oiF inadive Mat- 
ter^ and to avoicj bringing God every 
moment on the ftagei and fetting him 
awork on all occadonsi nay in all AQi- 
ons without didinSion, and this coo by 
an abfolute and unavoidable Neceffiry. 
Thus far of fuch as provided external 
or foreign Movers of Matter ; and as 
for thoie who allow'd it naturally ia- 
a£iive, but aJllignM no Caufe for its 
Motion, as An aximamdek^ A- 
KAxiMENfis^ and (bmc other An- 
tients ; nor any Ciiufe either of its Mo* 
tioh or Cogitation^ as Spinosa a- 
niong the Moderns : thefe, I (ay, are (b 
unphilofbphical as to defer ve no fur^- 
ther Hiftory, and have always afforded 
matter of Triumph to the Stbics, Spiri* 
tiialifls, and Plaflics, or reckon ^em by 
what other Names or Diftributions you 
may think more proper, 

24. BUT the moft utiiverfal Mif* 
take proceeding from thd fuppo$'d In- 
adVivity of Matter is the Nbtibh of an 
infinite, extended^ and yet incorporeal 
Space. Becaufe great matters are built 
on this fubflantial Space^ and that men 

of 



r 

Motion effential to Matter. 1 1 \ 

of great Kaoie and Merit ligvc coun- L-rtter 
tenanc'd it bjr their Approbatioit^ I . V. 
ihall give yod the Hiiron^ of this 
Opinioo; ai? I have done or the refl: j 
tho I ni^t iuftfy begled it after 
having prov'd Matter to be eflentially 
zGtiyci and that its ^neral Mbtioa was 
the iotmediate Subjeft of all ;the par- 
ticular motive Determinations, as Ex- 
t^nfion is the irtimediate Subje6l'of the 
feveral Figures and Qaancicys: for it 
was likewtfe to helpTltrjggllh MatteV 
to Motion, th^f this Sjp^ce ( as the 
room of its Af^ion) ^as'^prtncjpally de- 
visM; but Mitter riorbeirtgiiiaaive, flior 
wanting to have Motipcf Cdriitinuall j^ iAi- 
preft by aw external Agenf /Spidff hiay b^ 
cj^termioaied fh>m lTiiI6ropfiy,';as uft- 
lefsand i(Maginary. Extenfioh is grant- 
ed on all hands^ to be infinite, for it 
cannot be terminated by Inextendon; 
and the Demonftrations foi^ this are fo 
univerfaily known and acknowledge, 
that I fhall not trouble you with re- 
peating them, ^o le(s ipfihice is Mit« 
ter, wheA con(iiivMas an^xtended thing, 
fbr you can rmaginr no bbi^nds of ir, to 
which you may not add mcrre Bxrenfion 
infinitely; and therefore if it be nor afti- 
ally infiaice, its Pinitenefs maft proceed 

P J from 



^ 1 4 #^W ^ff'^4'^;Mm^. 

Utter. fcqrnforoefptk5,^a^^|>afidewt5,^ 
% Jon. .TIjc§,)ylJD roawfam'jJl^aqbi^^^Jit)^ 

P^xs indefjaa|J^i^t pod , lep^n^fc, ; w^fi 
?ftS!Pl-^WP%?s,^i}»#,^^ ;rafits W^jrfi 

led: '^m iQjjo^<^W% m 

the ^inejffw!5,rfhq(;.,fhpy 9} j^w ci ■ ^ijch 
tlier EJjteftfi^ .W^ifi^;,w;^& inpHitp, 
Xpd I lien ; they cob'4, i»9f bu|: toaki^ 
thipfe £xtfpm^s^elIe^ti4i|y^(j^ifereDe ^i^ 
otjier re](pe&;ij..'t;hetvoi?ip ,;in}«iovab|Jq, 
i^penetrabli^ toBi\^inbIe» UQcbangeable, 
jiooiogeneal,^ Incprpcy;^, lajlMJ all'Cog-. 
raining i t!Uf. other ni9y4[^c,, p^petrat)!?, 
divifible, cbac^eajble, heierogeoeali cor> 
pqreal^dndc^nt^itjM; t^/ui^ betokening 
infinite $piice,-.aa4 the. lotoer particular 
Bodys. ^m: ibis vi'bol^|!^incllon i» b^uilj; 
on fuppoWg the tbing'inqu^ftion, and 
by the equivocal Signincation of th^ 
words Placed /V^hqle^' )?ii5?Sv, Particles^ 
pivifibih'ty, Qr thie like \ and^h^efq^^ 
after they .tqok it for .'grafted tbac 
Matter w^ ^finite, divicffd into Farts, 
that it wanted Motiqa- from eKewhere, 

and 



afld had'a Void PtetSi'v^Wrein to aia,then Letter 
they e(fabli(hM 'this Wheel withiir a ,V, 
Wheel, 'or one Extenfibn pchetf atibj 
arf(ftherj as if Mekfes; tlrere penciritfii 
by their *Bubjc6i Bitt^ all there St({ib(ii 
fuiaife beldg (ai I hiVeoTten tddytiif) 
only th6^;Confc«Jttofe the iriitft 
Suppo^ jpn, thfat JWattcr was inafllVe^ 
and the contrary *6f ^« ot' the erfth- 
tial Morion of ic'fibid^ already' ^e- 
mpriftrated, thefc' isf ltd' reaifbn tiot tb 
think 'Matter itiiinite,'' and that, as 
NothFhg* has no Property s,fb ttiatthe 
aeknbvvfedgM'infifiit^. Extenfion belohgis 
ta thls4tt(lni«^Bbbje6H which is i^fi- 
nitdy ritedifyM in Its Moti6n, Ektcrr*- 
ffofli^ind'Other irfijpaftableAttri 

''•^^/5. F^^^r^^HT- conclude here, 
St;Ri Mt to put this matter beyond 
il! dbubt 'with you^' I fhali be at i 
lirfle more paio«ofhbW ho w" iff thefc 
things/ which they ' 'attribute to Space 
and Body as thefr ^ffential DMerertces, 
do^'v^holly befongf without any don tta- 
^Kfii ifo infinite M^ter : fori grint 
thit'thdfe Propci[Tys''havc a r^l Ex* 
iftfenW.^ and tnS Tecthrhgly oppoiBte, 
thc^'-tf rebut tfatf^A!}edtons of the fame 
Sul^^ft* 'under ^ various Confiderations. 
'^ -^^ P 4 When 



2 1 6 Motion ejfential to }Aatt(r4 

Letter When Bod j?s ;^n?| f;qpia:iyM fi^t)B,;Qi«* 
y. vable, diviCbfcjfcvat reft,, heavy or . ligbr^ 
under different Figures^ apdi/i v^M'ious 
Suuatibns ; then u;e abftrs^ the M^r 
difications from t})^iSubje£l^ qt, if yoii 
M^ilV the Paf;{S},f[qni the WbolGfjand 
iioagine proper J^oydftry s ? to certain 
I^Qnioris of. l^if^fljry' which ieparare 
and' (}i^ingui(i^,'theifp froii^ all the reii, 
^ybence came qriginally the Notion* of 
a Void : but 'when,>ve conHder ioBoite 
Space as impenetrably, immovable^ in- 
dividble. the place which receives all 
CodySy wherein they oiove and are 
coiicain'd, it (elf b^ing void of all 
Change, Form, or Figure ; theo^. on 
the cpntrary, w^ abftraQ the rinfiQip^ 
Subject from, the finite Modifications^ 
or the Whole fron? the Pjrrts Now 
ict^ apply this Doflrin in partifutaji 
InQances. Since nothing can \>t added 
^0 lofioicenor takep away from ic, the 
Univerfe can opither increale nor di-r 
nunifli, there being no place wichput 
k tp which vou may remove whajC 
you divide from^ itv or fro^D w}4ch 
you may bring whajc you add to .)( : 
confcquently it isjmcoovable, and ioh 
divifible ; and ai]^ : without a:llF}gpr«, 
Hii^e it/has pp Aqijinds or Lkuits ; 

and 



l^QtfQn'eJftfitialto Matter^\ ii^ 

aofl'^iQajEmpfe/ fiftce no; finite Qttineiey^ Lett^ 
tkk p«vcif:fo pfcebi fd^jbed, can :eaual y. 
or. ipoftfurf its Exktilfioo^ .Therefore 
.whf^ ! we >(ajr^ that Sbace is illcontatQ* 
ing) n we .oseani ir, of iiofiotte Matter, 
to diliifi|uilb'thcL Whole frdm the 
Parts, which yet are not different from 
the:: Whob. When wt fay it per* 
fDfprea «m things, we abftratt the Ex-^ 
tepfipR of: Matter from iks other Fro* 
pertysi .and ib wtt.4ll» when y^c fay 
it's incorppreal, not' then confi^Iertag 
\t pthsrWiie than as the M^thema* 
rici^QSrtn Jpoiot?,./ of Linte^ or Surfiices. 
>V}ier)^^e;«ffira);it. is-one, we mean 
that itiS'.ioiiDite nod indivifible ; for 
th^r^^i^^iMIt; one 'l^mverfe, tho there 
may : {>9; qUinberlels Worlds. When 
we ^y it) 19 the. Place bf all things^ 
we .(Jgniify' that it is. the Subjc£lof iis 
owo:Mf94i£icattons» . #heither Motions, 
Figm?^5,r«r others- ;.Whcn we fay it's 
hoaip&fo^j we pean that Matter is 
eveF.i:he.^Qie9 be the Modificatiohs of 
it |Jfdverc& -Vftfioi^ An&iaftly, whea 
we .£iyn that; finite llody^ cannot exift 
with(K$9afo6aiteSpaodL|iwe only fay 
that'they t:;}finot be unlif^tfaey arei lor 
their 0:wnf'SQlidity:or:tb4ir Refped .to 
other things i^ all theii f Ia«Ce, abftra^ing 

from 



^cter foinitbc!(Jaiv«il{0«f whrthtbeyittftPms, 
V. o£ ,whofe iofioite Morten;- 861kiiefy iiid 
fiKtenfibb, tbc^!fiiftlely''panttl^ ?: for 
infinheAJlstter'iMtit raal Sptti^ bM Ptoccy 
9snacn4s ttwifedl dubjfifi^of Iws ewn par- 
tkulatT'Port idof^ificl M()di^Giacioii^i i- ' 

ri,/i'i ;;•.•?■. b t'-Mi -jjr. ;-•: ■■• !.'i w .-.i.Vi 

-:sj5..i Y U ->inayii nbW per-clfiiri^hov 

IbrmM^ {3ard}r ijy^.' gratuit6ui^' 8appo« 
Odons, as. that Ala ctttwM^ -finite^ i'ti'i 

^ofHsdvExteanoii, :>rhb i^ft "dbVioui 
Pcopertf of Matter-); ' wittvouit ■ Coi^fider^ 
ii^iihe other: Pcoptriy%^ier(>rt)eir' blv 
ibhita Codocdion m:>thei:^ttft^tlbj<di 
tho each oflem bifaly be iHttkaHy ab« 
fiya£led fcom tt/e reft, w^bkh^ i^^bf firi- 
gdlar.ofe to MathetAatklaiA dii 'feveral 
occafidbs: pvovadtd fisch A))ftyii^itf iis be 
never taken for Rea^tys, andfliitde to 
ekift out of -tttc^^ubjeds frOWn. ^hich 
ciey -are abftrafted^ -th -tntfre/thah 
placed in aootilter Subbed: mcercaiil or 
unknown. Matter is oleefi'tbftl^^ed 
froiD Mocioof 9s Motibiii is^ '^ttti Mat- 
tcF^ ^are Solid^iMd Mlatttfry Motion 
and Extenfiofi, !Bxten(idia aikl Soiidity, 
Solidity ahdMotioiv; eadh Of ' tbefef 
oaay be and is tkkeoby it ielf without 
r. any 



Motion ;ejf$nti(^. to Matter,' ^\^ 

10, tfi3i\kty/xhfi Mpl^Pft of . Matter . do* V/ 
p?pd§ on ,iif i.Solji^y and . ExteofioflFj'^ 
and ; (b alii pf; ; Mm- : infeptrablf '; oo onb 
ao,o>iiher. .Bm <hfe Defeod«fs ■ of Space; 
aCtef ,^bilr;l^^ag-j ExteoOon' J-om ^ Nht«^; 
tery th^ti^lQingiiQid bet Ween, Extea-^ 
Ooft in g^ftf rat ; Mii /the pawlcolar Exr. 
imfkut o£ M^tqir, Af thii or (hac Body j as 
if^e ^tt^ ii^r^ibftiecbiogirtifwiadded to 
i\ip for|per>. i;l^ til^)r:ceQ'd ttQta0ign the 
Sq.t>je8offhe^(«9ef^hochfir4&tt}ftaaae. 
aether ^Qc^y , Rfir-^SpHii t, ; or at h«iil < kind 
of NotKingcndo'w'drwtrfjthoBiwpdrtys 
of a Being. Nay many of them have 
^»«»?, -ftpck; W'.W^k^.iP pafs'^fer.- fcbe.^u- 
preme Being it felf, or at Ic^ for an 

iaAdeqwf^C^iJPPefsilioi) of: Go4».^t» riiay 
be feen in the ingenious Mr. % x^ p h- 
soN*s B^k.of Real Space, to whom 

I had an eye in the two foregoing' 

Par^raphs^i , tbo» as n^y.-bc likev^ife 
learnt from his own Authoricys, he was 
neither the firft Broacher of this Con- 
ceit, noc the onty Matritairier of k 
OQWt I ajQ fitittfy^d tjbatr «noft: of chofq 
OeatlenDeQ did<:fircDiy he^eve the Ex-^ 
iftence of i| Deit^, aod I : charitabiy 
bope it of'^emall; buttnmy Opioioo 
their unwary Zeal refiad.liiin into 

mere 
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Letter mere Nothing, or (what they wou'd 
V. as iirtie atlow) they made Nature or 
i^/^ the Uni vcpfc to be the only Goid : but 
^eGoodnefs of their Intention ought 
toiecure 'eai with all men of Candor 
: fitHti the Charge and Conlfequences di 
I Atheifm. Their Miftiike however was 
percelv'd b^ the Atheifts themfelve$>, 
and made tlie Sub|e£l of their Mirtb^ 
as in tbc& ^four Ltnes^ of a Poem, 
wherein^ after divilling before at (bmc 
other Notions <)f the Deity, they ridi* 
cttie this infinite incorporeal Space on 
much befcterigrounds. 

Other Sy-^ tibife Hi*dtf Maimer Notions 

trM*i- 'i 
CuMtUi^if ftovt tbtt thoi^rt Alimgbtf 

Spaiet'-, •'■■ 
Jni SfMC v^Mre fwe is notbmg', ergo 

Thou: 
Thefe Mtu flip into Truth they knoto 

not how. 

And truly the fancy of one fixtenfion 
penetrating another, made many others 
laugh, who are asfar a^ any from A- 
theifm or Irreligion : add (bme of 'em 
wou'd fain learn where the Reafbn 
and Wirdomt)f extended Space refides, 

whether 
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whether in the Whole, or in any of Lector 
the Parts, I Tpeak of Parts in a. lenie y. 
of Accommodation, for Infinite can haver 
hone: but if with one of Cicbro^s 
Di^logifts they wou'd infer that the 
Whole muft have Underftandin^, ibe- 
caufe (bme Portions of it are intelligent; 
beddes not allowing the ynderffand- 
ing of the Parts to belong in any 
manner to their Extenfion^ we may 
retort with the other Speaker in Ci* 
CEKO, that by the (ame Argument, ehb 
Whole mufl: be . a Courtier, aMufician, 
a Dancing- mailer, or a Pbilolbpher, be- 
caufe many of the Parts are fuch. But 
thefe are Sophifms on both fides, by 
confounding variable Modes withefTen- 
.tial Propertys, qr by afcribing true Bf^ 
kOts to imaginary, foreign, or difpro* 
portionable Caufes. 

27. AFTER accounting for the 
eflential Motion of Matter, you^I fin4 
that the Comparifbns and Similitudes ra^ 
ther than the ArguQieots of thofe who 
defend Space, prove no more than tbap 
you conceive .whak they mean, or elif 
that they generally beg the Qjieftibm 
lean fuppofe with any of them^ that 
all the Matter of the World is reduced 

by 
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tttf^ by G6d'-lnf^ tyo e^u^l Spheres; that 
y. if the^y _bfe at^ a dlftarice froth one aoo- 
"0*v*Otfier,' tlJer^ is 6et*een them a mcfitur 
'rabfe' SjJaC'e or "Void ; or that ifihey 
iiiptuaily foiich ifl a . Point (as perfed: 
SfiheflS",,'niaft neceffahty dp) tbcre is 
^ Sp^li^'Aybich.is not Bqd^, betweea 
rfe other toiots of their, Circumfcr 
ffcnceSV ^Ut is not aU thisatthefinie 
time tS^ rujjpofe Matter finite, to, fup- 
"pofe this very Space which they pretend 
to prptfdjarid from, no reafbn that't 
'Can fe^'tut frpmthe bare Confidera- 
tion'Of'^rai'Ity ?.' I can witii Mr. 
Loca .'COncfeive the Motion of ,poe 
Body alone without any other fufceed- 
in^ immediately into its phce; hiit it 
is by flbf^rafting tSis fingfe Body» arid 
with-hoidirtg my Attention fromthofe 
chat really fucceed it. IcanwitHHinl 
conceive two Bodys at a diftance ap- 
proaching bnfe, arjother, witbout' dif- 
pktirigany'thing'el'Ce till their Super- 
fidies come to rtieefj' l^ut *tis by ab- 
drafting from.atl.t&at (hey necefla.cily 
tft^ldce:/ &it, 3s he jiididiouflylobfcrvcs 
liiftiletf;' it\does not follow that aoj 
thirtg^'wdtfe'jn fuchaftate,' merely bfr 
cairfe- we irari 'conceive it.fb;' or thore 
wou'd be great ftore of Hydras, Cen- 
taursj 
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tanrs, Chimeras, apd other ^ojifteb, Lcttcfr 
which never had a' Being. But igVaiit ,V. 
to him that by fuch Inftances I per- ^>VV 
fieOly underAand tht meaping of tno^ 
who contend for Space or a VoiiJ, 
which' was abfurd la the OVtefians 
to deny^ and unpardonable to diQJute 
a^tnft a thing, whereof they pcofeft 
to h«ve noldea.. Mr. Lock, pas all 
that can be faid on this Subj^^in his 
Efftfvf ffirm<» Vnderfiinding^ especial- 
ly to the thirteenth Chapter of*, the 
iecobd Book^ where among' othet 
thtngi he ufes thefe words: l^'Boij'^ 
nofjuffes'd i»jinitej tthtehy I think^ no 
ontviS M^rm, % urn eonceivt * Jfftm 'ft 
thr extremity of M^ttef^ dndi^ki jfe 
eat firetch hit Huti keyotid his'fie^y. 
He cou'd not be ignorant howniany ■■ 
affirmM the Infinity of Matter before 
he'was born, and I am'nbt the only 
Man that doei if in his own time: 
bwthff I can aiftfa*pa mf felfCuch 
inAgJAary Bounds, J'et I ckuhtji: iife'et 
with one good reafoiji ra perHilade me 
that Ext^fiort '■( whfcb" he aclmQw- 
ledges infinite) does cxlft sh'y ,'\v^°r£; 
out of Matter: I fay, thar I"fiqi3 n'tv 
thing ofFer'd ta perfiiade m<? tf ^is^ 
but Tuch Siippofirrons--as I hitfe'Mr^^y 
confuted ; 
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Ijetter conRifed i not to infift on inrurmaun- 
V. ttbli; Difficulty sarifiQg from thofe fidtti- 
ops.Bktreipitys, as to their Coofifteace, 
Figure, whether any thing cap br^k 
looft from them, what* becomes gfiSich 
Fr«£tion$| and a thouland other Rid* 
(d(es« I can further gratify him in 
the Confideratpo of divided ^artidea ; 
but I deny that the Continuity of' in** 
finite Matter can ever be feparat^d. by 
any diftin^ Surfaces with void iattr* 
JKq^diate Spaces ; for we only ab^^ 
(as I told you in the fixth and ftygnth 
Paragraphs) what we* call Parts, oon<^ 
iidenng^ by it felf ib much of E^ten- 
(lod as IS for our purpofe^ anddiftia- 
guiQ^ine fuch Parcels not by real . pi- 
vtfions from the Whole, but by .(hp Ma- 
dificAtiops of Color, Figure, Motion, 
or tbf |ike» as we conlider the Heat 
without the Lmht of the Sun. He 
(ays further, That tbofc who affitt fibr 
Imfi^iUty cfSfdct exifii^g without Mdt-^ 
ter, mnfi mot only make Body infinftt^ hat 
mttfi Mfo it»yd famer im God to 4nmi^ 
hiidte d^ f0rt <f Matter. That they 
roak^ Matter Infinite is confefl ; but 
what he adds abouf Annihilation is 
denyM: for befides that xio Revelatiop 
from God, can be prodiic'd, wherein he 

has 



Motion ejfential to Matter^ 12 j 

has declar'd that he will annihilate any Letter 
part of Matter^ ^q it is no Argument V. 
for a real Space, that God has it in his * ^^ 
power to annihilate, no more than that 
the World (hall aQually fiaiCh in three 
Days, becaulel conceive it poflible for 
God to deftroy it iq that (hort time. 
I know no reafbn (of what he aflerts 
in the fame place) why the Main- 
tainers of infinite Matter fhou'd be loth 
to ffeak out their opinioH^ any more 
than the Maintainers of infinite Space, 
or of any other Infinite, for the word. 
is apply'd to more Subjeds t^an one 
or two : and what made Cakte- 
s I u s backward to affirm exprefly that 
Matter was infinite, contenting him-* 
(elf with the word Indefinite, was his 
being fure on the one hand that Bx« 
tenfion was infinite ; and yer, allowing 
withal that Matter was naturally in- 
af^ive and realty divifible, he couM not 
well demoniirate its Infinity, the you 
that read him (b often need no Proofs 
that he (bmctimes pofitively affirm'd it. 
As for theTheological Exceptions to this 
Fofitio(i) they are of little weighty and 
Ibow the Philofbphy of fome Men to be 
as little as their Zeal is great and fervent; 
por do I believe that the moderate and 

Q^ learned 
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Letter learned DiWocj^ of our tirne wiM revire 
y. the exploded Sophifms of rheir igborant 

^-'^'^^?'^ Prcdeccffors. But I defire you wouM 
remember, that notwithftafidihg my 
DilTent xirith Mr. Loc* tfbciut Space, 
I confidcr his Effs)^ vfHuf^an VfiierftaiU- 
ffig to be the molt ufefukBook ^towards 
acraitirng tiAiverfal Knovpledg, that is ex*-^ 
rant in ariy Language ; as^ *^ell'as for help- 
itigMen to fpeak pertinehtly,intdligibly , 
arid accurately, of airkiridsof SubjtQs: 
nor have I affeQed here to oppofe (b 
great'a Man ; but knowing how much 
hts Authority fway'd with yoU from my 
own Reciimmendation, I tdofc care to 
itmove the Prejudices yoU might thcrtcc 
entertain againft infinite Matter, its 
elfential Motion, or whate\^r might be 
buik on fuch Foundations. 

s8. AND now, SIR, after having 
led me this tedious Chafe, by the work 
you took care to cut out for me in your 
fhortbut moft comprehenfive Letter, I 
queftion not but you'll allow that Mo* 
tion ought to enter into the Definition 
of Matter, no le(s than Extenfion or 
Solidity* But if you demand the Defi* 
nition of Motion it felf, I anfwer that 
I cannot give it, nor any other Mtn, 

tho 
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cfao Mvet (o able ; oot that we know Letter 
it chelefs for all this^ but on the coo- V. 
'trary becaufe we know it better than 
any thing jvhicb is capable of a Defioi* 
tioiT, Simple Ideas, fuch as Motion, 
ExtenGoo,' Color, Sound, are (elf-evi* 
dent, and their Names by no means do- 
finable ; but the fingle Words which de- 
note complex Ideas, that is, a CoUedion 
'Of felf-evident Ideas conHderM as one 
thing, ^re the true Obje£is of Defini* 
tion ; becaufe the feveral Terms for thole 
Ideas^ ^ when put together, (bojv the 
Connexion, Poffibility, and G)nception 
of the Whole. Thus all the Words in 
the world cou'd not explain Blue, nor 
give the clear Idea of it to one who 
never (aw that Color ; but fuppofiog the 
(ame Perfon ' never (aw any Gold, tho 
well acquainted with other Metals, yet 
he^U be able to form a diftiod Notion of 
it, from the mouth of another who de- 
(bribes it of a certain Yellownefs and 
Weight, malleable, fulible, fixt, and the 
like. When the Names therefore of 
fimple Ideas are defined, we muft not 
imagine it to be their Subjefts ; for fy- 
nonymous Terms do not explain the na« 
tureof tl]» thing, but give us the mean ^ 
ing of the Word in more intelligible 

(^ 3 Terms : 
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Letter Terms: wherefore Paffage^Tranflation, 
V. Removing^ fucceflive Application, are 
bur other words for Motion, and no 
Definitionsof the thing, no more than 
Aristotle^s A£l of a being in pow^ 
fo far forth 4$ it is in power ; but all 
particular local Motions may be defio'd 
by the Lines they de(cribe, and the 
Caufes that determine the Coyrfe or 
Degrees of their Motion. The fame is 
<o be underftood c^ the general Extend- 
■on of Matter, and of its particular Deter- 
minationSy by Meafure, Figures, or any 
mother way. The Solidity of all Mat- 
ter is likcwife an intuitive or undefinable 
Idea. But I do not here underftand So- 
lidity in the fenle of Geometers, of eve- 
ry aflignM Quantity that has three Di- 
mensions; but as Mr. Lock has Tub- 
ftituted this pofuive Term, inftead of 
the negative one ; of Impenetrability, 
for the Reiiliance we find in every Body 
to the Entrance of any other Body into 
the place it poflefles till it has left it : as 
a drop of Water equally preft on all fides, 
is an infurmountable Obftacle for the 
flrongeft Bodys in the Univerfe to join^ 
till it be removM ; and fo a piece of 
Wood will keep your two Hands from 
ever coming. together, tho you cndca- 
. i ^ vour 
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voiir it never (b forcibly. The fame is L'^tter 
as true of all fluid and foft things, as of V. 
themoft fixt or hard, or heavy or light; 
as true 6f Air and Piilp, as of Gold 
and Diamonds ; which, as the moft 
exa£l Mr. Lock again obferves to you^ 
diftinguiflbes the word as put for an ia^i 
feparable Property of Matter, from the 
conimon Acceptation of it, when foiid 
is put for hard, in which (en(e it is a 
certain Cohefion of the Parts of anf 
thing difficultly (eparated, whereas in the 
Fhilo(bphical (enfe it is a Repletion, or 
utter Exclufton of all other Bodys^ and 
fo I have underftood it throughout dbis 
whole Letter, except in the. third Para^- 
graph. • ^ 

. . . . ■ :v 

29. I W O N * T fay that Matter has 
no other efTential Propertys but ttefe 
three of Extenfion, Solidity, and Acti- 
on : but I am perfuaded that from tho 
due and joint Confideratton of theft a- 
lone, a world of itsr Ph^noonena may 
be better accounted for than hitberco; 
But few Dilcoverys are to be escpeflod 
in natural Philorophy:fronpi ofie w^hoab* 
ftra^any.of them fr9h(i tfid reft, or that 
makes it alone the oonfJaaci BiTence of 
Matter : for 'cis ot^toertaia that -it 

Q^ I Matter 
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Letter Matter thofe Attributes are never other-' 
V. wife but mentally dividbd frbm one 
another. That Extenfion, for fesr&inple, 
exhaufts the Idea of Matter/' I deny ; 
fince it does not imply Solfdity or^Md«K 
on : but that all extended is Matfets^ay 
be^very true, tho Matter be ^bt barely* 
extended^ but like wife adive and (olid. 
But tho in the pare Confideratton of 
thofe Ideas the one does not fuppofe the 
qtber, and that each of <'em ha> certain 
Modes which are c^oceiv^d to belong 
immediately to it felf, ydt rhey are & 
firmly linkt in Nature^ that the one can- 
not; exift witbdut the other, and ¥hey all 
oeoeflarily concur to the producing of 
thofe Modes which are jproper to each. 
Extenfion is the inimediate Subje£iof all 
the DivificMs^ Figures,- and'Parcelsr of 
Matter ; but ^cis A^ioh that caufes thofe 
^iterations, and they cOuM not 'foe dif^ 
tin£^ without Solidity/ Afkfcm is 'the 
u&mediate Caufe of all 'Ickral Motions^ 
Changes, or V4rietys in* Matter; but 
Bxtenfion is the &(ubjed: a^nd Mealbre of 
their Diftances : and tho ytpthi Solidity 
depends the ^ReJSftance, Irtipulfe, and 
Pcotruflbn of Bodys, yet^is Aftiofi that 
produces tbem iff Bxtenficni Solidity, 

fixteniiop. Mad A&ioit^ fttk tlterefore 

::-•' i i : ' three 
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three diftindldeas^ but not three difS^ Letter 
reni: things ; only the various Confide* V. 
rations of one and the (elf-fame Matter. 
To return to our particular Subjefl, yoQ 
may eafily perceive by this tinier that 
the Hs matrix^ the true motive Force is 
this eflential Action of Matter ; and 
tint the Fis imprtjfa, the impreft Force 
of particular JBodys, is fbme Determi* 
nation of the general A^Ion : for in this 
fenfe it's indictable that nothing ca'A 
move^ that is, determine ic (elf, till it 
be determinM by lome other thing : lb 
that Maftcr being a6):ive, the Direaion 
given to that AQion in any part, wouM 
of it felf for ev.er continue, becaufecid 
E^tA can be without a Caufe, and by 
confequence this .Dire£iiob tiiuft bt 
ch^ngM by (bme greater Force, as tJiat 
by another, and fo on, one never ending 
but for another to begin, no. more than 
any Figure isideftro}M in Matter, but 
to make place for another. Thus ofie 
Motion is always fucceefled by another 
Motion, and never by ab(blute Reft, no 
more than in any Parcel of 'Matter the 
ceafing of one Figure is the eeaOng of all, 
which is impoflibie. Thefe Determinati- 
ons of Motion in theParts of fiilid extend- 
ed Matter, are what we call the Pb»io- 

0^4 meat 
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Lettei: mena of Nature, and to whicfiwegive 
V; Names or afcribe Ufes, PerfeSion or 
Iniperfeflioo^ according as tbey affe£!: 
our Senfes, and caufe Pain or Fleafure 
to our Bodys, contribute to our Prefer- 
yiation or Dedrudion 2 but we do not 
always denominate 'cm from their real 
CaufeSy or ways of producing one ano- 
ther, as the Elafticity, Hardnefs, Soft- 
nefs, Fluidity, Quantity, Figures, and 
Relations of particular Bodys. On the 
contrary we frequently attribute many 
Determinations of Motion to no Caufe 
at all, as the fpontaneous Motion of A- 
nimals : for, however thole Motions 
may be accompanyM by Thoughti yet, 
coniiderMas Motions, they have their 
phy Gcal Caufes, as a Dog^ running after 
a Hare, the Bulk oj^ the external Obje£l 
§£ting by its whole Force of Jmpulfe 
prAttraflionoQ the Nerves, which are 
(b difposM with the Mufcles, Joints, and 
other Parts, as to produce various Mo- 
tions in the Animal Machine. And 
whoever underdands in any meafufe the 
Afiion of Bodyson one another by their 
.immediate Contaft^, or by the imper- 
ceptible Particles that continually flow 
irom them, and to this Knowledg jojns 
^hat of Mech^nic^^ Hydrofia^ic$, ' and 
! Aijatomy, 
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Anatomy^ will be convincM chat all the. letter 
Motions of (icting, (landing, lying, ri- v. 
fing, running, walking, and fuch others, l/VNJ 
have their proper, external, macerialf 
and proportionable Determinations* 
After Mr, Newton, in the Pre&ce 
of his Mdthimatieai PrincipUs of Ndtm^ 
rsl Philofophjj has fpoken of Gravity, 
Elafticity, Refiftance, Impulfe, and At« 
tradition, and of his Explication of the 
mundane Syftem by thefe Principles ; 
* / wijh, adds he, tbat^ we eou^d by the 
f^mt Metbqd ofredfoning ie able to e^flium 
the other Phdnomend of Nature from «w 
ehanie Principles ! for I am induced by di^ 
vers Confiderations to fuff0 a little^ that 
all theft may depend on certain ForceSf 
whereby from Caufes yet undif covered the 
Particles of Bodys are mutually impelCi 
ag^ain/i each other j and cohere aecordit^ to 
regular Figures^ or whereby they recede 
and are driven from one another: which 

' Uunam czcera Nacurx Phaaiomeiu en Prindpik 
mecbanicis eodem argumencaodi geocrc ' deriTare li- 
cerec! Nammulu memovcnc, uc nomiihil fafpicer tt- 
omnia ex viribus qaibufdam penderc pofic. quibus QOf- 
porum parcicttlx per cauias noadnin cognijns vel ih ft 
macno ifnpeUuncur& fccunduraFigiiris'regalaresitte- 
reot, vei ab invicem fogancur & rccedimt : ouibufr' vH- 
biis ignocis, PhilQfophi haOeinis Nacurain uryijira »l* 
tamnc* 

Forces 
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Lecte' lPi»€€s kimgyet m$kMwnj the Philofafhirs^ 
y. hMve^htherto sttemffted Nature m vs$0. 

'Cfyryj Wiiac thofe particular Forces and Fi- 
bres may be^ with their Rea^ns 
sod Degrees, none in the world is (6- 
well able todifcovet and reduce into ar> 
iocelKgible SyfteooiV ^^ the moft exceW 
kac Author : but as for the general or 
moving Force of all Matter, I wou'd 
flatter my (elf, that I have done (bme- 

thing towards it iii rbis Letter. , 

• • It 

' JO. T H U S I have returnM a par- 
dcolar AdTwer, T think, to every I>e- 
AMd ifl 'jH>urs, except to your laft Ob* 
^sEttotif which (were there degrees in 
Tmth and l^tfiiood) is more feeble 
ifhan all the rt&i. That lifter Mdmittimg 
tfie JSHvity of Mttttft there [terns t& be 
90 Pted of 0frefidiHg htt^egettce : which*: 
give me leave to f^y it, i$ the moft 
roodghtle^ and wiweigh'd £xpre^on I 
ever knew to drop from your Mouth or 
fbfl ; iioce you do not allow four felf 
IP draw invidious Confe<lu^cef ppn- 
toary to the Perluafion of your own 
Cooicieace) as but top. too many are 
koowa to 4k). Be(uks, that God was 
fjb^le to create this Matter a^ive as wdl 

V( fixtended^ that he couM give it thei 

one 
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one Propertyas well w the other, and Letteii^ 
that no reafbn can be aflignM why he V^ 
fbou^d not endue it with the former (j^^i'^J 
ai -^eil a5 vi'ith the latter ; is there 
li<te«rife no necefficy that be^ fbou^di 
ever or fathfer always dined its Nte^ 
tions ? Can the Pormation' of AmmgU 
or Plants be accounted fo^' from the 
A6Hon, any mcfrc than from the Ei^ 
tenfion of Matter ? Or are you able to 
imagine that die A£^ion and Readiion of 
Bodys^^ of all the Particles of Matter od 
oneanother, oouM ever have the Contri« 
raAce to make any one of thde admi'* 
rable Kregetable or ^atiimal Machines ? 
Att- your Skill irt Mechanifm cas no 
iftort help you, ihrti it did Gaute* 
iiiisi to Hnd otut kules and Engines 
fortnaking either a Man or a Moufe. 
Aik rha jbrtibli'ng of Atoms, all the 
C(Kin(!es you can Jfuppofc for itv couM 
f» Wttre bring tine Parts of the Unfc- 
veffe iYfto their p^wfentOrdiri nor cooi- 
tinaerhem in thtifame, norjcaule the 
Orgatiizatton df t'Ftoii^eror a Fly^ tban 
you csfn imagine' :t!bat' by tumbling M* 
getfier' the Littersof a Print^^miUiOfi 
df times, they (hooM ever fall ac'iaft 
intd ftich a Pbfitio(r>| «s to make the 
SwUi^^^-ypnG^^bj^ or «be llim of 

:" i 'j HOMER^ 
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Letter 



H M £ Ry or any other Book in the 
world. And as for the Infinity of Mat- 



ble and good Men muft exclude, an ex- 
leilded corporeal God, but not a pure 
Spirit or immaterial Being. I am per- 
fuadedy that in omitting many other 
common Obje£tions , you purpofely 
(par'd me, knowing there was no end 
of Abfiirditys from falfe or precarious 
Syfteras ; Abfurdicys (b monftrous, that 
they have driven (everal of the Carte- 
j5ans (to name no others) to as mon- 
llrous Hypothefes, when not knowing 
wherein, confided the moving Force, 
and foe avoiding the Tranficion of Ac- 
cidents from one Subjed: to another, 
they are not afhamM co (ay, that God 
take^ttie Motion ; from one Bowl that 
is running, forward (for example) and 
communicates it to the other againft 
which it rubs, continuing it during its 
Courfe by his immediate Concurrence^ 
add taking it away by fuch degrees as 
are iObieiiv^d in the ordinary Laws of 
Motioo. Is this to explain any thing ? 
Or aiie the(e the men that laugh at 
Sympathy, Antipathy, occult Qualitys, 
or the like ? I know to whom I adj- 
idrels. my ieif, whoa I Ipcak of 9.v«ry 
, : I j: c I thing 
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thing fo fuccinSly ; any the leaft Hint Letter 
being enough for you, to work out all y. 
the reft by your own moil happy Ge- 
nius: befides that the ordinary Solutions 
can never (atisfy any roan who denies 
the ordinary Suppofuions. 

51. PRAY, againft your writing 
to me next, be pleased to confider 
whether the Mathematicians (who are 
generally the bed and ftriftefl: Rea- 
K)ners, tho they build (bmetimes oa 
groundlefs Suppodtions, and have often 
made real Beings of abfl:rad:ed Ideas) 
whether, I fay, they did not perceive, 
without refleaing that they did fo, the 
Neceflity of this ititrindck and efTential 
AQiioti of Matter, by their Condtns aJL 
Moium? I have purpofely omitted in* 
lifting on this, when I (how'd you that 
it was the Difcovery of the fame per- 
petual and univerfal AQion, that gave 
a Being to the Syftems of the Stoics^ 
Plaftics, Hylozoics, and others : for 
my Intention has not bin to write all 
I coud fay on this Sub)c6l, but as 
much as I thought- neccflary to anlwer 
your ObjeQions, and to bring you over 
to the (ame Opinion. Neither will 
I point out to you what further ufe in 

Philofophy 
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Letter Philofbphy may be made of this e(^ 
V. (ential Motion of Matter, befides a 
"* dearer Knowledg of Nature in gene* 
fil, and the particular Decifion of 
the Controverfy^.' about the moving 
Force, about local Motion without 
or with a Void, about the nature of 
Space, and the Infinity of Matter. I 
am confident that before your reading 
thus far, you have already made the 
Application of this Doftrin to feveral 
other Difficultys, having impartially 
revolved in your own Mind the un- 
(atisfadory Guefles and miferable Cir- 
cles, rather than genuine Explications 
of the Schools ; and that you have coofi- 
der'd like wife what numberlels Errors 
may branch themfelves over the whole 
Body of Philorophy, from any one falfe 
Principle laid down for undifputedTruth, 
without Proof or Examination. What 
Obfervations of this kind I have made 
my felf from time to time, I (hall 
freely impart to you and oux common 
Friend, who abne philofophizes at 
Court, and who exceeds all the reft 
in Politcnefs and^Addrefs, as much 
as he does in Wifdom and Literature, 
bis fuperior Genius and admirable 
Senfe no lefs diftinguiflhing him in 

ordinary 
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ordinary Ceremonys, than in the nloaft Letto: 
and moft ardaous Points of State Af- y. \ 
fairs. But I fball give you no further 
trouble, S I R^ till you are next di£^ 
pos'd to, honor me with your CoOi* 
mands. 
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